Ws; 
HON 


KAY 


SP 


NAY 
| TWO Sym-3.60-8 
SERMONS OF ASSISE: 


The one jntituled; { 
A prohibition of. Renenges a, \ \ 


The other, \$ \\ Ji 


A Sword of M aintenance. 


S | Preached at two ſeucrall times . 


4 before the Right worſbipfull Tudges 
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To the Right worſhipfull 

and worthie Gentlemen , ma- 
ſter Rafe Coningsbye, and maſter 

Pope Blunt,Eſquiers,and in Commiſſion 

ofthe Peace for the Countie of Hertf. and li- 

bertie of S. Albans, W, W, wiſheth all increas 
of heaueuly wiſdome,to the glorie of God, 

the profite of their Countrie , and 


the faluation of their 
owne {oules, 


>| 1. your requeſts, your 
SF AGE | euerall Sheritialtics 
VANS | (Rrobt worſhipſull ) Þ 
Sz5\\0| preached theſe two ſer- 

| = 7701s: where I truſt the 
Lordgane a bleſſing, tothe fruit of my 
barren andvnworthie lippes . But be- 
cauſe the mot fart of «Auditors heare # 
fermons, as Tranailers, bythe love, 


muht v/e Grapes :thatis : eate ſome Devt, 23.25 


forthe pre{entrime,but cary none 
away with ther « and for that oth 
"ES: Ford 


| 


' 


phn.6,1 2. 
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Taz Ep1STLE 
Lord and Sauiour teacheth ſuch fruga- 2 
litie in feafts of ſmall preparation, that 
the fragments ſhould be gathered 
vp ,andnothing loſt: 7 have thought 
it not amiſſe, to preſſe ont the liquour of 
theſe my grapes, and preſent the reuer- 

fron of them,as it were after the feaſt, 
ia this basket of leaues : for 4 more pe- 
nerall vſe, and longer continuaunce. 
7 the remaynes ſeeme greater then the 

former prouſion , impute it to Gods 
bleſing, that ſuffereth no decrements, 
zor want at hu feaſies : and to the ſhort 
allowance of tyme , wherewith my 
wordes (but not my ſenſe ) were aſſy- 


Jed, and ftinted at the fir deliuerie. 


Tn ſuchearne# buſineſſe, when there 1s 
20 ſurplus of time to bee borrowed, we 
holae it laWfullto temportzg : not quen= 
chng the ſpirit,but coueying the ſtreams 


FT 


DxeD1caTOR1E. 
of our words withm narrow banks:after 
which fort, they may be more fruitfull 
(the Lorde aſiſting) then if they oner- 
flowed, all without boundes or meaſare. 
But howſocuer then,theſe exerciſes were 
abriaged by the hower , yet now in the 
writing, Þ haue giuen them more free 
event, and libertie , where euerie man 
may bee the caruer of bis owne time, 
in hearing and reading . And mn 
this maner nowe publiſhed , T ſende 
them abroade, vader your names and 
zytles (Right wor(hipfull)that they may 
be, not onelie 4 Pledge of my good will 
zo you both, united in one Epiitle, as 


yeeare 1n fl and in loue like Da- 1-Si.20. 174 
2.Sam.1,26 


uid 4nd Tonathan : but alſo pine te-* 
feumonie of that commendable order m 
Your praue aſſemblies ,where I percerued 
both Inages and Gentlemen, begmning 
el } theiy 


' 
| 
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their affaires , with the firſt fruits of 
their knees, eares,hearts , and tongues 
conſecrated to God, and airekbing the 
reſt of their proceedings accordingly, in 
wiſedome,andiuſtice. In this looſe and 
prophane age,wherm too many make an 
1able of their priuate fancic, and bleſſe 
themſelues in their mother witte ( the 


 b,devera moſte baſe Idolatrie of all others, 
elig,ca.z8, faith Auſten) It #4 comfort yet, that 


the {#dars , and men of greateſt note, 
will beautifie Gods ſeruice with theyr 
worthie examples, as they ſlreugthen 
iudgement with their eAuthoritie, The 
auigent execution of tudgement im ciutl 
cauſes, 1s without doubt an acceptable 


feruice to God. For which purpoſe,both 


iudoes, C9 Rulers are conmanded to be 
:/c,and {earned, that in the ſame they 
$34) [ertss the Lord:yet zot onely asc tl 

| Politicians 


DeDicAToRI1E, 
Poltticians,but as holy Chriſtians with 
feare and trembling. And therefore they Pſal.2, 
muſt kiſle the ſonne/eaſt he be angrie, 
and bende the knees of their wiſdome, 
power 1 authoritie, ro the name of him 
firſt,that is preſident ouer the congrega- 
tion of the godson earth. The heathens 
newer durſt attempt any matter of great 
| importance,without nuocation on their 
gods, and ſome ſolemne inauguration, or 
ſacrifice, performed by their prieſts, and 
wizards ; to get 4 forehand bleſſing to 
their aftions, Euen amongſt therit ſee= 
medabſurd,and arrogant, to commence 
graue enterpryſes , Without calling 4 
greater power to their aſftaunce : al- 
though ſome <d attribute ſo much to 
their owne wiſedome, proweſſe, and for- 
tune,that they thought praters were for 
ſample wretches,and fooles,as Aiax (like 
A 4 an 
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Tres EPISTLE 
<4:ahon 47 Atherſt)vaunted:Aliorum eft yin- | 
brat, de cereDco iuuante,&c.O0ther coward. | 
ſſprecat. /; felowes may obtame viftorie by the | 
[ helpe of God,but ſuch as be could b well 
q enough nib him , Tet (uch were | 
accompted moſt miſerable, cuen of thoſe 
that had onelie 4 generall glim(e of ans | 
conknowne God: and therefore Homer 
at all hard aſſates ſheweth how preat,es | 
\f ſmall, aid enterpriſe nothing Without 
ſome ſupphcation to the gods.eAs for the | 
| Numb 'o, auncientI{raclites, they had their Le- 
uites wtf trumpets 70 go before thems |} 


1,Sam, 1473 Prieſtes and Prophets aſaſtant m all ; 
I | difficult occaſrons. When Saul left 10 | 
| muel.he proued h1;{clfe a foole, though | 


G bee offered a felfe-will ſacrifice to the | 
f Lord. And what became of the penne of 
the Scribes,or the wiſome of the wiſe, | 
| yr hen they leanedtotheir one fancies? 

| 


The 


DEDICATOR1E, 


The pen(/aith Ieremy became vain, lerem.$.9, 


the wiſe mE are aſhamed, afraid, & 
taken,forlo: they haue reieed the 
word of the Lord,andwhat wiſdom 
isinthE? But the prattiſe in thoſe your 
aſſemblies declare your reuerence to ho- 
lyexerciſes,whichto your comendations 
and godsgloryare continued: the Char- 
ter of heauen being firſt vnfolded,e>-the 
Commiſſion from the next ſupreame Go» 
wernor afterward being read, that both 
your authoritie from heauen, andearth, 
may gine the Indges confidence m their 
proceedings,C good ſucceſſe n their at- 
terminations, In that place at two ſeue- 
rall tmes I was a witnes of the generall 
cajent of many worthy gentlem#,for the 
furtherace of peace,zuſtice,E5good order: 
but I haue had dayly experience im your 
felues,& ſon others about vs,vith what 
{mmgular care 


Trr EPI1STLE 
care ard dexteritie, you haue managed 
the weightie affarres,both of your Prince 
and countrywhenſoeuer you haue beene 
emploied,by commiſfon from the one, or 
petition from the other. Neuther haut 
your publike employment witharawne 
youfrom the exerciſe of priuate vertues:; 
| Jour delight 12 hole exerciſes 18 Manie 
\ eſt, by your duligent repaire vnto them, 
i your affabilit ie,and kindneſſe appeareth 
| 12 the courteous carriage of your ſelues 
# towardes all men that deſerue not the 
| contrarre Which perſonall qualities are 
J alſ1araced with a diligent reformation 
\ In PanTgy- of your followers : a matter of greater\ 
———— magnificence(/a:th Plinie)then for 
a mantoreformehimſelfe. Whence 
] t was that the © ucene of Saba was not 
f ; King0.5- onele in admiration of Salomons wi/- 
# dome,and an{wers; but alſo of the ſitting 
0 


Depicartor it. 
| of bis ſeruants, and the order and appa- 
rellof bis attendants, Toconfirme and 

encourage you in this courſe of vertue, 

ye haue had both domeſtucalland neigh- 

bour examples, whereof ſome haue en- 

ard their race, others remame ſtill, not 

forgetful of ther { ountrie by priate 
occaſions,or greater preferments , eA- 

mong#t whom 7 may regiſter theſe two 

worthy &/ ancient flandards, fir Hen- 

rie Cocke , avd /;r Philip Butler, 

knights of eſpeciall marke,and accompr, 

ſuch as fince my remembrance haue flou- 
riſhed in the Courts of the Lords houſe, 

and yeelded much excellent ſeruice to 

their Prince,ſuccour to therr coitry,and 

ſhadow to the Preachers, and miniſters 
of the truth. Nether is the laſtof theſe 

qualities to be the leaſt regarded, eſpe- 

ciallie among ſt vs, where the miniſters 
are 


Trr EprsTLE 
are prouided of mamtenaunce , but as 
yonger brethren, hauing linings for the 
moſt part like the Amazontes, giumyg 


fucke but of one breaſt, the other being 


with an Imprepriation , For who ſeeth 
not how euerie Bramble 14 readie to 
ſcratch them that creeps low2euerie co. 
warde hartned to ſtrike him that may 
not ſtrike again? ſpeake not this for ins 
| | patiencie of want,or iniuries,or to plead 
an irregularitie to priuiledge any cor- 

wi ruption m vs © for wee haue learned 
3 both to be abaſed,$5 to abound, toturne 

| | Philip.4. to. our chockes to the ſmiter: and gme for a 
need the coat of a poore vicaridee,to him 


of our parſonage.But ſo long as the Lord 
maimtaineth the crowne vpon the head 
of his annointed handmaid,g continu- 


eth 


that by law can take away the cloake of 


diſeaſedwith a Wolfe , or quite cut off 
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 Dxvtcaroris.: 
| £2h our gracious Prince nurſe royall of 
the Goſpel,e5 mother of peace: we are to 
expett ſafely vnder ſuch as you (Right 
wor(bipfull bemg hir hands, &/ wings of 
defence,asſhe us the eAngel of God vpon 

the earth for the preſeruation of his pro- 
phets C5 people. And 1 muſt confeſſe,that 
aa the Lord hath planted this barren uu- 
riſaittion with many fruitful vmes: ſo 
haue they receted fro time to time much 
comfort & aſfiſtance in their minſterie, 
by you the religious gentlemen of d1gni- 
tie,and countetiaunce,wherein you giue 
teſtimony thai youfeare the Lord,whoſe 
lowly ambaſſadors you kinalyentertam, 
eAnd his true feare us the onlygrain,that 
ſetteth a perfe(t glaſſe,and 4 luely tinc- 
gure pon all other Wwordly reſpettes 
and colours : which ſhall flouriſh , when 
Nimrods Babel, Abſolons pillar, 
all gorgeous buildings, with the names 


of 


Taz EpisTtts 
of their founders ſhal lie in the duſt.Net- 
ther amongeſt theſe comforts receyied, 
toward the encouragement of the Mmi- 


feers hereabouts,nay 1 forget the tender 


regardof that reuerend father, placed 0= 
wer vs,now LB.of Lond, whoſe entrace 
w24 in much fatherly kindneſſe towards 
v5:n0t 1n any hard exattions, colourta 
with beneuolence, but rather in forbea- 
rance of auntient duties;ſimce when he 
bath acclared his continuallcare, by dt- 


werſe cautions giuen for our gentle and 


courteous Vſage:beſide the prenention of 


ſome late expenſes,and payments, that 


elſe.where , the meaneft lungs taſted 


aeepely of, All which temporall encor- 


ragements,being ſupplies of ſome cotent= 
tation toa meane eſtate,we thanketully 
a cept,ee at the hardes of God, there [# y 
ecknowle 118 oker ſelurs tee] oh Corte 
70 
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Depicatorie. 
to diftill our ſpirits,and ſiudies mto /ach 
wine of comfort , as may againe cheare 
both Godand men.In the depth of which 
defere, 1 the moſt vntimely ſlippe mthe 
eomezard haue tendered theſe two Ser. 
1s, as an after gleaning of grapes, vn= 
rothe preſſe of learning:the licor wherof 
if it hath any wateriſh, or earthly weft, 
rmpute it to the caſke : if it haue any ce- 
leſtrall rellſhe,or ſweet ſauouryeelde the 
praiſe and glorie to God, Who zx able to 
ture our weake water gnto wine of ſtras 
conſolation; whereof I wiſh the perpetu- 
allfruition , to your ſelues as to mine 
own ſoule. And further deſiring the Lord 
of bis abundance,to multiplie his graces 

ſpiritual e* temporall,vpo you £5 your 

poſteritie for ener:I hiibly take my leaue . 

Yours inthe Lord, 

William I eſterman. 


KS ) 


CAuenge not your ſelues ( dearely beloved ) 
but gine place untomrath: for it is writ- 
ten: Vengeaunce is mine, and I will re- 


paye,ſayth the Lord, 


He moſt wiſe and ho- 
ly Lord & Law-giuer 
FSR of Iſraell (Right Wors 
Day beful and right Chri- 
7 (tian Andiente ) orday- 

& ncdthacthe fonnes of 
d J Aaronwith their //xer 
AL Trumpets, ſhould ſoiid 
Out, as well the ſommonsvnto the cimill aſſems- 
blies of peaceyand religious exerciles: as the A- 
larum to Rake warlike enterpriſes. The 
ſame Lord becing our Ge4 (till,requireth the 
ſubliance of thoſe ceremonious ſhadowes in 
our ſolemnities, For ee are his people; we are 
the Lewites 3 his two Teſtament: are the two 


.filuer Trawpers > the diſtinRion of ſounds is 


pricked downe before vs in his booke of 
eruch , whoſe direct wee are to ſing after, 
ſoliding out ſomerime doRtrine of in{truRion, 
ſometime of reproofe, ſometime of comfort, 
ſetring it ſometimes to the heads and rulers, 
ſometimes to the meaner ſort, ſometimes to 
peace,ſometimesto wart,asthe Lord ſheweth 
occafiongand the ſpirit giveth ytterance, Now 
becauſe I am at this prefenc, though of ny 

B {clts 
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- A prohibition _ 
ſelfe an earthen pitcher, yet called to ytter 
ſome certaine voyceout of theſe filuer trum- 
pets,thar all ſorts of Auditorsheere aſſembled 
may reuerently, and inthe feare of God, pre- 
are themſclues to be Actors in this entended 
feruice : Thaue made choyſe of this Text to 
be the keye whereunto I may ſet my tune : 
whercin the holie Ghoft by ſaint Paul ſoun- 
deth a retreate ynto all quarrellers,and plain- 
tiffes, intending priuate reucnge,or hamme= 
ring miſchiefe in their hearts, For as in the 
former part of this Chapter, hee.vſed all 
ſweet inducements ynto louezand peace,and 
all -good arguments to diflwade from haugh- 
tin-fle'of minde, ambition, felfe- conceipt, 
being the only ſparkes that fire mens affeti- 
ons, and hinder that peace which wee ſhould 
keeye with all men , if it be poſſible, and the in 
vs : fo now as though hee perceaued mens 
h*artes burning, theyr defires ſwelling , 
theyr mouties raging, theyr handes threat« 
ning, theyr daggers drawne, and the peace 
in daunger to be broken,he Reppeth foorth 
in the middeſt, 2s a blefied peace-maker, 
and drawcth out the ſword of the ſpirit to 
take vp all quarrels,& preuent ali miſchicfes, 
afrer this manner : Amenge not your- ſelues 
(arcarely beloned)) but gine place to wrath : 
for it is written G6, 


This 


of Reuetige. 3 


This ſeetnes to be-a Writ from aboue : and 
Itisro be ferued by vs the Meſſengers of the 
Lord, vpon you his people, that by meanes } 
of-your Chriſhan proteſſion doe owe eſpeci- 
all obedience co the high courr of heauen, If 
wee bteake open this writ, wee ſhall perceive 
the contentes thereof to be firſt 4 Probibition 
of Reu:nge : Anznge not your ſelues ( dearely 
belowed) but gine plece to wrath : ſecondly a | 
Corfirmacio by the Authoritie of {cripture.For , Confrmatid 
it 6 written: : vergeantice u mine,l will repay, 
ſayth the Lord. | 

Reuenge is the puniſhment of injuries,and The Pcobibil} 
the redrefle of wrongs; the queſii6 is ro whom 90 
this puniſhment and vengeance belongeth:it 
i mime ſaith the Lord, I well repay, by my lelfe or 
my lubflitutes;therefore Anerge not yomſelnes, 
intrude not into my chrone, foreſtall not my 
right ; but rather giue place tro myne ordie 
nanec,lert mans anger yeeld co Gods wrath ; 
mans impotencte to gods power : mans par- 
tizlitic to Gods Iuſtice; mans ſecret conſpi- 
racie to the publike Tudgement- eflabliſhed 
by God himlclfe. 

The Revenge therefore that is by this Prohibi- 
ticnremoued, is prixate : ſuch a3 recciuing ins 
teries offered without right, repayerh them 
2g2ine without Law. The reuenge,& redrefie 
of wrongs warranted vnto vs,is the wrati: & 
yengeance of the Lord cicher mediatly robe 
B z CRECUs 
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4 A prohibition 
executed by his Miniſters ordayned to take 
vengeaunce of euill doers: orelſe immediatly 
by the Lord himiſelfe, where the ſword of the 
Magiltrate is too ſhort, or the hand too ſlack, 
to {mite the malefactor. 

The chiefeſt doubtremayneth in this word 
Wrath,cothe which wee are to gixeplace: for 
ſome haue interpreted it of mans Fratb,nor 
Gods: ſome of our owne wrath wherein wee 
are agents and feele ouranger boyling,and be, 
ginning to kindle in the boſome 2 theſe coune 
fayle vs to refift anger at the firſt, or at the 
leaſt, ro retyre our telues and giue backe fro 
the extremitie,and continuaunce of it: to let 
ſlippe all occafions of quarrell,and foto for- 
get and forgiue, that wee eſchew all pro- 
uocations,all motions or ſpeaches, that ma 
renew the memorie of wrongs, or —_ 
the conceipt of injuriesand indignities: ſome 
agame expound it of mans wrath as it is in 
another,8& wherin he is the Patrent:as though 
this were a Caxeat to ſtay vs from laying ficks 
ypon another mans fire : that wee blow not 
the coales, of another mans chaler : that wee 
anſivere not a foole according to bis fooliſhneſſe, 
nor an haſte man according to bs haſtineſſe : 
by that meanes adding ole to bus flame , or 
oyning our impatiencie with his injuſtice. 

Burt wze follow thoſe interpreters which 


with beſt warrant do yaderſtand this wrath 
of 


of Reuenge. 
of Gods wrath, and the renenge of mniquitie, 
ot his diwire Tudgement,and not of the anger 
either of the wrong dooer, or ſufferer ? For 
notwithſtanding the ſenſe of the former be 
godly and ſomewhart to our purpoſe : yet this 
phraſe of-gizmrg placezis not vied in that fig- 
nification affirmartively,but rather negatively: 
as ( Saint Paul ſayth to the Epheſians ) Gmae 
#0 place to the divell : and ſo in that ſenſe 
would hee haue ſaide heere ,gine no place to 
wrath,if hee had vnderſtoodit of the ynlaw- 


full and wicked wrath of man,and not of the 
moſt lawfull and holie wrath of God. Bur I 


' neede not make many wordes, let the Holie 


Ghoſt interpret it ſelfe , which by the Con- 
firmation brought from the Authoritie of Mo- 
ſer, and the month of the Lord bimſelfe,doth 
manifeſtly declare,that ſuch wrath is heere to 
be yeelded ynto,as the Lord claimeth to him< 
ſelfe by the termes of yengeaunce and recom- 


pence : the later whereof, Saint Paw/ for the Dent.3t 35, 


more certaintie, and clearer application ex- 
poundeth inthe perſon of God,and ation of 
his vengeaunce, / willrepay. 

Now wee haue notice of the Authoritie 
wherewith this writ is confirmed, let vs ſerch 
the contents and meaning of the Prohibition, 
being direRed from ſo great a Lord, ynder 
perill of our ſoules if wee obey not his com- 
maunde. 
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6 A Prohibition 


[ 
{| Theritle, Inthis behold firſt the zirle wherewith S, Pay] 


greeteth vs: which is moſt kinde and louing; 
D earely beloued:lecondly the reſtraint, Auenge 
net your ſelues: thirdly a dereflion; gine place to 


e 'zyrath , Fourthly : nore how euery wotd ofthe 


probibition is backed & {ecoded with ſomerea- 
{on impli:d,to diflwadefrom priuatereuenge, 
and ro draw to a paticnt abiding of the Lords 


leiſure, and an expectation of his wdgements 


. to be executed, | 
Ler vs firſt examine this amiable title,which 


ſerueth asa ſwectingredienceto qualifie a bit- 
ter medicine + Dearely beloned ſaith hee, as 


though he would proteſt before handgthat al- 


though he reſificd theiraffetions,and croſled 
their {iubborne willes,by with-holding frore- 
yenge,yethedid itfor loueto their ſoules, ayd 


cure to the ſoares of their mindes, If we confider 


the eſtate of Gods belcxed people inthislife, 
we ſhal findechatthey haue neede of many ad- 
monitions and precepts of pacience,and for- 
bearanceyfirft becauſe of their infirmities, ſe- 
condly becaule ofthe continual reproches and 
wropgs which ſhall beoffered vatothem,Gods 
belt beloued are not ſoperfetand exaR, but 
they arc{ubicct to paſſions,and often reſoluti- 


WM» g,Sam, 25.24, ons ofReyenge againſt their enimicstas, Dawid 


was matching tothe deſtruction of Vaball,tor 
his churlith anſwere,rill Abigar/ meereth him, 
and with gracious words allwageth his gilpleas 
ſure. 
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ſure. And who ſeeth nor; but the life ofthe beſt 
Chriſtians is a marke for a!ll wicked men, and 
the diuellhimſelfe to be continually darting at, 
and therefore euen tothem, being Gods belowed 
is it neceſſarie to giue this /tem: Dearely bew 
honed anenge net your ſelues, Beloued they were 
to whom Pax vitered this, as thoſe are that 
heare this firſt belowed of the Lord:ſecondly for 
the Lords ſake beloued of the miniſters of 
God. Will youthen ſee what reaſons may bee 
drawne from this title,to keepe ail Chriſtians nexfons 
fro reyengc? Say you are ditquieted, repro- from the tit 
ched, oppreſſed: Let this be your c6fort, you againſt re- 
are beloued of God, whoſoeuer hateth yau : 9336- 
you are his dearlings,he tendreth your caſe hee 
numbreth your baires , hee putteth your teares 
mm his bottell. 
Wee are content to endure great daungers, 
for thoſe that wee know /owe vs : to put vp 
many injuries at the intreatie of our friendes; 
and whois a /oxer like the Lord,or a friend like 
him, which entreateth vs,and chargeth vs,not 
to Anenge our ſelnes,not to reſiſt euillybur ro 
commit our cauſes,and ſoxles in well doing 19 1,Þet, 4.1 9s 
the Lord our faythfull Creator,and Renenger. 
Againe:thoſe whom wee /oxe wee imitate, 
and expreſſe in manners and behaviour : As 
God is our Father in Creation & Aacption: {0 
muſt we proue our ſelucs to be bis children 
in Imitation : but in nothing may wee bercer 
B 4 declare 
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A Prohibition 
declare who is our father, then as wee were 
beloued when wee were enemies : {o to lowe 
againe , and pray for our eximies when they 
haue wronged vs. Dyd our Saxiour Chriff 
reuenge when hee was birt ? No : ſayth the 
e Apoſtle, beeing reuiled hte reniled not againey 
beeing iniaried bee ſought no rewenge when be 


ſuffered, hee threatned not, but committed it to 


him that inageth righteouſly , Thus doing hee 
left an exampleythat we ſhould follow his foot= 
ſeppes, | 
The dixell when hee getteth audience, tel- 
leth a man how much hee is hated, and inv 
juried : but the ſpirit of God being pure is alſo 
peaceable and telleth him how much hee is 
beloned, endeuoring to drowne all conceipt 
of mens ſpight and malice, in the depth of 
Gods laue ſet as a ſealeto his conſcience. And 
{rom this ground of Gods fauour and /oue,he 
rayſeth an argument of charitic and kinde- 
neſle to other: wherefore Colo], 3, ſaith Saint 
Paul; cAs the eleft of God,holie and beloued 
wt on the bowels of mercie,hindeneſſe humble< 
neſſe of minde, meekeneſſe , long ſuffering, for= 
bearmg one another,and forgining one another : 
as Cbriſt forgaue you, exen ſa doe yee, For it is 
an Article of Conenant beetweene God and 
our ſelues,rehearſed in our prayers, and parle 
with"the Lord, that as wee are forgiuen our 
effevſes,lo ſhould wee forgine, M 
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of Reuenge. 9 

If wee breake couenant, and forgiue not 
others : how can wee demaund performance 
at his hands, and not rather looke for ſuch 


meaſure as wee mete to others ? When our 
HMafter remitteth ter thouſand talents, if wee 


bee {traight laced,and will not forgine a trifle xcath1s. 


of ſome hwidred perre, it is a token that our 
finall guretzs eff, is not ſigned by the Lord, 
bur that hee will call vs backe to an after re- 
Foning,to pay the vimoſt farthing,or indeede 
lye by it for cuer, 

Dearely beloned, ſayth Paul,as of God, fo 
beloued for bi ſake of my ſelfe : 1 loue you 
and yer may not flatter yow. What will many 
of our paynted Chriſtians ſay to this? Surely, 
hee is not my fr1endghee loues mee not, that 
would aduiſe mee to ſuffer this diſgrace, or 
put yp this inturie : Itis againſt my honour, 
my worſhip, ſay the greateft, againſt my profic 
& credityſay the meaner ſort : nay it is againſt 
my conſcience, (lay many ) to endure theſe 
wrongs : when alas it is luſt and concupiſcence, 


not conſcience that fighteth in their members, Tam 4.t 


and breedeth this dilquiet. 

Are wee then beloued of the Lord, and of 
thoſe that are his deare children, tt. ough wee 
be maligned and hated, and opprefled of 0+ 
thers? Oletvs keepe this hauen of retuge,and 
{uccouropen, that when the world js a ſea of 
troubles raging againſt ys,wee may — 

clues 


— 
Sa 


10 A Prohibition 


ſcluesinto the ſame ; and giue backe into the 
comfortable armes of his loue. Let vs rather 
looſe our longing defire of renenge, then the 
fauour of that Lord, by whom we are ſodeare= 
ly beloued, 

Thus doth the eApoſtle ſweeten his 
ſharpe meſſage, like alouer, giuing a faythfwull 
wound for health,and notfor hurt: m a tender 
regarde to preſerue his clients (like a goad 
counſaylour )in the eucrlaſting poſſeſſion of 
their ſoules by patience. As Paul,ſo I would all 
Ambaſſadenrs of heauenly peace would keepe 
this note of loue,thatone (tring ſoliding right, 
might ſerve to ſet all the otherin tune, And 
thus much for this ſweet r/4/c: Dearely belomed: 
which 1 deſire of the Lord may make ſuch 
melody in your hearts,at this preſent time,that 
ail deſire of renenge,and bitter paſſions of the 
minde aſſwaged,you may be tranſformed in- 
to ſuch fincere keepers,counſaylours, and ſee- 
Fl; kers of peace,thart this title may remainefor e- 
7-788 uer verified in your ſoules,Dearely beloued, 
18: -There. Now foloweth the reſtraint, Auenge not your 
gy fraine. ſelues. Renerge is a ra(h proceeding to the 
f uniſhment of iniuries receaued, without law, 
WE Of revenge without order, without authoritie. In cuery pri= 
1 # by hearr, ”  uateman there be three infiruments readie to 
| eongue,and further this reucnge, the heart,the tongue,the 
th and. hand, 
ot Firſt is the heart prohibited from all pur- 
poſe, 


Prog7.6, 


- 
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of Reuenge. 11 


poſe , and deuiſe, or defire of vengeaunce, 1,The hearts] 


For in the heart js the bottome and coare of 
this diſeaſe. There lurkes a roote of bitter- 
neſle, which if'ic be not ſtocked vp, will 
ſpring vp, and defile both mouth,and man- 
pers , Concupilcence is the mother of ma- 
ny wicked impes, fathered by the diuel), and 
concciued inthe wombe of the heart, which 
mult be ſtrangled in the byrth: orelſe like the 
vipers broode, they deſtroy the wombe, and 


miſchicfe many others. Prom the heart come Math.1s.1g, 


enill though ts,murthers, falſe teſtimonies, ſlaun- 
ders, ſaid he that krew the heart, But me thinkes 
I heare ſome whiſper; that thought is free - It 
is free indeede, but how ? free from the de- 
tection or puniſhment of man : but the Lerd 
which made the frame of the heart and ſearcheth 
the thoughts, is a Tudge ſtanding before the 


doore therof, to cor:demne thoſe that dos but lan.s.9, 


rndge againſt their bretheren,ſaith ſaint Tames, 


Hell and deſtrutton are before the Lord haw proyxg,ue, "| 


much more the hearts of the ſonnes of men. 
The finne of the divel was but an exaltation 
of the heart. A wicked heart # an abhomination 
to the Lord:although it want meancs,cither of 
firength ro giue correſpondencie to the will, 
or audacitie to ytterthe poyſon and ipightin 


tearmes: for intention 1s attion, and hating 8 nm. 1x, 


kelling , before almightie God, the Indge of all 
ſecrets, 
The 


| 
| 
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The /itzation of Terichs was pleaſannt, 
bur the water was nanghtiand the ground vent« 
mou and barrengtill Eliſha the Prophet,by an 
infuſion of Salt ceft into the ſpring of the was 
ters, cured thoſe infettions qualtties : and ſo be= 
lowed, is the eſtate of a profefſed Chriſtiang 
pleaſaunt to behold with many ſeeming com- 
modities,which ( if the waters of the heare be 
bitter and infectious with the inueterace leaves 
of malice Jare all daſhed, and made matrers 


of daunger and deach,rather then meanes of 


comfort and life, 

The word of God is the ſa/t which muſt be 
caſt intothe Fountaine head of the bart,which 
beeing healed redrefleth all daungers and in- 
conueniences,and thzs is that word, and that 


falt wherewith wee defire to ſeaſon and ſucke 


out all corrupt humots from the bottome of 
your hearts, 

Anenge rot your ſelues acarely belaned 
Diuerſe be the reaſons that backe this proh1bi- 
tion,and may make it of force to withdraw ys 
fro this priuate & priuic rancour of the minde, 
though commonly the afteRions incenſed 
hauc no eares. Bur ſee; (beloued) before the 
Cocatrice egges bee hatched , and they breake 
ont into a ſerpent,whar trauaile, and payne, 
there is inthe conception,& breeding of miſ- 
chiete,& nouciſhing of a reuenging thought. 
What diſcafe can ſo diſfigure the bode and 
conſume 
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of Revenge. 13 
tonſume it? whar lofle can ſo take away the Reuenge © 
benefit of Riches or honowr ? or what canker hart colume 
can ſo infe& and poyſon the ſouleyas an en- 22y,Zoods, 
uious thirſt of vergeawrce,and a defire to cry and foule, 
ittance with our enimies ? Hee that carri- 1. The bodie, 
eth the fire of malice in his boſom, firſt burnes 
himſclfe , pyneth and ſcorcheth his braynes, | | 
dryeth the marrow of his boanes,drinketh vp 
his owne bloud, bewrayeth his worme-ecaten 
conſcience with the malicious ſparkles of an 
euil eye,For as W1/dome maketh the face to ſpine, Pron.15.13, | 
and a ioyful hart maketh acheerfull countenance, ©194.14-30, 
as a ſound minde is the life of the fleſh and reſto. . Fra 
ratine to the beanes: lo doth maliceput the face 145+ 
out of fauonr, maketh Caine walke with hanging 
lookes,conſumeth the ezes in the holes , hafie- £*47-14, 
neth death tothe body, & filles the boanes with | 
corruption . | 
The ſpirit of 4 man ( ſayth Salomon) ſuftaynerb Orom.1Þ; we 
his infirmitie « but a wounded ſpirtt,w ho can bears 
it ? Anger reſteth inthe boſome of fooles,and yet Eccleſ,7.11, 
lyke a reſilefle beaſt it zeareth rhe ſoule of him a 
that keepeth ir, It ſwellech ike poyſon,& ma- 14.184.  .| 
keth grin,and gnaſh the teeth like a dogge,for 
ſo .it is ſaid of Stephens enemies,Thetr hearts * 
burſt for ſpight, and they gnaſned at him with At: 7.54. 
their teeth,they ſhew the tricks of hell, and the 
propertie of the diuell in this lite, for Diabob ( 
propria eſt inn1diaglaith Baſt : Enuic of all 0. 344% de Invie! 
ther linnes is the divelspeculiar brand, where- | 
with 
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I, A Prohibition 

with he is marked. Doe but take a view of the 
enuious creature,marke his1oy and laughter,it 
is but to ſee others weepe and wring: by this, 
baltening vengeance ypon himſelfe , from the 
Lord which cauſeth malicious' men to bee 
caught in their owne ſnares, Therefore (ſayth 
Salomon) be ot glad, when thine enimie falleth, 
let not thine heart reioxce when he ſlumbleth,leaſt 
the Lord ſee it ,and hee be diſpicaſed,and turne 
his wrath from him to thee, So great an enimie 
is the enuious man to himſelfe,that he deriues 
the plzguesof others ypon his owne body and 
ſoule. 
ſelfe, proteſting thar hee reiozced not at the de- 
ſtrattion of him that hated him, vor was moos 
wed to ioyywhen ewill came-vpon him, As for 
the ſorrow and deadly vexation of the minde; 
which this defire of reucngegand hatred effe- 


2. The vſe of Qerh, as it tormenteth the bodic, (6 ir depri- 


| goods & ho- 
| I norabridge 
Sy by reuenge 0 


heart. 


Th Efbcr.5 11, 


4 ueth the rich of his eaſc,and the moſt honora- 


e ble of his contentment: his own? abundance 
cannot pleaſure him,nor his purple garments 
heale him. When Hamman hath reconed vp 
all the glorie of hu riches, the multitude of hs 
childrengall his promotions, wherwith the king 
had honored him, the fauour and banquets 
wherewith tne Queene had graced him, what 
is all this to cheere him vp that harh a clog in 
his heart, which driues him to confeſie,chat all 
this is unthing,fo long as hee ſees Mordechas the 

lew 


Whereof [ob defireth to cleare him-- 
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lew fitting at the Kinges gate: ſothat Haman 
cannot goe toyfully to the banguet,except he be | 
the hangman of his enimie, for detault of a | 
litcle curtefie rowards bim.Bur if this venime 
were but only daungerous'to the body,or on- 
ly fuch as wrought a diſconrentment roward ,  _. 
riches, honor, and things externall,it might 
ſeeme tolerable:but it poiſoneth alſo the ſoule, nimie to the i 
infecteth religion, intercepteth prayers, depri- {cule. { 
ueth vs of the ſight andpreſence of the Lord, 
eAll fleſply tmſtes (fayth Peter) firſt fight a '*P*t;2.11e 
gainſt the ſoule of onr ſelues, and that before 
they harme the body of others; for hee that 
beareth fire in his boſome firſt burnes him< 
ſelfe, before hee endaunger his neighbours, 4 
Admit thou knoweſt the truth, canſt reach o+ 
thers, frequent ſermons, profeſſe well, ſpeake 
fauourably,and Godly,yetifthou concealeſt a 
ſpightfull heart vnder this maſke of religion, | 
thou art bur as a potſheard onerlarde with fil- priy16.23, 
wer droſſe,a guilded ſepulchrezand all thy pro- | 
feſſis is but a lyegnot able to affourd any com- 
fort of conſcience to thyne owne ſoule : and 
thereſore fro ſuch bipocrites S, /ames pulleth 
of the yizard, and ſheweth them their owne 
eſtate, { 
If you hane bitter enuying and ſirife in your lar 14, 
harts 1ciojce net , neither bee lyers againſt the 
truth, How can that minde which is fluffed 
with ſuperfluitic of malice , heare with profic 
| that 


16, A Prohibition - 


that word , which is ſincere milke to: hee. re« 
ceiwed with meckenefſe as of new borne 
babes ? | | 

Againe , what prayers can iſſue from a bitter 
founcaine ? What defire or delyght- can the 
malicious heart baue to preſent it ſelfe before 
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4 manſlaughter? How dareſt thou offer thoſe 
fighes and groanestothe Lord tha bxeake frs 
a forge of reucnge ? With what- confidence 
cant thou lift vp thoſe hands to God for mer- 
ciesthat are readic- to be lifred vp againſt thy 
brother in cruelty ? ſeeing the Lord will baue 
Timerh,z,8, pure hands lifred vp without wrath of doubting ? 
aths. _ . Bleſſed are the pure in hart, fer they ſhall (ee 
Wh! | God : faithogr ſanicur; their ſoule is a glaſle of 
Wit jlobn.za. *' Gods cheerctull face: but bee that bateth bis 
Will brother i in darkpeſſe , A turbulent ſpirit, and 
a ſpightfull hearts like a croubled water, wher 

there appeares no reflcan of any.comforta» 

ble countenance, bur dregges,terronr, dark» 
neſſe,the ſhadaw of deach and cruelticy being 

the Image of the dixel/ himſclfe.Forx ther is no 

ſuch harbour for him to lurke and fortifie him. 

1121.25, ſelfe in,as that heart which # ſwept with anger, 
| aud garniſhed with wrath : ypon whole rage the 
ſunne bath often ſet: therefore ſayih-S, Paul 

ſe,4.26. tothe Epheſ* Let not the ſunne goe dawne vpou 

. yorer wrath, gine no place to the dwell: Who if 

he get in league with the corrupted will,he 
| imployeth 


the MaicGie of him that eſteemeth of barred 
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not your ſelues. 


dooers, Two ſorts of people are concluded,and 


of Reuenge. 17 
imployeth not onely the heart, but the tongue, 

not onely the tongue, but the eyes alſo i witch F4ſi 
craft ad vilaniey being his worke commonly 
ypon a profound malicegand an inueterate de= 
fire of reuenge. Secing thenthe very thoughts 
of reuenge,are indged and condemned of the 
Lordyſeing they are the roote of all miſchjefes, 
the tormenters of the body,the diſhigurers of 
the face,the depriuers of reſtin the middelt of 
riches & honour; the ſlaughterers of the foulc; 
the empeachment of religion;prejudiciall ro the 
hearing, and hinderers ot prayers,the eclipſe of 
theeye of our ſoule, that it cannot {eeGod, 
nor be ſeene ia peace of him; and the veryhar- 
bengers of rhe diuell,let vs that haue thought 
wickedly, (as who can ſay his heart us cleane? ) Prou,z0.99 
lay our handsypon ourhearts, and yezld our 

ſeluesto the vertue of this provibition , Auenge 


As vpon the heart,ſo the holie ghoſt com- l 
maundeti vs tolay ourhandsypon the mouth, W111 
to ſtay the tongue, and ſurcealea!! praftiſe of — bil 
reuerige, by. any outward meanes : that if wee , og. M 
cannotrule our atFections for loue of him that 5 
ſeekethto bridle them,yet wee may tame our 
our tongue, and reprefſe our ations for feare of 
the magiſtrate,that is the miniſter of God totaks NWly, 
vergeannce of all curſed ſpeakers, and wicked 


fhur vpwithin this reftraint.One ſort are like 


Pſal.no. 


183 A prohibition 
Lioxs,either roaring in high thundring words, 
or ramping in cruel maner vypontheirpray. The 


other, like Foxes, cloſe,andubrill, bur greedic 
notwithſtanding. One truſteth to hisforce: 


the other to his fraude: one taketh his luſt and | 


libertie,ſcorning Godsordinance , as a refuge 
for cowardes, and not a fitte redrefle forthem 
that haue nimble congues of their owne, and 


band: ſwift to ſhed bloud.The other giues backe | 


for aduauntage,and will crouch and bowe, till 
hee ſec his occaſion, and thenheeis mexci- 
lefle. 

P:rt,wee are by wertue of this warrant to 
charme thoſe great barkers , which vſing that 
womaniſh kinde of revenge, doe bend their 
tongues like bowes, and ſhoote thetr words hike ar- 
rowes, If to call our brother Racha, as much to 


ſay,as palcrie felow,deſerueth the puniſhment > | 


of a councell, if the nicke-name of foole in 21» 
adniſedanger be worthie of hell fire ; then what 
ſhall be given v1to thee thou falſe tongue, which 
loweſt and wſeſt to ſpeake all wordes , that may de- 
ſtroy ? which curteſt hike a raſor , yot onely thoſe 
that are preſent, but woundeſiylike a veremons 
arrow, the abſent and vnſeene ? Leiter wolat 


* grauiter oalnerat, ſayth Bernard, of the ſpeach 


of a wicked rongue :it flies lightly , but pear- 
ceth deepely : it entreth eafily, butgoes out 


| hardly : and that more is, YV#»oif{u waltos inter- 
ficit , with one blowe it ſpoyles a multitude 


How 
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of Reuecnge. I9 
How great is the wownde , that ſo ſmall a wea- 
pon maketh ? Saint James tearmeth it ro bee 
4 worlde of miſchiefe , a fire that enflameth the 
whole courſe of Nature, an wnrulie ewll , full 
of deadly poyſon, a beaſt that no man can tame, 
And yer the Lordes belex:d are not to ſuffer 
this member runne riot in themſelues 2 for if 
any man ſeeme religions , ard refraineth nat 
his tongue , but deceyueth his own? heart , this 
mans Religion is vaine. The belozedof the Lord 
that ſtrtue to bee perfett, and to bridle the whole 
bodie, muſt not let the tonguelooſe, Bleſsing 
and curſing, butter water and ſweete , muſtnor 
ifſue our ofthe fountaine of a ſanified mourh, 
Nay , if a man treſpedt but the benefices of a 
temporall cſtate, hee is to ſet a watch before 


bis month, For if aniz man long after life , and 1.Per,z, to; 
to ſee good dayes,hhe muſt refraine his tongue from P[ab 34, 


enill , and his lippes from guile , ſayth the holie 
Ghoſt. 

In the ranke ofthole,that praRice this kind 
of Rexenge, there are ſome that would ſeeme 
to ſurceaſe from their bitter and vnlawfull 
courſe , bur itis when they hane rather tired 
then tzmedtheir tongues, & ſpurgcd out their 
deadly poyſouto the ful,then they crie out, in the 
bitterneſle of their heart , vpon God and the 
Magiſtrace for further vezgeance againſt him, 
whom they haue moſt cruellie torne and de- 
praucd alreadic, 
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But they aſke and receane notyfor the ſpirit of 
them luſteth after ennie : and their curſe being 
eauſcleſſe, flieth like a byrd,ava ſettleth nowhere, 
onleſſe it returne totherr owne beſame. S, Jerome, 
hkeneth it vnto an arrow ſoct againſt a ſtone, 
which flicketh not in the marke, but often- 
times, Reſthens percntit dirig entem : flying back» 
ward, it ſtriketh the Archer. cAs bee lonedcur- 
ſing (faith Danid, fo ſhall it come wnto him it ſhall 
Come into his bowels lhe water,and like oyle into his 
boſomegit ſpall be as a garment to coner him,and 
a oyrdell to bus loynes, 

Are all words of rebuke, and curſes the 
fruits of hatredgand ations of priuate reuenge, 
& therfore vnlawtfull ? will ſome ſay: To which 
I anſwere,thatthere be reproofes of the righte- 
ous. proceeding from loue,and curſes of the yn- 
godly, iſſuing from zeale t: and watranted by 
the ſpirit of God,andrherefore are conſequent 
ſentences of his appointed wrath and vengeance 
vpon ſinners. Let the righteous reprone me ſaith 
Daxid, for that ſhall be as precious balme wpon my 
head.O fooles and ſlowe of heartylayd our Sawionr 


| tohis diſciples: and, goe behinde mee Sathangto 


Peter, that a little before made a bleſſed confeſ- 
fron of the truth, O fooliſh Galathians, who hath 
bewitched you ? writeth Paul to thoſe for whom he 
trauayled twyce,that Chriſt might be formed in 
the. Intheſe reprehenfions,and raunting words 
was no malice but a zeale to godstruth, hatred 
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- rebuked,and thence brake out theſe ſharp and 
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co ignorance,&loue to the ſoules of the parties 


charitabletermesof reproofe. Habet vera Am- Barrerd.1 43h 
citia obiargationem interdum,adulationems nyn- Epi. 
qua, Trew friendſpip chiderh ſometimes,flattereth if 
ener. Bur thecaſe ſcemerh harder in flat cur- 
ſes, and prayersof execration, and vengeaunce, 
which notwithſtanding by warrant trom the 
ſpirit of Godgbaue proceeded lawfully from 
the mouthes of holie mengin eſpeciall commiſ. FF 
fion forthe ſame, What woes, and iudgements Math.nt. i 
doth the Lord thunder our againſt Chorazim, 'K 
and Bethſfaida, againſt Phariſes, Scribes, and' Math.21, | 
bypocrits? Ieremre, and Danid praye moſt fer- lerema7 rg: 
wently againſt certainc enimies to God and thews lerom,18.2.2 pil 
ſelues. Saint Pauleinparticular againit Alexan- "bp 
der the Copper ſmith, prayeth the Lord, to re 
ward him according to his deedes, which were 
euill and cruell, Noah chaunged his tatherly Geneſ'9,25. 
words of blefling into a heauie curſe ypon his 
ſonne Chamgand his poſteritie. 
What ſhall we ſay of all theſe,but that they 
were warranted by the ſpirit of God, and their 
place aſſigned toreprooue, andpronounce the 
ſharp ſentence of the Lord againit his deſperate ' 
enimies revealed vato them, Forthe proyers A4rerſt.in Pre. ji 
1 
k 


2.7 imoth.4.14 


and imprecations of thoſe that were im-icwed 108, 
with a ſpirit of prophecie, came not from a= | 
ny defire or delight they bad t& ſee Gods ven- 1; 
geaunce ypon Others for any priuate reſpect : | 
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IKinzt,2- nonotthat calling of fire from heaxen, by Eli. 
4s, northat deadlie c»rſe of Eliſha vpon the ill 
nurtured children : but Elias was fired with a | 
peculiar ſpirit, againſt the enemies of God, }! 
which b:ing doubled on his ſeruant, procured | 
him in the Lordes name to cutle thoſe male= | 
part boyes, that reproched the miniſterie of 
God, in the wanton mockerie of E/jſhaes de- 
fe. So that thoſe curſes , whereupon preſent 
EiLevgsf. in execution followed, were but woaws preadicends | 
WE (P/419%  furura, ſaithe Auſtin , the maner of foretelling 
| things tocome: wherein the ſpirit giuing notice 
of Godspleaſure , the Prophet pronounced the 
juſt yengeance of God-to enſue, Ifany one ! 
nowvndertake to curſe, or call fire from hea- 
uenvpon any particular perſons, as the Pope 
4 banneth and curſeth the Lords annointed ma- 
T[Lukc-9.15 nietimes: his praters are turned into finne , bee 
knoweth not what ſpirit he isof , and therefore 

where he cerſeth,the Lordbleſſeth, 
Bur ITheare(me thinkes) ſome one thathath 
caughtalewde cuſtomeof ſwearing , curſing, | 
| 


— 
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and wiſhing vengeance at euerie worde, yet 
makcth this fooliſh excuſe for his filchie lat1- 
guage : Although I ſpeake all maner of miſ= } 
chiefe, curſe damnablie, ſweare horriblie, yet I 
proccl{i{with a moſtrous oath)thatI meane no 
harmegitis not for revenge, or anger, but cu- 
ſtom-I amfriends with God, and all the world; *' 
And:chus hee would iuſtife therree when the 
fruits 
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ſinne he maketb adoubleoffenſe: forthe righte. 
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fruits be wicked, He ſweares his yeaand his nay 
backward and forward, heefſalutes hisfriends, 
and ſcafons his ieafts with curſing & banning - 
and ſhall we beleeue that he feares God, when 
he teares God on this maner ? Shall wee thinke 1 
him ſo good a fellow,ashe makes himſelfe?$a- "T8 
lomon ſaith, the fanonrs of the wicked be crnettie, p,,,.. —_ 
his courtefies be curſings, his ſalutations yen=- 14.9% 0 5. 
geance, and miſchiefe. Are not theſe ſuch focles &* 
as make but a ſport of ſome? Are not theſe ſuch ; 
deceitfull men,asfeigne themſclues mad , and 

caſt firebrands at their friends,and then ſay: Am Proy.2448, 
1 not im ſport ? It is the propertie of ſome dogs 
tobarkenot ſo much for curſineſſe, asfor cu- perrarch, 
Nomegſaith one: andyetit is but acurriſh qua- 

litie atthe beſt : and ſurely hee that hath fuch a 

continual iſſue,and cankerin his mouth of ror- 

ten words, and bitterſtreames, muſt needs haue 

a finke of corruption in the heart: and what- 

ſocuer ſmall reconing hee maketh of curſing 

and blaſphemie, yet hee that ſmearcth often, 

wuſt needes bee like a ſeruaxt often beaten and |.,,,. . 
bunched , which can not be witheut ſome ſcarre, 10x, - 
ſaith the wiſe man : andif he knowledge not his 
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ous Lord, that wil demaund anaccomnt ofencr 
idle worde , will not bold him guiltleſſe vndoub- 
tedly, that with monſtrous oathesrakerh his 
namein yains, howſocuer the iudgements of 
the Lord are not regarded by the wicked. 
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A Prohibition 

Itisa queſtion moued,and anſwered by that 
learned father Befil,whether he that yſeth au- 
dacious {peech,and raſh termes,and yer ypon 
admonitio forthe ſame,maketh anſwere,Nibil 
habeo mali in corae, I haueno cuilin my hearty 
be to be credited in this caſe or no; His an- 
{were is that it fareth with a ſicke ſoule,zas with 
a ficke body. The diſeaſes of the body appeare 
not to euery one; no not tothe Patient him- 
ſelfe, when heis in his ſharpeſt fittes : yet when 
heragerh & ſpeaketh abſurdly and idly,though 
he ſaich hee 1s not ficke,no man of meane ex- 
perience will belecue him, but rather pirtic his 
caſe, being the more neere daunger,by how 
much hee ſeemes the farther from feeling and 
ſenſe of his griefe. 

In which caſe an expert phyficion acquain« 
red with the rules and fignes of his art,is able 
to diſcerne the ſecret diſeaſe,and the daunger 
thereof,and better enforme the Patient of his 
eltate,th& the ſtanders by,or the paticrafflicted 
himſelfe.So isit with a {cule. ficke wretch,that 
nether feels his corrupti6,nor knows the depth 
of his deadly woiid.For if herage and belth our 
vnſauorie & rotten words,curlings & blaſphe- 
mies,though he ſay his hart js ſow»d and cleane, 
ſhall wee belecue him ? Nay rather let vs gine 
credit tothe Lord, which as a moſt approued Phy- 
ficion hath ſer downe this Aphoriſme as an in» 
fallible rule : 144/25 homo +6, An cuill man out 
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of the euill treaſure of his hart bringeth forth exill, Luke.6.45. | 
For of the aboundance of the heart the mouth (pea« 
keth, Andhowſoeuer mans conſcience think 
x ſelfe cleare,or his mouth proteſterh of his in | 
nocencie; yet God is greater then his conſcience, | 
and will waken his ſleepic ſoule arthe laſt, by 
the ſcourge of the ſame conſcience : butinthe 
meane while wee are to know the tree by the 
fruict, and the fountaine by the water, aſſuring 
our ſelues, that where ſmoke and vapoures are 
there is ſome fire, and where maleuolene ſpea- 
ches breake forth,there is a malignant humour 
that ſcts them a floar. 

The offenſe of an cuill tongue increafeth by 
circumſtancesof the pefſon , that is affaulted 
by the ryot of the ſame. The higheſt degree is 
to ſetthe mouth againſt heauen, as Rabſache, 1/436. 
and /ulian the Apoſtate did : the next is tocurſe Eccleſ.10,20. 3; 
the King,or ſpeake ewill of the ruler of the people, Exod.22.28, Wil! 
to rayle at Authoritie: and then follow {uch Nl 
as vnnaturally curſe father or mother, of curſe T 6uic.26 
their children as Michahs mother curſed hir ſox; 
and ſuch as vncharitably curſe the deafe, which 
cannot heare,or fooliſhly curſe rhemſelues,and \ 
ſweare as Petey did, to ger credit amongtt a Mark.14.7t, i 
curſed company that vſed belike that faſhion 4P 
in their affirmations, 

As in alltheſe the impariencie or corrupticn 
of a wicked hart is diſcoueredyſo alſo doth ir 
ſhew ir ſelfe in the rage and crueltic of a man 
(voy againſt 
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26 A Prohibition 
ainſt the verie dumbe catcell, che power of 
hole life and death is in his handes , Balaans 


may diſconer biswicked heart, when be exceedetb 
inwrath againſt his aſſe , and (miteth bim with 


a ſtaffe and wiſheth a ſwordin his hand hke a ruf» 


nto kill him: for a good man is merciful to his 
eattell, faith Salomon and the beaſt that hee 
may killypon an occafion, hee will not curſe 
inhis anger,for polluting his mouth,or inurin 
his tongue to a wicked cuftome, for cuill Geak 
corrupteth good maners. Nay Afichael giueth 
vs an example,that we are not to blame no not 
the divellhimſelfe with curſed ſpeach, but to 
give place to the Lord that ſhall rebuke him. 
Andtherefore they thit defic him, and curſe 
him with outragious tearmes, rather ſerue him 
and pleaſe him,then offend him : for ſaith the 
wiſe man,When the vngedly man curſeth Satan, 
be cnrſeth his owne ſoule, | 
Bur of all other, no curſed ſpeakers are ſo 
daungerous in oureſtare,and neede ſo much to 
be curbed,asthoſe monſters which Saint Pe» 
ter ſhadoweth outin their colours , that walke 
after the fleſhin the luſt of uncleanneſſe, deſpiſing 
gonernment , being preſumptuous, and ſtanding 
in their owne concept , and not fearing to ſpeake 
euill of thoſe that are in dignitie . Be there not 
many ofthat vipersbroed, cockered ynderthe 


Popes wings,that hiſle like ſerpets,attheirdea. - | 


reſt mother,and curſe like Shine; , caſting our 
22; i 8 | rayling 
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rayling bookes, like tones to hitte the. An- 
oynCted ofthe Lord ? But they fall, like tones 
tofſed into the ayre, ypon their owne heades. 
Amongſt our ſelues at home : who is hee al- 
moſt that dares not reuile thoſe that are of 
greateſt yertue, beſt deſert , higheſt autho- 
ritie ? if they perceyue not ſuch to fauour 
their diſſolute behauiour, But when the Di- 


 uell anddrinke meecte togither , as they doe 


in many of our licentious peeple now a dayes, 
then is cuerie ſober man a notedenemie, cuc- 
rie Magiſtrate that keepeth peace or good 


not fticke to make ſonges of Daxid , nor 
= _ euill of the Gouernours; and itis like 
that if the wine fayled not, that is , their 
Imings melted not , and beggerie came not 
vppon them like an armed mas, they woulde 
not bluſh to brave Aurhoritie in open place, 
and diſturbe the whole courſe of iuſtice, As 
for ourſelues that ſpeake of peace, wee are 
ſure to bee afſayled with warre : when wee 
play vpon Davids Harpe to eaſe their griefe, 
they caſttheir ſpeares to wound vs: and charm 
wee neuerfo ſweetlie, yetthis Serpent of re« 
uenge and malice , cither is deafe and will 
not heare : or fierce and xeadie to liing vs: 
but it is our portion: wee mult beare it', you 
redreſſe it. And thus haue we diſcouered nor 
only che humour, but the yaporsand ſmoke of 
wy reuenge 


, order, a profeſſed foe. The Drunkardes will Pſal.69,12; 
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Reuenge kindled in the hearr,and yenting our 
at the mouth,that you the Lords beloued may 
ſee the deformitie, &reforme the fault,accor- 
ding to this prohibition of ſaint Paule, Auenge 
| not your (elues: which hee expoundeth to the 
SEpheſ.4.31, Epheſ, after thy ſort : Let all buterneſſe, crying, 
exill ſpeaktng be put away with all malicionſneſſe. 
Next after the rongue we arreſt by this Pro» | 
hibition the wilfull hands, and violent procee- | 
dings of thoſe that wil betheir owne caruers,8& | 
therfore without deliberation withthemſelues, 
without expeRation of Gods yengeaunce, a+ 
gainſt right, reaſon,and al good order, reuenge 
their injuries received indeede,orimagined in 
conceipt, | 
The Apofile heere ſpeaketh in rearmes of 
loue to all : but how ſhall weeſpeake ? or what | 
ſtile ſhall we vie tothe rufflers,& hackſers of 
our age ? Shall wee callthembeloued ? That 
were out of faſhion with ſuch affeRate male. 
- contents,thattakea pride to be partakers ofthe {| 
Geneſt6.12. curſe of Iſmael that hadÞis hand wp againſt e= | 
wery man,and euery mans hand againſt him,Shall 
wee call them chriftians,& ſo teach them their 
dutic ? That name fitteth notthe tragicall hy= | 
mor, and ſtage-like behauiour of our dayes: 
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| wherein euery Noxiceglikea fury,learnes to cry C: 
| | *Primus diabo, Renenge,to offterthe ſtabbe;tothreatenthe piſ@ |] A! 
l; diſcipulus. toll,and in their aduantage norto ſpare: nonot | P! 


Boſ. * a brother,but to'trike him,as**Cainezbe firf®s | Pp: 
Genef. 4. diſciple ; 


Co WW 77 WW CA 


.of Reuenge. 29 


Nl difriple of the dinell,did eFbel : not a reconciled 


friend, but to wound him traiterouſly as Toab did 
«Abner, Alas how is that ptetious accompt 
forgotten which the Lord maketh and deman- 


deth of man 4nd beaſt, for ſhedding of mans blond, Grn.g.s. 


with anvnpriviledgedſword,and a priuate an- 
ger! What ſmall reconing is made to deface: 
the Image of God, or teare the fleſh of our 
ſelues, as though men were become wolues & 

dragons,to their owne kinde! [s that valour & 

fortitude ſo to feare another mans lifs, that thou 

canſt not liue in quier,till thou haſt ſcene his 

death? Is it manhood,to be mon(trous,and 

cruell,like t6e ould Gyants;or ſanage, like beaſ?s 

of the pray ? 


' If youpromoke beaſts, they lay about them pre- 1 1ant.tth.s 
ſently with horne and hoofe, ſaith a father: and ſo !uſtit.Capas, 
| doe fooles receining hurt being led with a vea- 


ſonleſſe furte , ts rexenge ; they cannot reſpite 
theyr rage,nor mitigate theyr paſſions. A foole 
rageth and is careleſſe,and inthe haſt of his anger 


hee committeth follie, ſazth that wiſe king: but Prov.rgte, 


ſhall the heate of his bloud excuſe his aſſaults 
of violence & murder before the Lord ? Shall 
his anger,being a ſhort madnefle acquire him? 


Or ſhall the wounds that are given without Prev.23.29, 


cauſe,by ſuch as tarry long at the winegtil! they 
are enraged with heate,and diſpoſleſſed of wir, 
pleade a pardon for him,that killeth his coms« 


| panion in drinke ? Aske but the Philoſopher, 


and 
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2.Sam.3.17, | 


| 


| 
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Poſeph.bell.tud, 
bb. 2,cap,l 2 » 
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30 A Prohibition 
and he will tell vs, that drunken offenſes de ſerge 
dexble puniſhment, for ſuch madnefle is yolun- 
tarie, andſuch ignorance is wilfull : therefore 
our common ſpeach ſufficiently concludeth 
thispoynt, which awardeth him that killeth « 
mar when he is drunke, to bee hanged when hee is 
ober. | 
4 But of all other,that ſame violence and mur- 
ther which is effeQed by preſumprion,and pre- 
meditated circumſtances,is prohibired by the 
Lord, and to bee refifted by the ſworde vf his 
vengeance, Othat this fhnne'mightnot bee 
found in the houſe of 1acob; But what age is 
this? Or what pcople doe wee live amongſt ? 


-Bluntly to kill, and ſimplie to murther, is but 


for plaine fellowes - our gallants that ſtudic 
to bee madde with reaſon, haue an art of kil- 
ling , rules, traditions, and preceptsto teach 
them mutther by the booke : in which they 
growe more expert then captaine /oab, which 
could take the firff ribbe in his ſtabbes, where he 
was ſure to ſpeede, Such cunning there was in 
Teruſalem, not long before the ruine and de- 
ſolation thereof : for common ſtabbers , with 
their cloaked poyniards,and ſhort daggers,in 
the middeft of aſſemblies diſpatched thoſe a- 
gaynſt whome they made any quarrell, with 
orcatarteand ſecrecie , And it canbee no 

ood preſagement in anie Countrie , when 
bloudthirſtic men growe expert, and boalt like 
| CLANS, 
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tyrants, men ofpower and ſtrength to doe mil- 


chiefegand take away life : when alas it is more Avent, in 


, grate andproweſſe to Sine life, or preſerne it : for p[;1.52, 


eneric vermine, and baſe viper can wounds and 
kill:and is this a propertie for ſtrong men to glo- 
riein? 

But wee heare dayly the replie of ſome in 
their impatient mood;What? bal we ſuffer all? 
be made fooles?accounted comaras? and be fodif- 
armed,and boundto the peace,that euery one 
ſhal ouer-crow vs and oppreflevs?He that put- 
teth vp an old iniurie, prepares a new for him- 
ſelf Theſe are to-ynderftad, that the ſame God 
which forbiddeth private 7exege, hatn ordained 
apublike redreſſefor all iniuries, citherby them 
that carry the weapons of his wrath,or by him- 
ſelf, if iudgemet ſlumber with chem, Andther- 
fore as we haue a reſtraint to keepe vs from re- 
uenging our ſelues:fo we hauea direftion whi- 
ther to go,& ſpecdof aremedic in all our grie- 
uances Gine place vntowrath. He that wil right 
his owne cauſe, & be his own ſtickler & cham- 

ion,takes the place of Gods wrath, & intrudes 
bimfelf but the beloued of the Lord mult giue 


3.Direltion. 


Place : if thou canſtnot forbeare iniuries, yet 


orbeare,& expect 2 day of hearing ofthe righ- 
teous Iudge,or his lawful delegats.Neitherwhe 
private men ſee notorious finnes vnpuniſhed,is 
it lawfull for them vypon an ouerſhot zeale, to 
take vp the ſworde, andplay the Reformers, 
7p | Suck 
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3 .. AProhibjtion 


Such a one (wilt thou alledge }is aforſwofne 
wretch, Gods egimic: atid therefore I may doe 
the Lord good -ſeruice tokill him, ' 

Who art thoutbat ſo iudgeſt,andpreſumeſt 
to haue powre of life and death,without a com. 


miſſion ? Keepe thou thy bounds, wait-vpon - 


the Lord,tarrie his leaſure,Priuateme haue no 
further plea, but complaints to their ſuperiours, 
orteares andprayersto the Lord,in ſuch a caſe, 
Peter muft put vp his ſwordgor elfe Peter muſt pe- 
riſh with the ſmord, Although Symeon and Lent, 
ſeeme to haue a-iuſt cauſe of their violent 
coutſc,againſt Shechem,and ſhe if bee ſhould 
abuſe their ſiſter, as an whore ; yet theyr father 
lajeth a brand of Gods wrath upothem, for be- 
ing brethren in enill, and laying the man (though 

an offender ) in theircruell rape. * | 
. Tudasand Thendas ſtart ed vp in a time of tyran. 
mie and oppreſſion,when the people were mighti= 
ly racked with the Romane-exactions,andpre- 
tended adeliuerance: but their enterpriſe,be- 
ing not of God,came to naught with all the parta= 
kers, The like ſucceſſe had the-:Anabapriſ?s 118 
Munfter, who made a religious ſhew , of re- 
preſſing the tycanme,andvngodiyneſle of the 
gouernours of their times, And-what other end 
had our Ket of Northfolkegorſuch like vpſtarts? 
who {welling to a head by the confluence'of 
many poore wretches,crying out reformation, 
at length burſt chemſelues like a borch,and 
| _ declared 
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* enemie.is vniuſt, wilt thou be vngodiy ? be- 


gynccol erue our luſts, as the foxes & rrouble- 
tie, ſifitors dog, of wham wee ſhall ſpeake 


"TEES 


| 343Th%: 
ſter courſe. " LARBGE HO reuenge, 
If'we corifider firlt this aQion of auenging , 1- Reaſon 


F 4) » Cu RET bs 4 M _ . "IS L. 
whati$ it but to repay euill with ewill,to puniſh tro the ation TUE: 
| of aUe ging. 


with the thornes of1mpaticncie. Becauſe thine P/ſ«1es. 


cauſc he is an opprefor, ora {launderer, wilt 
thoube froward, and a murtherer? Ne vtarw 
RY inmits 


34 AProhibmion., 
ir ge, ſaith Bafil-let not thine ene» 
mybe thy ſcholemaſter,torech thee thatwhich. 
thoudeteſteſt in him. Shuldeſt thou be a glaſſe 
to reſemble the fury 8& madnes of the wicked 
in his angry moode? or ſhould thy voice be the 
Echo of his yngraciousIpeath?orthyband the 
juſtrument to bandy backe againe his balles of 
fire and miſchiefe? Nograther oucrcome the e= 
uill with goed: fire quencheth'not fire, butra= 
ther ſettes all on a flame 1 neither can cuill re- 
refle cuill, butincreaſe it rather : and one in- 
wry linkedto another(as Samſon: foxes, falined. 
with firebrands at their tailes )diſturbethe qui=- 
et, and deſtroy the fruit of whole ſocieties. But 
he thatrendreth good for badzheapeth hote coales 
n bis enemies head, notto conſume him by 
his will, but to kindle and ſtir him to charitie a- 
gaine,or at the leaſtto a cofefſion againſt him- 
ſelfe, ſuch as Sau/ made to Daxid; Thow art 
am, 24.18, wore righteous thanl, This is the victory that 
Chriſtians, which are'the heires of bleſſing, 
ſhouldcontent themſelues wichall. Contrary» 
ed admi. wile, Infelix vitloriaeſt in qua hominem (uperas, 
Lites rewplis witio ſuccabs : It is an vnglorious victory, when 
conquering a mangthou art foiled by a beaſtly 
vice, 
Secondly if we note the perſon here diſcharged 
from rexenge: it is our ſelues, How abſurd it is 
that one man ſhould be plaintiffe, witneſle, 
Iudge,andexccutioner,al himſcl/cin his gene 
. caule 


% 


2.R eaſons fro 
the perſon 7c- 
| ucnging. 
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of Reuenge. 95 
Gali, al of Sodgef men,cfnature, and 
comonlſenſe can teach ys. He that is firſt in his 
owne canſe i inſt;thatis;telleth a aca tov for "_—_ 
himſelfe, till his neighbour come and controll 
i. If the plaintiffe goeno further thenthe court 
of his owne affeQ1ons, he ſhall haue allthe fa- 
uour that may be, for heis Amicus curie, and 
the defendant ſhall haue neither audience, nor 
aduocatetherec, bur all extremitie ; for what o« 
therthing can be expeRed, whEa man jsplain-= 
tiffe, witnefle, udge,and executioner all him- 
ſelfe ; but that the ation ſhould be raſhly c6- 
menced,the witneſle corrupt , the iudgement 
partiall, and the execution both ſodaine and 
violent, 

In regard whereof our priuate matters aredif- 
miffed from our owne partiall hearing, & wee 
are inhibited as Iudges incompetent to deale 
for our ſelues. And although Chriſtians ſhould 
ns acourt of conſcience about them, where- 
in there is no corruption,nor I hard 
meaſure intendedto others, but ſuch as they 
dehre to be returned to themſelues, yet to a- 
uoide the ſlander & ſuſpition of injuſtice, they 
are to abidethe publike triall,& to ſubmit thE- 
ſelues,to the cEſvre of the Lords appointed mi. 
nifters,& in no caſe to defile their hands with 


the baſe execution of their owne reuenge, 3: Fromthe 


A third reaſ6isdrawen fro the direRion made, — 
to ſend vs where we ſhould ſecke,& may finde , —— 
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35  AProhibuion., 
remedic of al. cnormigies:Gine place vnta wrath, 
Wherin is thus much.implyedy that although, 
* thou haddeſi the ſword &the.law inthine own 
hand, and mightelt be thine awve caruerziand 
Chapion, yer thy hands mightfaile thy heart; 
thoughthy private anger becurſt yet hath it 
but ſhorthornes: the {trongeſt reuenger mee- 
teth with his match . Therefore that auncient 
tryall by combat , is growne our of praftiſe 
with.Chriſtans,becaule therein the innocent 
partie is as farre endavngeredas the offender, 
the weake truth is made a prey to ſtrong falſe- 
hood, rather then apuniſhment; And the Lord 
hath ordained diligent inquiſition to fift out 
offences, and an oath to be the end of contro. 
uerſies, and girded his magiſtrates with power 
and maieſty to ſupprefle the mightie , & hath 
not.left the defence of the innocent, or the re« 
uenge of the wicked, to one mans yalour, or 
tothe hazard of a thing yncertaine, orthe. ex- 
erciſeof a priuate mans wrath, which hath no 
warrantfrom the Lord, but is rather: a temp- 


ting of God,thena due courſe oftryall in mat- | 


ecrs puniſhable by cheſword. It isnot for the 
wezkenes of mans angerto preuent the pows- 
erof godsordinance, Fret not thy ſel/fe againſt 
ſorners to doe exill, but truſt in the Lord and hee 
will care forthee: be filent, and he will. ſpeake 
for thee: ſtand thou ill, and he will fightin 
thy cauſe, It thou drawelt out thy wodden & 
haſty 
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of Renenge. 37 
haſty dagger,he putreth his ſword into his ſcab. 
berd, and leanes theeto thy ſelfe. A childethar 
is hurt, doth not'turne againe, but runnes and 
complaines 'to\bisfather : Chriſtians muſt as 
children, declare their wrongs to God their 
father ; &lethim alone, gine place to his wrath: 
weare but ynderlings,he is our Champion + it 
is policie forthe weake to giue ouer his de- 
fence to the ſtrong titis duery to giue place to 
our betters, and danger to preoccupate & take 
the Lords yengeance out of his ſfirong hand, 
Therefore let our hearts be ſtill, our tongues 
quiet, our hands peaceable,leaſtin private re- 
uenge we imirate the wicked, ſhew our ſelues 
corrupt Judges, baſe executioners, preuent 
the Lords afliftance , and periſh in our owne 
weake and froward waies. 

Bur Lneede not ſtand longer topreſle rhe 
wordes of the prohibition, for arguments a= 
gainſt this private reuenge:ſeeing we may ſhew 
a tranſcript and copic, out of godsſacred char- ft 
ter and holy Oracles totake down the hearts, Fi 
filence the mouthes, and reſtraine the handes 2.Confirma. I 
of all fleſh, from their finifter proceedings, 5199, a, 
What art thou that dareſt intrude into gods 
right andtitle ? Vengeance is mine; what art 
thou that threatneſt, and ſ4yec(t thou wilt do to 
thy foe, as he hath doneto thee? I will repay, 
faith the Lord, As in the proiibution the\word 
of yengeance is wreſted out of cuery priuate 

| 3 m1411$ 
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fal.93-1, 


1 The cha- 

| lenge bp the 
execution. 
3. The ſub- 
{c: iprons 


38 AProhibition 
mans hand, and they brought to attend the 
Lords power and pleaſure forthe righting of 
their wrongs: ſointhis confirmationgthe Lord 
as it were cloatbed in his rojall apparel,his crowne 
of mateſty vpon his head, the earth trembling at 
bis lockgs, denouring fire going from his throne , 
maketh knowne his title by rhis claime, verges 
ance ts mine : and taking bis{word, ſeemeth-to 
ſhake and brandiſh it in threatning manner, 
againſt all yſurpers,& euill doers:with this pro- 
dibition:vegearce is mine, 1 will repay: ſaith the 
Lord,Behold{Right worſhipful) the Parent & 
charterfro whence your authority is derityed,& 
whereby the reverence and ſubmiſſion that e= 
uery ſoule muſt yeelde, is procured and en- 
forced. All creatures and ordinances be the 
Lords,but this ordinance of judgement he en. 
titlech himſelfe yoro,by preciſe , and ſpeciall 


- tearmeszasbeing athing wherin he will migh. 


tily declare hispowerand maieſty , and there- 
fore firſt is recorded his challenge : vergeavce 
i mine : lecondly his execution of the fame, 
1 will repay it : thirdly the ſubſcription of his 
great name is affixed, asthus : ſaith the Lord. 
Thar this is the Lords true aRt and deede, and 


* afairhfull copie out of the Originall, Saint 


Paul the Regiſter of Gods holy ſpirit giuerh 
witneſſe, with ſcriptums eff : itis written. The 
divell beganne with the like floriſh of ſcrip+ 
tum: eſt;twile when hee tempted Chiiſt , (0 

mare 
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| which is as much to ſay, they are none of 


of Rettenpe. 39 
make ftoverof bread, andto caſt himſelfefrom 
a pinnacle : yet hee brought but a ſhadowe 
no ſubſtance, he vrged the letter butnotthe 
trew meaning : but when he came tothe king= 
domes of the world and the glory thereof, he 
fled from his ſcripture, and hath notſo much 
as onelctterortittle to plead, but onely his 
bare worde, All theſe are mine ; If you aſke 
how he came by them, he anſweres as the 
theefe at the barre, they were delivered vnto 
him , by whom he cannot tell, the time he 
remembers not, the place he hath forgot : 


Luke. 4.6, 


his indeete , hee holdes them by yſurpation, 
not by any right, hee ſorgeth a donation 
but cafi make no delivery nor good warran- 
tize of his gifts. But the Lord, which 1s witneſ- 
ſedto be the ſame whichraigned of olde,which 9: þ 
made all nations , and therefore correteth all,did Pſel.55, 19.94; i 
thunder out his glorious chalenge by Cos 20. With 
ſer, and confirmed by wonders and miracles , P4335, 
that verngearce and rerompenſe was bis ; in- 
ſomuch that Daxid giues reſtimonie, ofthe 
Lords title againe and againe repeated in | 
his hearing : G O D Fþake once ard twice, Pſal.62. It, 
1 hane heard it , that power belongeth wvnts 
GOD. And the Apoſtle in this place, 
ſheweth the Lords former title , and plea- 
deth the continuance of poſlefſion withour 
interruption ; For it is wrtitten, faith hee, 

| : D 4 and 
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andthe ſcripeuxe is not in,yaine which ſpeay 
keth after this maner, vengeance is mine, 1 will 
repargſaith- the Lorg, 

THO FRngapncs; oclaimed by ibeL nd, is 
cythex. POR of cluill We 9 co Mere . The 

vengeance js not aſſipne & Mis 

niſters ofCod.in + Fe CRT Livy 
For the Weapons | 4 
(faith S. Pay!) but mighy bin oj the 
beautic is nor outward, Þ þe with BY 
is not to tyrannize ypont be body ye 


arm, not yetro {ley the ſoule , asthe = 


finne would ſceme with his brutiſþ | 

bolts, butto threaten from God, as 

pronollees the vengeance ofthe Eds chic 
be executionta himſelfe, bec: aſe wi know he 


will repay, andto this effec, the Author tothe 


Hebrenes produceth. this ſame chartex., as 
one that ſpeakerh by knowled ge : we bnowhing 
that hath ſaide : vengeance is mine 1 will recame 
penſe, laith the Lord. - 

- Thar: vengeance whichis corporall & reach- 
eth bur che bodie,is partly reſerued to the lords 
ownehand, immediatly to inflict particularly 
inthislife, and generally, at thelaltgreax. day 
of his yengeance: partly.itiscomitred to ſub- 
ſitures, and his miniſters of wrath ro cherithe 
the well doers, and cut downe the.eyill . So 
that though itpleaſe him to call his ludgemse cts 
yengeance, andto clajme ic; bythis moſt "e 

* rible 


ertarroare 6.0 Aon 
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of: Revenge; + 4t 
rible: degominatian to ſltikefeare and reue« 
rence into: all, mens hearts: yer by the ſame 
ipeach he,ynderftandeth allo that mercy and 
faupur, belongeth to him : as ic dothindeed 
more properly & naturally, Forſaith Barnard, 
he is called notonly the God of vengeice, bur 
pater miſcricoraiarum, the father of mercies : 
beca:rſe out of himſelfe, and the bowels of his owne 
natiue gosaneſſe, hetakesr matter of compaſſion , 
and mercy : ſed quod Indicat & condemmit, nos e- 
rm quodammodecogimm: butin that he iudgeth 
and condeqmnech, the matter and occaſion is 
inour lelues, and we after a ſore. compell him 
vnto it. We haue therefore the example &pre- 
cept ofthe Lord himſelfe, to keepe vs that are 
priuate,from intruſiong dilobedience,or a hard 
concciptof the magiltrate, ſuch as the f#4- 
baptiſts axe poſleſſed with , affirming the poli- 
tique gquernourto bea neceſſane euill, and 
rather a plague, then a benefic co Chriſtians, 
becauſe he doth puniſh, And the ſame example 
fromthe Lord we may ſhewe as a preſident, a- 
eainſt thoſe rulers that be all for vengeance , 
and extremitie;aothing for mercy nor com- 


paſſion, Forthe Lord bath appointed the ru- 


lersto be ſhepheards and watchmen, to feed 


_ and preler ye;not r9474ng thous and hungry beares Pro 23.15, 
Micha.z, | , 


to prey vpen the people ,to trample pon them as 
mirey and grivdethem in peeces with extortion 65 
polling, OuxiSauiour Chiilt therefore callech 
BANS gOuernors 
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Domi, 


In yengeanceÞ 
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42 A Prohibition, 
gouernors «wyx/«,bencfaRtors and gracious, 
not malefaRtors and miſchieuous, becauſe by 
their title hee would teachthem their duety. 
And if the Lord had ordained his. magiſ\- 
trates onely to kill , to-racke, and to poll 
his people , hee mighthaue pur in che -diuell 
for aſole Commiſſioner, for hee can praRtiſe 
nothing elſe, but miſchicfe and yengeance 2 
but becauſe the magiſtrate muſt yſe* mercie 
and a fauourable defence of the good y/ a core 
reien of euill, andnot a confuſion of all to= 
.. gether : therefore hath the Lord committed 

; his. {word vnto men, and gauethem this title, 
I haxe ſaide you are Gods, intending they ſhould 
be iuſt as God, holy as God, mercifullvpon oc- 
cafion as God vor en partiality as God, with= 
out iniquity as God, & ſo doing, they maybe 
fearelefle of the faces of men, as God himſelfe, 
Thus may all men in authoritic behold their 
faces & dueties inthe glaſſe which ſheweth the 
Lords properties, and telleth them how neere 
they come to his perfeQion , The Lord doth 
not __ exerciſe puniſhment, but pitie, and 
compaſſion, How farre be thoſe Iudges and 
officersfrom the Lords example that pinch 
| all inthepurſe, let none goe free, what per« 

ſon ſocuer in what cauſe ſocuer if hee light 
In their clawes,, whoſe courts reſemble the 
Popes Purgatory; if he ſay the word, or any 
of his proctors , thatthe ſoules of men are in, 
3664 TO 
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though they be out, yet paythey muſt by the- 
ſelues'or their fricndes, before they be atreſt , 
though they were at quiet before, And how 


' like are ſuch to the ignorant Fs", 1 


preſcribe co all perſons, in all cauſes, phlebo- 
tomie and letting of bloud, as though cuery 
diſeaſe were of exceſſe andſuperfluitic , none 
ofdefeR and penurie for they drawe bloud of 


* 8ll, andlightenthe purſe of every Parient,and 


this makethrhe world to decreaſe in wealth, 
but increaſe in finnes. What warrant ſuch offi- 
cers haue for their dealings, I knowe not, ex- 
ceptit be this yulgar proued trewe: hee that 
byes deare,muſt ſel deare,& hethat farmesat a 
hard rent,mwſt takevp alwith the angle, drag 
all with the nets 

Neuerthelefle it is a more deſperate caſe, 


when in aCommonwealtha man may do any 


thing without puniſhment,then when hee can 
doe nothing,but he ſmarts for it, Alicentious 
liberty is more digerous then ſeruitude it (elſe: 


&therfore better haue a ſharpe gouernour, the In execution | i 
an Idole & a blocke, that ſuffereth the people to mercy,bur 

be deuoured one of another, & coſumed of the.  _—_ 
ſelues, Wherfore as the Lord conueyeth ouer ** 


his authority ro men,& confirmeth the in their 
place,withtheſe titles, that /udgemet is his;pow- 
er is bu; the throne by; the ſword bis; vengeace 
#15: ſo heteacheththem the diligent vie, & 
Carefull execution,adding this clauſe, [will re- 
v$5,3 pay. 
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| 
2.Chroxn. 19. 6 


| Pſal.8 3, 


| | 1ſai- 40.12» 


lf Exod,18.22, 


| Proy.16,1r, 
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p4y. When Tchorhaphat had ordained Tudges 
vnder him, he giuerh them the ſame charge, 
that he hadreceiued from God & the ſame en- 
couragement.7 ahe beede what yee av': for ye ex- 
ecute uot the Indgements of man,but of the Lord, 
and bee will bewith you tn the canſe of tudoementt 
wherefore now let the feare of the Lord be wpon 
you: take heede and doe it : for there is no ini« 


quitie with the Lord our God , neither refpeft 


of perſon, nor receining of rewarde. So that the 
place of a Iudge is not a place of priuate re- 
uenge, nor a dumbe ſhewe of honour and 
pompe : nor 'a-pillowe of eaſe and ſecuritie 
whereon men areto {leepe, ortellthe clocke: 
but there muſt be circuniſpeRion , diligence 
and wiſdome :they muſt take heede, and doe 
it, hoc agite, attend ypon this office $ doe this, 
and yet take heede what ye doe , When the 
Lord hath faide to rulers, yee are gods, hee 
meaneth notthat they ſhoulde be like the E- 

icures idle god, which ſate in his throne, and 
ſet all inferior matters alone, as to baſe for 
his eyes : nay rather the Lord woulde haue 
them hike himſelfte , which doch nor onely 
weigh mountaines and hillesin his ballance, but 
the very duſt of the earth, andſandes of the ſea. 
And therefore he ſetterh downe iudgement 
for ſmall matters: and as he faith vengeance is 
wine, [o by Salomon he deſcendeth lower and 
layeth claime to the balance, and _— 

at 


oughte(trohaue done, inbis:Apology, tou- 


ſaich of þimſclfe . Artleaſtwilethe Lord him- 


ofReuenge:” /: 45 
that e0theweightes inthe bagge, betheworks of 
the Lord. And:who are weaker or lower, then 
the fatherleſle,the widowe the poore?and yet 
al ludgeshauethe Lords Letter commendatory, 
or mandatory rather, in their behaltez the cenor 
whereot is-this:; doe r1ght ro the poore and fa- 
therleſſe, doe Inftice tothe poare and needy:and 
how they ſhould dothisrighc,herelleth them: 
deliney thepopre and needy 1 ſane them from the 
band of thewicked. And- further to keepe the 
Judges themnſelues in awe', hee ſtandeth ouer 
them, andtellerh them of hispreſence,. inthe 
very entrance of the Plalme, ſaying: God ſtand- 
eth in the aſſembly of gods, bee Tudgerh among ſt 
gods : he maketh one, in all comrts,all aſſiſes, 8 
ſeſſions,and that which men paſſeouer, he finds 
out- that which they winke at,hee puniſheth. 


P[al $2, 


P[4l.82.1, 


, Theludges ignorance will notexcuſe him , if 


for careleſiies; he ſuffer the calamitie of the. 
innocent:forit thou ſay, Behold we knew not of it; 

the holy Ghoſt: will reply as in the Prouerbes, hee 

that podereth the heart doth not hewnder/land it? T760.24,1%% 
and hee that. keepeth thy ſoule, kroweth hee it 
not? ard will not bee alſo recompenſe enery man 
according to his worke ? And the righteous mari 
Tob will teach thee in dignitie, what thou 
Tob.tg 16. 
ching intricate matters, for when he krewe not 

the canſe , hee ſeught ut out diligently, as hee 


(elfe 


{Gev1s.27, 


Ledowic.l ines 
n.1.16.cap,3. 
fide ciuit, De. 


| 


| Aritor. libs. 


46 APtfohibition 
ſelfe that ypon the clamorous outcry of 
Sodomes (innes in his eares,, commeth downe 
onthe carth, to examine if their finnes were 
ſo- grieuous or no : doth rather - intend an 
inſtrution tothoſe whom he honoureth with 
the title of Gods : then further intelligence 
to his owne wildome,from the which nothing 
was hidde. | 
According to the power affigned from God); 
muſt be the purpoſe, & oracle of cucry gouer« 
nour, For what is aſword, ifitbealwaies like a 
childesdagger, riuetted in the ſheath, and puc 
to novie?whatare good lawes without execu- 
tion, but as belles without clappers?And what 
are magiſtrates, that hauing neither the life 
norſoule of iuſtice in themſelues, & therefore 
cannot quicken the dead letter -of the lawes, 
nor makethem effeaall in ſound or motion? 
Are not they rather Idoles thi Gods? rather I- 
mages that muſt be kept by a ſexten 8 mo 
(for ſo Plato fpeakerh of voluptuous -and do- 
ting gouernours)then guardians and keepers 
of cuntryes, cityes and people rhemſclues? 
Itisa trewe ſaying experimented daily,that 
Magiſtratus indicat virum : the honour and au- 
thoritie of an office , maketh triall what is in the 
man that beares it . A private man like an emp- 
ty veſſell may haue many flawes and crackes , 
many faults and defeesthar appeare not:but 
as when yeſlelles are filled, the chinkes are 


deſcry. 


« 
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deſcryed,by theleakeageof the wine:ſo when 
men are graced with authoritic, their vn- 
raw, is difcouered through fome chinke 
of folly, or feare, or careleſneſle, orelſe they 
roue f}aunche, and ſhewe theirſufficiency,for 
wildome and .conſcierice, -- 6,4. UE 
The beſt courſe in thoſe thathaue aprehemi- 
nence to ordaine officers, isto-try them by de= 
grees,firſtifthey wil be faithfull in little things, 
that ſo they may be credited at laſt white 
great:or as men proue their veſlelles, with wa. 


o 


ters before they truſt them with wine. Abſolon 2549.15, 


will be lowly & popularto al ſuiters,& promiſe 
faire ro doe Tuſtice, till he get aloft, and then: . 
he ſheweth himſelfe neither:to feare God nor 
the king, neither to care for Tuſtice nor honeſ-: 
tie, Mencan ſpreade the nets of humilitie ,; 


. and weaue them with the knots of ſubriltie, 


till they have caught their defire, and then 
they ſhewe their hypocriſic . /r ſeemeth that 
Pope Boniface followed this courſe in hu clym- 


ing : of whome- it is ſpoken, /ntrauit vt vwl- Faſcicremp. 
pes , regnauit vt leo, mortuns vt canis 3 hee Boriface.B, 


enteredlike a foxe, heeruled like a lyon,hee 
dyed like a dogge. And ſg commonly it- 
comes to paſſe , a badde beginning hath a 
wicked proceeding , and a miſerable ende, 
Wherefore it is expedient for men of ho 
nour, worſhippe , and authoritie to car. 
rie this ticle of the Lorde, and this pro-, 

b- | miſe 


_: Aptohibidiort. 

miſſeofexecutiowiwtheir meniorig,cthitby it 
they may be comfotted in their po6od procee? 
dings, repreſſed from'cruelty,&ttie exerciſeof 
private revenge m theit publike #1616; 8 yet” 
ſtirred vp tobe dilivent & carefull;becauſcthe' 
Lord himſelte is not only alookefon , but 
chiefe Actor. For veupeance 11186774, fd I will 
repay; fairhthe Lord, = | | 
.Nowſhallicberequiſite againe to'returne to 
priuate menzand the people of Godfor whoſe 
ſake the.Lorl hattr youchſafed' his power and 


:',5-:7.: maieſty,bis'iuſticeand equitie,tobe eRtablifh= 


ed; aud executed by wotthy men otdained for 


that end. They are inhibited frothat revenge,' 
which they could nor execute withoiltHiniie: 8 
ſentynto thecourtsof gods Tudgetnent, where' 


they may haue atefence'of innocencie*Wwith- 
out repulſe' If any ſhall obietthe' faults}, de: 
layes, and circumuentions of couttsand lawes, 
thereby colouting their qiſobediente to ſupe- 
rior powersS;theymuſt vnderſtad.chargods ho- 


ly ordinicemuſt notbe refilted fortheperſonal: 


crimes &defesofthoſe that ſupply the pla- 
ces, but ratherbe obeyed, becauſe the ſparkes 
of gods maieſty &iuftice remaineinſome mea 
ſure in euery magiſtrate, The image & ſuper- 
ſcription of a Prince,ftamped inbaſemeral}, is 
currant-amongſt his ſubjeRs, as well aschar 


which is made-in the fineſt filuer,' though in 
deed it be notſo pretious, S,Pereradmoniheth 


_ | ſer = 
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ſernants,and ynderthat title, ſubies, robe 0» _ WR 
bedientin allfeare, not onely to che good and reP64,2.19, to 
conrtedn,burt alſo to the froward. There be j 
rwe ſotts of people that abuſe themſelues to WE 
wardthe facredordinice of lawes, magiſtrates, i. 
andgouernours ; appointed notwithſtanding 
for the puniſhment of euill, and the decifionof 
, controuerfies, that Gods people might liue in 
honeſtie and peace. | 
Theonefort are flatRecuſants,as Libertines, r.Kecuſants; 
and Anabaptifts:and ſuch tumultuousfellowes Cuill ordi- ME 
as would haue al ſybiect ro their luſts, bur they —_— _ 
will be ſubiettonolawes, | __— 
"The other are Foxes that make accomprof Foxes and: i 
the Tiidges and lawes, and yſe them to the ſa abuſers of 
tisfaion oftheit priuate revenge, and malici. *h<lawes, 
ous humours, | Þ 
* Somewhatare wetoſpeake, God willing, 
of both : and firſt, of thoſe former Recuſants? 
not becauſe anyAuch are in thisplace : burbe= 
cauſe ynquiert , 2nd troubleſome titers, that 
follow the lawe to ferve their luſts z when they 
faile of their hope, for the moſt partturne from 
one extreame to another , and ſet themſelues 
cleane at defiance, with Iuſtice & Authoritiez 
' Touching Libertines, which.promiſe orbefs lis Recuſttits 
bertie,themſelues being the ſernants of corrup= Libertines, 
tion, which walke after thewluſts, and deſpiſe go= *vPel 2.1ge 
nernmeyjt 4 it isno marnell if they ſcorne and 
/ Eontemne otder and magiſtracie, ſeeing they 
| E dire 
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dare open their mouthes againſt heauen, and 
ſay, There 0. God.But as they bluſh not tobe 
calledithe Demned crew: thereby ſentencing 
themſclues, to confuſion ; So Saint Peter ac- 
compreth them as bruit beaſtes, led with ſenſua- 
bitit, and made to be taken and deftrojed .;1 If 
you aske howe they ſhall periſh ? Saint Peter 
anſwereth, through cheir owne corruption,the 
cordes oftheir owne finne ſhall Roppe their 
breath- : andthough they eſcape long, and 
ſhifc often; yet the Lordkwoweth how to reſerne 
them tothe day of vengeance. 

The Anabapriſts, and ſuch as leane to their 
ftubborne concept, are alſo within the come 
paſſe of ſuch Recuſants, They would haue all 
things comon totheir owne luſts,and noth 
reſeruedor kept for any mans need, Becauſe 
ſomerulersare wicked, therfore they will haue 
no rule norgouernment at alto be ouer them: 
a grarefull principle rothem that defire to be 
lawlefſe,l know the good father Terinlan may 
be-produced as a patrone for theeſe : for hee 
was ouertaken by this errour , thathe thought 
the vſe of the ſwords in battell, or puniſhments 
conlde not bee lanfull,, and therefore degra- 
ded all capttall and criminal Indges from their 


places. 


But fathers as men might be deceiued, and 
ſo was Tert»lias :the Lord himſelfe can nei- 


ther deceiue,, norbeedecciued, and hee hath . | 


ſaid 


i 


; ſperitic of Babylon, and prey wnto the Lord for 
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faid, Fengeannee is mine , He hath ſaid, Gize 


onto Ceſar, tharwhich i Ceſare. Hee by his Math-2arg 


worde hath created the Magiſtrate, called him 
his Miniſter,put the ſmordin his hand, charged 
himto firike : and commaunded eerie /owle to 
be ſubret,not ſomnth for feare, a5 the wicked are, 
bur euen for conſcience,as the godly, He com- 
manded the captimes by Teremie, to ſeeke the pro- 


».13. 


it: He exhortedby Paule , that inteceſſions and 
ſupplications ſhould be made for Kings and prin- 
ces,andall char were in authioririe:the King of 
Babylon knewnotGod,the rulers in Saint Pavls 
time were no Chriſtians, bur heathens and ey- 
rants : yetſuch goucrnours are to bee obeyed, 
and prayed for:thatvaderchem Chriſtians may 
live in peace;godlines, and honeſty: how much 
more the faithful gouernors,that ſecke theme 
ſeluesthe peace of /er»ſa/#,& the righteaufnes 
of Gods kingdome? though many blemiſhes 
may be nored, and imperfections of men, in 
the adminiſtration of iudgemencynder them, 

Here may wenot forget the Papiſtical Clears = 
gie,that acknowledge the power of the Magi- Reculant 


1.1Timad. 


»” Papiſts, 


firate,whe they would haue their peſtilentha- 
tred executed againſt rhe ſaints of God, which 
they call heretikes : bur when iuſtice fhoulde 


'worthilye bee turned ypon themlelues , theu 


they pleade exemptions,and priuiledges, they 
are ſpiricuall & may not be touched:torgetting 
E a. tar 


* 
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tharwhich the Lordhathſert downe for a per- 
petit Canon:Ler every ſonle be ſubiet, Which 
Clryſoftome expounderh of Church-men , as 
well #s of lay people : Srue Apoſtolusy ſine Enan. 
geliſta. fine Propheta fueris , Magiftratni ſubeſſe 
debes,Bethou Apoſile,Euangeliſt, orPropher, 
or whatſoever, thou muſt yeeld ſubieRion to 
the temporall Mapiftrate, 

AF theſe would exempt themſclues from 
their dve obedience toRulers; and yetſhrowd 


themſclues vndertheir wings, for reuenge, or 


defence: fo Inlian the AHpoſftate,did exaQt obe= 
dience and tribute, 'belongirig to goucrnours : 
biit perfiwaded all Chriſtians, that hisryrannie 
and crueltie,wis good for them,they might not 
refifl-but ſuffer © It hee ftroke* them ypon one 
chetke;rhey ſhondtarne rhe other; thusgin an ir-: 
rehgivuvicaſt, ſending in deedggiis ſubieRs to: 
heanefi,and himſelfe merribyintohell . Ie ſees 
methijthe common tranſlation,which-the Ro« 
manifsfollow,ſfpeaketh contrarie to their own 
praiſe and meaning 's Nor defendentes , hath: 
therranſlationinthisplaceznot defending your 
ſelucs:bat their practiſe is contrarie : for they: 
trouble heauen andearth, forthe auenging of 
their'quarrelles : and-doubt'not by any violent 

proceedings to ſupplant Kings and Princes, 
and 'depoſe them fromtheirthrones;being ani- 

matedand warranted by thathelliſh reſolution 
of Gregorie the ſcauent ; &his ſucceſſors:that 
22; Wh treaſon 
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treaſon againſt vnbeleeving Princes is lawful. 
Bur touching the wordes of our Sauiour 
Chriſt,where he prepareth Chriſtians ro beate 
injuries without refiftance;theytake not away 
ublike and lawfulldefence, fuch as is ſought 
yaduecourſeof complaine , or reply,arthe 
hand ofthe Magiſtrate , without rancour and 
keart-burning. For when he teacheth Chriſti- 


. ans,that being ſmitten vpor one cheeke , they Maths, 


ſhould turneto him that ſmiteth,the other: he ins 
tendeth they ſhould bee ſo farre from rende. 
ring one blowefor another , thatrather they 
ſhould ſuffer two, then reuenge one ; and yet 
20h to faile in the lawful defence of themſzelues, 
Forinthe ſame Chapter immediately, our Sa« 
viour faith : Agree with thine aduer ſarie quick- 
ly,leaft he deliner thee tothe Indge,and the Iudge 
ro the Sergeant ; without doubt ratifying the 
courſe of ciuill proceedings in iudgement. 
Moreouerghe giueth example of this himlelfe, 
who being ſmitten, did nor ſtrike againe, bur 
yethe expoſtulareth de fatto,touching the deed, 
whether it were lawfull or no , in him that 
ſtrook him, If 7 haze euillſpoken,beare witneſſeo 


f Iobn.18.: 3; 


the enill: but if [haue well ſpoken , why ſmiteft | "x, 
thow me ? W br oft endit (faith eAuſten) prepara- Marcellin, = 


rronen maxille facrendam eſſe mcorderwhere he 
ſheweth that the preparation of the other 


cheeke muſt be madein the heart, Forſo Chriſt 1/ai.56, 


Ieſus gan hu cheekes ta the nippers,and was not 
E E 3 onely 
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onely content to ſuffer blowes, but death for big 
eximies.The like example giueth Pexle before 
the bigh prieſt, reproujng the iniuſtice of the 
Judge. , and yet prepared#o ſuffer bondes and 
death, and to bee ſeparate from Chriſt for bit 
countrimen. Moreouer,did notthe ſame Pavul 
ebraine a ſafe conduGt forhis lafegard, againſt 
cerraine wretched fellowes that had ſworne 
bis death? Did he not appeale to Ceſar , and 
take the honeſt aduauntages of the lawe to 
helpe himſeife ? If this were the praQtiſe of 
the beſt men, who doubteth but bur Sauiours 
preceptreſpeCteth the heartyand priuate court 


of mans comtcience ;provicing againſtall im- 


pariencie, and immoderate defire of reuenge, 
but leauing open the lawe for a.lawfull des 
fence,andopenpreſcruation of life, goods, bo+ 
dic, andname, Sothen the law is good, if it 
be nat abuſed, as it is ſaide in another ſenſe: 
for it ſerueth $0 redrefle all wrangs , to re- 
preſſe all rumules, andtherefore was it a wiſe 
ſpeachof the towne Clerke of Epheſus, to the 
raging Idolaters:/f Demerrine,or the crafts me 
haxe 4 matter againſt any man,tbelaw is open,and 
there are deputre;,let them accuſe one another. 


| euch asabs Andberecomeinthefoxes andfollowers of 
[ aſethelaw the lawyſuchas will notreuenge in words, nor 


the ſame. 


operuſing blowes, but rather deſire ro bee ſlaundered, 


ang fotake bloyres,yet not for any meekneſſey 
bus to get an aduayntage in lawe, wherein 


juey 
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they may ſhew all extremitie of lingering re. 
uenge. And here they ſpend their witte, their 
wealth, their friends, theictime, their ſoules, & 
all : as the Spider that woorketh out her owne 
bowels,tocompaſlc hirprey.Wil youexamine 
what be their ations and ſuits comonly? Sure- 
ly wordsof ynkindneſſe, ations of ſome de- 
rued ſlaunder, ſome treſpaſſe {mor neem 
lando:d: —_— 4ſini vmbra, Of goates 
wooll,and the ſhadow of an aſſe, How do theſe 
_ abuſe the ordinance of God, with 
eir contention for trifles? They are notyn- 
like choſe nice people , that continually lie in 
the handes of phyſitions and ſurgeons for 
pimples and warts, when both the phyfition 
and the lawyer was appointed forneceffity,and 
not for wantonneſſe, Am Ideceiued?or do I 
' not ſee theſe ſuters peſtered with boxes and 
papers (\ the bookes of their profeſſon) to 
courſe about from place toplace, more buke 
to caſt away their money thenthen the lawyer 
tocatch it; They haue 'arunning foreof ſelf- 
will, and malice , but their worde is onely 
Carrat lex, Let the lawe hauec his courſe : a 
courſe they meane without ende , -except 
rhey can ſaciare their wilfull mindes with afull 
triumph ouer their iwpoueriſhed aduerſaric, 
Their courage isjinuincible s for neither the 
admonition of friendes, threates of authori- 
tic , no nor badde ſuccefle ig theyr ſuytes, 
=—_— E 4 can 
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can make them giue ouer, and fit downe by ig: 
*for it fares with them as with the drunkard in 
| the Prowerbes, that boaſteth after this -maner; 
Prova3 35, T hey haus firicken me, but I wasnet ſicks : they 


hauc beater me, but 1knewe not of it , when | 4- 
woke : therefore will I ſeehe it yet ſill, As fuch 
ſceke the wine when it hath bitten them , - ſa 
theſe being drunken in the purſuite of . their 
malice, though they ſmarted a while,, .and 
caught an ouerthrowe , yet will rouzechems 
ſcluxs and to.it againe: forbote gamGerswill 
take.no checkey nor. repulſe: leſing is-no war» 


ſeeks royenture,.. _... ;. | 
Lknow.what this generation will repliey, if 


they heate ing:#e, bane feode before the beſt ins 
good prefence, ws the. higheſt Conrtes of greateſt 
honour end inſtice. Surety] prauncit,forthe Spi- 
der worketh bir webbes,, dud teketh bolde with 
hir aardergefien in Kings palaces; and Satesn,1tbe 
father of all falſe accuſers, lier 1,and buſie bodies, 
ſtandeth before the Lord amongſt bis ſeruants;hut 
it ts. 10 accuſe, ſlander , arg picke aduanutages 
againſt God: people. ] P 
Iperſwade my ſelfe that the wiſedomeof 

you ( graue fathers)can marke our ſuchgbetrer. 
then ] defcxibe them. And ye thelearned coſi-. 

| ſellorsthat are interpreters of thelawe; of cre 
fdite and conſcience,will be loath ra:open their 
mouthesia phe gates, for ſuch turbulst luiters, 


Jer 


pingbut the more they loſe, the more they 
t 
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Yet(giue me leaue)no cauſe is ſo deſperate,nos 
client ſo peruerſe,that findeth not a ſolicitor, at 
the leaſt,tohelpe enuic forwarde, and pull iu- 
Rice backward,ifthere be wilfulnefle, and abi- 
litie in the follower, Notwithſtanding 1 am 
aſlured, that the beſt for counſaile , and conſci- 
ence,amongt you, detcfi both the contenci» 
ousquarrellers, and allthoſe brokers ofill cau- 
ſes thatby ſhifts and quillets diſturbe the ho, 
nourable Courts of Iuftice, and turne whole- 
ſome /udgement into bitter wormeweod And in- 
deedasthelaweisa comfortable baulme, to 
plaiſter yp the woundes andſores of cuery pri- 
uate diſquiet, with conuenient expedition : ſo 
(with all due reverence roGods ordinance be 
it ſpoken )are the delayes , quirkes , and de- 
murres , like the corrofiue plaiſiersof an yn- 
' conſcionable leach,which turne a ſmall greene 
woundintoan incurable Fiſtula, by poiſoning 
and exulcerating the ſame , for their further 
practiſe andlucre,But Lipeake invaine, if I di- 
re my ſpeachto theſe kinde of people, who 
are not preſent inthisplace now, for the church 
is asthe ſhadowof death vnto them, and they 
haue earneſt bufnefle,which they loue aboue 
their ſoules. Toyoutherefore prudent Coun- 


ſellers, and all that feare God,ybe it ſpoken. Re- Pſal,5.3, 


member that as vengeance is Gods, lo the lawes 
are Gods, Indgement is Gods , Connſell ts Gods, 
verdift and ſentence are Gods, He that hath nw 5 
| + autre EET E "hb 
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Indge righteonſlie, hath ſayde alſo ; Speake the 


thinges that are right. The tongae of the inſt « 
as refined filuer ſayeth Salomon. There is no vn« 
truth, no ſhift, no drofle init. The preſence 
ofGodsMaieſty in judgement,ingraueninthe 
browes of his Commiſlioners, calleth for reue - 
rent-ſpeach: ir admitteth no railing nor gir- 
ding to obſcurethe truth : nor thoſe anſweres 


\ 4d bominem won ad rem : that are tothe pere 


ſon, ſomewhat: burnothing to rhe ſe 

though ſuch pleading in y as Xen 
get a popular applauſe forthe time. A cap« 
raine of Derixs hearing a mercenarie ſouldier 
to rayle againſt Alexander, in high wordes, 


trooke him with his ſpeare, ſaying , Ego te ve 


prgnes cc, 1 preſtthee to fight with Alexere 
der,andnor to raile againſt him, And ſs do wiſe 
and honeſt elientsretainaduocares,& fee them 
to plead their cauſe,not to reuile their aduerſa« 
rie,Ohow ſweet are thoſe riches that are got- 
ten witha geod conſcience, anda tongue of 
ſound counſell,and " wiſdome: Zut the ga- 
thering of treaſure by 4deceiptfull t » £5 4d 
ode Tea to and fro,of ak death, 
He that coneteth that enill conttouſneſſe to bud 
his houſe , conſulreth ſhame to bi boſe , ſayeth 
eAbacahk, for the ſtone ſhallcrie ant of the wall, 

and the beameont of the timber ſoall anſwere is 

with a wee, ringing aloude in the conſcience 


ofthe founder himſelfe, laying the foundation 
in 


 —- 


"ns, 


of Reuenge. 59 
in bloud and iniquitie, 

I would thoſe bufie bodies,that abuſe thelaw, 
and.your patience(right worſhipfull)with cri- 
fles,and{landerous ations, as alſothoſe cruell 
tyrants,that crouch before authoritie to make 


ſpighr, by extremities of law,were as well ac+ 

, qQuainted with their durie, as [ know the betrer 
{ort here preſent is, Bur ic is your parres(graue 
fathers)to quiet theſe ſtirring heads, & quench 
thele fieriefpirics All lawes both of God and 
men,haue prouided againſt the ſlanderous.ca- 
ueller,and cruell oppreflor, Thox ſpalt not walks 
about with tales among the people: Thou ſhalt ut 
fland againſt the bloudef thy neighbonr, I am the 1ewt.18 
"B'S. & the dinine law Mens lawes were di- 
uerſe, but the Arherians and Romeris,prouided 

'  againſtthem, ſome by baniſhmenc: ſome by | 
penalties, ſome by an oath taken of the plain» weolbosin 
tiffe, that he did follow no ſuit, avimo calunmi- Devt a2, 
andi,with a purpoſe of cauill and flaunder, 

And for thoſe cryell tygres , that are all ar- 


ſeemetaq giueplace to Gods holy wrath , and «ſper 
yet haue ſeauenabhominations in their hearts, 
and athirſt to torment. and impoueriſh their 
aduerſarie; theſey] ſay,ic becommeth your wil- 
doms to diſceme and diſcomfic. They ate ſuch 
indeedascarry the leiſure of the law, and {ceke 
the face of che Coun butthey wring the nole 
Br £0 


the pore fall mto their ſnares, and to rack the of Pfal.x010, 


med with prickles like the Hedgehogge y, that Totus Echinas* * 
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Go - A Prohibition 
\ coforce out bloud, they houerafter extremi- 
: ries, forfeytures,and aduauntages, : which be- 

ing obrained; they themſelues catch their deb= 
a1. Ur by the throat, helpe to ſerue their owne 

[ obetiaba, 33 EXECUrIONS, enter into the gates of bim that 5g 
et fallen, I inhis aducrſitie , and takins 


pleaſure inhis miſerie, or elſe feeding them- 


of a poore captiue ſtarued inpriſon, 1s this-a= 
preeable ro Gods holy will? who charged his 
people, that they ſhould wes rule cruelly ones 
their brethrey ſolde wuto them: who in &s 24. 
of Deatermominm, commaunded them , when 
they aiked agame of their neighbor the thing thay 
was lenr, that they ſhould not go into his bouſe to 
fercha pledge, nor keepe the pledge till the Sunne 
went downegof the partie that was poore ; who 'al- 


FE... prayers of ſuch, as would ſeeme to beedewront, 
| [3ſ44.58.3- Fderis God, and nike after the ordinawices of 
the L.ordyand yet they wonld ſeeke their owne will, 
aridrequire all their debts,and ſmitewith the fiſt 
of wickedneſſe;when the Lordrequired a faft from 
Prife debate, extremitie;a looſing of the bands 
of mithetneſſe,a taking away df heauie burdens,a 
manumiſſion of the oppreſſed', and a breath of the 
yoke of bondage, ** 22075 vÞ 
Asthe vſurer, maybe called a legalltheefe, 
becauſe hee couereth his-cruell_extortion.by 
lawe; ſo may theſe yiitnercifull creditors bee 
m—_— ER 


| | Barnarde ds 
enrartifa, 


fo inthe 58. of 1ſ#ie,tnocketh atthe faſtes and 


ſelves with a wicked criumph ouer the bones . 


| 


q 


of Reuenge. | 6X 


| cearmedlegallmurtherers, ſuch asthe lawe in 


ſome things doth afſift:ſothat by law they may 
both go to the diuell cogither, for their vacha- 
ritable mindes,as well as other theeues, & mur- 
therers without law,for theirynlawful aRions, 

Amongſt other faults that the Corinthians 
are reproued for, by ſaint Paw/e, this was no 
; ſmall one; that there were many quarrelles, 
ſuites, and complaints, commenced amongſt 
them, for ſmallmatters, and that before bea- 
theniſh Indges , where they made themſelues 
ridiculous, and the:Chriftian profeſſion ſcan» 
dalous,to them that were without, He tenterh 
their wound , and ſheweth whatroote thoſe 
cdtruptions did ſpring from, Forthere wanted 
firſt w:/dowe amongftthem, to compound and 


decide controverſies. [s there not 4 wile man 4* 1.Cor.b.s, 


pong ft you ?faith he 3 nonerhat can find where 
the faultis,and ſer downethe right ofthe cauſe 
of ſo ſmall a moment? Secondly, there wanted 


loue; for brother with brother went tolaw, and 1.cer.s.6. 


that vnder Infidels. Thirdly, they wanted pati- 


ence : Why rather ſuffer ye not wrong , and for- 1.Cor.6.7. 


beareone another, forgiue one another?let ma- 
nie faults paſſe, forget many iniuries,and com- 
mitthem to God? Fourthly, there wantedTu- 
flicer Nay,ye your ſelnes(ſaith he)willdo wrong, 

arme, that toyourbrethren, Theſe foure 
wants mult needes be amongſt vs (beloued) 
- Whoarefolitigious, and readie to go to the 
| law, 


[f Mobs. 


| Si udeont he, 
I] nies, ors fue 
| (Phabe) jaces. 
| TManzus ex 
Plarene, 


62 A Prohibition 


law.For'want of iuſtice in forocon ſciemtie,in the 
Courtofourconſcience, wee dociniurics +for 


 lacke of patience,we will ſuffer none : for wane 


of loue,we ow neicher father,nor brothertfor 
lacke of wiſedome we come to no ſpecdie a- 

reement ourſclues , bur the law muſtrrie all. 
Our of Saint Paulesreproofe, may ir not well 


be thus ſpoken to you that are ſuch ſookers in , 


law fuits? Though ye haue nota conſcience to 
doright,nor paticnceto ſuffer wrong: nor loue 
to forbeare your brethren;yet if you were wile 
your ſelues,or had wiſe neighbours abour you, 
your mattersmight bee determined at hone, 
And doubtleffe, tf me would do as they would 
be done to: orifthe offender would agree with 
bis adner ſarie quickly,in the way: and the partie 
offended acceprofreconciliation , and debate 


the marter with his neighbour himſclfe : what 


quictol heart, and ſafegarde of monye, and 
godlyc Jouc might bee procured? whereas 
now men dwell in ſuites, toſſing theniſclues 
as in a ſeaof troubles, enriching the lawyers, 
abuſing the lawe, and empoucriſhing them- 
ſelues. Itis a token of an vnholfome ayre, 
where the countrie is full of thriving Phyſiti- 
ons. And P/ato that dwnne heathen ſayrh, S:g- 
num eff profiigate, turpiſque educationis in ci. 
nitate, cum multis Iudicihus, inriſconſultis , & 
force egear, Reſpub , It is a ligne of badde 
and wicked education, and ill maners in any 
: countrie 
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tountrie , when the Common-wealth' hath 
needeof manic Iudges, manic Lawyers, mas 
nie Courtes. The multitude of theſe Phyfiti- 
" ons of our cſtate,fo encreafing , and flouri- 
ſhing , relleth vs with ſhame that wee are a 
 Gghr of wrangling Chriſtians , for the moſt 
part, withour iuftice, without patience, with= 


. out loue, and wiſedome 2 and therefore it . 


is morethen high time, that this were amen« 
ded in thoſe that feare God , and reſpe& 
the peace of a good conſcience. One great 
meanesof Reformation herein, reſteth inyou 
(Right worſhipfull) if you carefullye pur in 
practiſe that prudent example of Galiodepu- 
_ tie in Achaia, who becing importuned by 
the clamourous outcryes of Panles aducria- 


es; draue them all from the Iudgement Af 18.16, 


cate, as men hauing more malice then mat- 
ter. A commendabic aCtionin him that was 
but a heathen, bur better will it become 
the place and profeſſion of a Chriſtian Ma- 
giltrate, 

And thus, dearelie beloued , haue we 6- 
pened, and ſerued this writte of prohibition 
agayn(t private revenge, wee hauc confide- 
red the louing titleyvied by Saint Pavle, to als 
lure our heartes to a like proportion of loue 2. 
againe, Wee hauc heard how daungerous to 
our bodies,and ſoules, how preiudicial toreli- 


gi, in both the exerciſe of hearing & Prapings 
an 


of Reuenge. 63: 


A Prohibition | 
and whatan enimie to God, and a friend and 
follower of the diuell,isa heart full of malice; 
And yet when iniquitie hath conceiued , and 
brought forth ceuege,cicherin words or deeds, 
thenis ir more daungerous - for asit hurteth it 
ſelfe firlt,ſo it miſchieueth others, being come 
to that paſſe, We haue gaged the we of a 


wicked tongue, and found it ynmeaſurable; we , 


haue applied meanes of cure if the patients 
will endure it 3 we have arreſted all thoſe, and 
bound themtothe peace, that dare yndertake 
their priuare reuenge, or proceede tothe ray< 
ſing ofa publike mutinie. Ifrhey will not obey 
our Wait from heauen, we leaue them toyou 
(right worſbipfull) the miniſters of Gods ven- 
geanice, to be bent or broken, We haue direc+ 


ted allplaintiffes from their weake anger, to. 
the mightic wrath of God: for the confirma, *' 


tion royallof our prohibicion from heauen, we 
haue brought a true copie, warranted by Saint 
Paulea faithfull Regiſter,of that ſacred Parenc 
and Charter,wherin the Lord makethknowne 
his chalenge,andthreatneth not onely revenge 
to all yſucpers,and euill doers, but promiſerh 
alſo arecompenceto thoſe that abide his ley- 
ſure, and commir their cauſe to him; or his 
miniſters ordained for reuenge & recompentſe, 
Wee haue ſhewed what Magiſtratesare, and 
ſhould be:Godsthey are for God, andtheres- 
fore ſhould not be rigorous, nor flouchfull, —= 
ju 
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' iuft, metcifull and diligent. We han@ devhred 
that fubicRescantiot be well- goutrned' with 
oppreſhon:of the-greater: nor magilitares a» 
mended by tebellionofthe lefſe,.Wehaue ex- 
aminedthe abſurd opinions of th&rhat would | 
haue nofuperioucs, dur-all equattes}! notbing \'W 
inate,buit all thirigs common; tio!JaWes;bur | 
| Eluſt andlibertie,/ We have mecte withithoſe 
foxes that vſethe publike-ordinance off God, 
to racke theit priuate ſpight, 8 worketheit'ex= 
etemities,Loconthude;wehaue vie Matiuesrd 
diſſwade-men bottyfromyprivate coatſes ofre- 
uevge; and_aifo from the abuſe df that pub- 
| like- vengeanceÞthoſe lawes, ati2thir ordi- 
mecwhich the Lord hath/ planted'topreſerue 
the good, to maintaineprace, rriſeth Bethe 
among men ,Nowtherefore(Gravtfathers) 
* gemerpbet. your publike” callings 5 that your 
ſword; andyonrfentence} your iudpetnent'& 
vengeanceis theuLords + Remember' that by 
ticte you areGods-but forget not yourprinate 
condition; you fhall: dye like fea" remem- 
ber that youare maiſters'and Iudses here bur 
forgernorithat-youhaue a maſter aid xludge 
n beauen-Looke yponthepeopte3ard thinke, 
though they be many as the 'blaces'of the field, 
yet are they out grafle zall fleſh ts praſſe , ſurely 
the people are graſſe : butyerlocke againe, and 
beholde that as the graſſe is, fois the flower 
. alſo: as the people arc;ſo are the Rulers; there 
| F is 
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> AProhibirion-: 66 
k fomedifference in beautie and dignitie, as 
| thereisinthe flower and the- 2 but the 
grafſe withereth, & the flower fadeth:men dye, 
and morrallGods,like men periſh,but the word 
of God endureth for ener; 

Tobeſhortlerall thatfeareGod, obey this 
precept ofthis; renouncethepurſuire of theit 
owne malice, purge their hearts, and cleanſe . 
their hands, give place to his ordinance, reue= 
rence his-Miniſters, ſeeke lawtult remedies. y- 
-pan neceſitie; bur ſeeke riot ſoreuenge in this 
world, asthough thou wouldeſtleaue nothing 
to be reuengedof God,in another. Deſpiſe nor 
Godsy nce hereon earth: neither faint, 
nor be aftoniedthoughthy cauſe.can nor-bee 
heard;though thy right.cannor be cleared: ap- 

cale in prayers tothe witnefſe, and Iudge of 
(ctr. higher chan che:higheſt,' even | 
bins kings, that God:of Gods chat | 
Lord of lords,whoſe greatinameis heere ſub 
ſcribedro.theclaime and promile-of trycrh : 
vengeance is wine, 1 will repay faith:the Lord: 

trowhome being one in ſubſtance, three 
in perſon, the onely! wiſc ,inuifible, 

and eternall God,be all honor, 

power and dominion for 

euer and cuer , 
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'Thetext. ; 
Hate the enill, and lone the good, and eſta- 
"-bbifo Indgement in the gate :it may be 
that the Lord God of hoftes will be mey- 
Cifull mco the remmant of Toſeph. 


A103. 15; 


| Neede not yſe many circuraſti- 
>S#1j ces (Right worſhipfull Fathers 

Sand brethren beloued in the 
67 Z | Lord)to moue this graue aſſem- 
===, bly to attention, whoſe religious 
mindes are ready prepared{ cruſt to receiue 
with meekenes the worde of God : and there- 
fore cannot but affourd mee beneuolent audi- 
efticeinthebandling ofthe matter ofthis texr, 
being ſo conſonant to your godly difpoſitions, 


{ 
pertinent to the preſent occahion , and ſec yg 
'downe in compenqious precepts, ſo fir for we 
your ſharpe vnderſtanding & ſhort allowance + Yi 
of time, 4| 

Fer what elſe is my text, but a briefe iſſue of f 


along Proceſſe berweene the Lord of hoſtes fr 

.& his people ? Who like a plaintiffe much a- 429.3 * 78 
Image , hadofren proteſted againſt the rebel- 
tons of 7ſraeſl, and miade many proclamati- 

ons (as with ſonnd of trumpet ) againſt their * 
lttlucies offered ; reproued their Corruptions of 4794 

6 | A% religi- 


4 , The ſl WOr de 4 Fn 
religion, and their defaults of Tufticegcut 
dowae- their mightie finnes with- mightic 
iudgements & executians of famine, ſword & 
peſtilence , thereby -hauing waſted their mul- 
titude fromthouſands to hundreds, from hun- 
dreds to. tennes : and yet now as a.kinde fa- 
ther intending the correction and notthe co, 
fuſion of his children, hee offereth a capitu- 
lation of peace gwith theſe conditions. If you 
will ſceke the Lord, and liue, if. you will 
ſeeke good and not enill, chule life and/ not 
death : hate his enemies , louchis friends; ef- 
tabliſh his approucd ordinance of iudgements 
abandon all places of idolatry, ſurceaſe thoſe 
loftie finnes of oppreſſion and. iniuſtice, fo 
commonly praQliſedin the gate, then goe to, 
the Lord will reaſon with you, and come to 
a friendly-parle for further reconciliation, But 
before any peace can be concluded, merxcie 
expected , puniſhment releaſed, or executi- 
on ſtayed: you muſt condiſcend to theſe Ar- 
ticles : Hate:the exill and loue the geod,and efta- 
bliſh tudgement in the gate, = 

Inthelewordes we may generally note theſe 
two pointes ; Fiſt what conditions the, Lord 
requireth: Secondly what truce hee offererh . 
The conditions concerne the affeRtions and 
aQtions: the affeRions are hatred and loue, 
each of them being directed -ynto his ſeue» 
rall obieR : hatred is let looſe at cuill: loye 
Is 


18 
Lan.s. 
3, 


is drawhe-and cohfined wholly to the g00d. 
Thoaction is mikt , including many: vertues, 
excluding many vices, being anaccompliſh- 
ment of. tuſtice and mercy, and the eſtabliſh- 
ment of -iudgement,, whoſe tountaine is in 
the heart," and private affetions'of men re- 
formed: but the fireames do flowe, &runne 
downein publike to the.comforr of the good, 
_ andterrour of thebadde. Theſe are the Ar- 
ticles which the Lord doth propounde: to the 
{ſraclites by his Prophet Amos,and daily. by vs 
his Ambaſſadors doth offer ynto you his peo- 
ple, with defire. chat you would be-recon- 
ciled vnto | him ,'.and ſubſcribe with hearc 
and hand to the contents thereof, Which be. 
ing promiſed, and performed, beholde a gra» 
tious truce and couenant. on Gods |behalfe : 
It may be the Lord of hoſtes will bs mezcifull 
to the remnant of Toſeph. Let no man be dil- 
couraged at this phraſe of ſpeach, as though 


Gods promiſes werelike the doubzfulOracles ' 


of heathengh Idoles, yea and nay: ic may 
be, and ir may not be : for with the Lord 
there is aſlurance of mercie , his wordes 
be: 2ea, and Amer. Hath hee ſaide it, and 
shall bee not doe it ? hath hee fjohen , and 
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thall hee not accomplishs it? The noſhibili- Num3.13, 


ties of men are full of hazard, burtthe-Lotd + 


is not & man that hee thoald lye or double, or 
be preuented of his purpoſe. Is there no 
A3 douvt 


. 


6 The fworder?> 
doubt thbnin this ſpeach fNone, touching the 
abſolute pettormance of the Lord: but-much 
difficulticinreſpeR of fleſhandbloud, men 
looke ypon their owne ynworthinefle ,yncons 
ſtant perſeuctance, and chelowe ebbe tharthe 
houſe of Zofeph , and Gods people are ſomes 
times driven vato ,Yer agnine, allis courage, 
when we caſt our eyesypon the Lordof hoſts 
who'is-ſtr6ng to ſaue , fnclyning ts mertys 
whoſe readinefle to helpe in extremicie appea- 
reditb /oſepbzand was oftenſhewed robis iced, 
with they were burtaremnant and reverfion: 
andrherefore may affuredly comforr-all faith» 
fultHeartsthar withour-all:doubr, hee will be 
mercifullynco them , if they krepe this couc+ 
nant with the Lotd ; wdconfent to hate the e- 
vill; and love the good; and cftablith iudpe- 
mentitvrh8e gate, © > S201 

-' Thusmuch haueT ſpoken to declare yppon 
whatgronnd our doRrine &exhottations{'by 
Gods affiftance ) ſhall be” planted: in what 


tearimes theeſtate of the //ravhreathen Ronde: 


and whar Articles were propounded for the re= 
drefle of their calamities 2in-the vrging &' vn 
folding whereof, our greateft time ſhall be 
ſpent; becauſe we defire to apply the ſame-ap- 


proved remedy toour owne decayes, & wits, 


aſſuring eur ſelues the Lord will not faile tobe 
mercifull ,if we keepe touch and promiſe with 
him, jn ſuch-conditions as he requireth, 


of.maintenance. 7 


- -Inone wordtherefore to windeypthe fiime 
of all theſe conditians - it isthat which wee 
call ſometimes conſcience , ſometines zeale ; 
Dpotthecommanconſcienceof the world : but 
chatſame' whichis firſtc# ſcrevtiazioyned with 
knowledgegthat it may haue an eyeto diſcerne 


goodfrom <euill, Secondly thac which is roo- Couragsz, | 1 


ted andplanted in the will and affeRions, that 
it'may haue an edge of hatred to threaten the 
euill: and a backe of loue co defend rhe good. 


{8 
Thixdly ſuch a conſcience here is required ,as Praiſe, 3. |. 


hath not, onely ſkill. to diſcerne or will to 
Heſeybut allo a readic hand to'praQtiſe; nor 
reſting in contemplation., but proceeding to 
ſychaRion as theplace and yocation of eucry 
manexhorteth him ynto for the maintenance 
of iudgement inthe gate. Theſe three proper- 
tiesof a good confſcicace,, called by the Lord, 
inthis text, and aipired ynto by all thar. fcare 
God, orloue the good eliateof their country , 
amongſt ;this graue afſembly, occaſion mee 
to ſpeake ſomewhac of eyther, and, firſt of 
——— | 
Knowledge is the guide and light of a good ;,,Knowle 
conſcience. A ficIotelligencerfor the will and 
affeQions, for jt aduileth what is euill and to 
be eſchewed , what is good and tobe embra-. 
ced. Without this direRion, hatred like a b{:»de 
archer ſhootes befide the marks , and may till a 
main ſteade of a beet : Aad loue cheritherh 
+ A4 oit2n 
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Difficult, 
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ofcir aſnake in the boſome,-in Reade'of a 
friende, As the eye diſcetnes'berweetic light 
and darkenefle, ſo the ynderſtanding'rryeth 
out the'tifference betweene- $50d: and euilt. 
Therefbre foebe goad, and not" euvl- Aayd- the 
Prophet"in'the Dr verſe', No man'can 
ſeeks 'well withour"light 5 nor finde'the 
good exceprhee can diſtinguiſh it from: the 
badde;* "me trying WERGINUG which isthe 


| beſte © £23 Dl £112 
ho... "May ate the dieties ar bigides:3 vs 
' from'thEdiſevuery the Weomy 
' of the g00d - wi Aehire E Janojgery if 


' wee-miftake the one - rms a 


_ - The difficulties appeareif wee'confi dvr — 


7 he blindneſſe of our ownt heart, except'it 
'be ttnewed-and ſupplyed with 'a "light from 


2. heaven. Secondly -ifwee beholde the readi- 


nefle* of euill,' beig preſent © with 'vs at cticty 
+ turn,  Compyaſſt ng 7 vfAÞInt;, "prefſing-v# downe, 
Satan-is4 prince in the ajre tempring*vs;@ 
worlds of finne about ys, «bodie of ſin ne within 


3 vs- Beſides this, the cuſtome of finne bath 


made yertue ſo vnpleaſanc aud firaunge ; the 
cuilſoſiverre & familiar,thar'it ſeemerhdeath 
to berowzed ourof the-myte; wherein wee 


+ hauelong wallowedineaſcand ſecuntie. And 


further riniquirie is very Rtrong, being in this 
world, asin-her owne country, and proper $« 
lenient, where-yertue is but a firaunger , -al- 

| waies 
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waies flying vpward, and therefore not fol. 
towed: witlvhalfe ſo many ſchollers as ini- 
qaitie,thatpulles downe the hill co the broad 
Bates of : hefl-and deftruRtion.'* Laftly cuill 5 
18 mingled-wih the good, as drofſe with the 
filuer, thatthr-aſketh much tryall, and a cun- 
fingſpiric'ts extraft-the one from the 0+ 
thier. i :Ior egatde of which -difficulties:hinde- 
| py Ts the good, and preſenting 
rs the luft-oþ out-eyes. yarietie and- chaunge 
- euill-jih good] $f apparant good, 
ie behouerh*ys (wy ſane waderiand> 
itg for our! guidez bur cfpecially becauſe the 
error of our choyce is the dan yerbork of ſoule Daunger, 
whe bodiec)”-: | , 
- + The fruite--of- the forbidCen tree was 
'pleaſauntro beholde ,, and good ro eate, but 
. "ie was birterneſle and death at rhe laſt, For 
euill isof two ſortes , -the {eede and the fruir; 
the ſeede is finne-, and the frujte is puniſh- 
Trent :'the one 1s a ſweete' baire; rhe other a 
 deadely hooke + # 99es downe' pleaſantly like 


wine , but it ffiomgeth in the end like 4 Scorpion. Prou.23-31. 


And yer«there/is a leaguebetwene iniqui- 

. tic-and ouraftecions, as there was betweene 

-Jezabel and herichamberlaines: As Teſabel 
pearching aloft,painced herface, and comati- ,-Xing.g.30, 

- ded her Eunuches arcending:-vpon hergtil/ehu, 

ſent with reuenge fr6 God,began to cry,»hos 
3: 1 FaTes 08 
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en.wy fide? who? So doth iniquitie poſſefle the 
bighelt chamber of our hear3, apd paints her- 
feitein freſh goloures, raigning pucr-our afy 


feionsas Dauesril vergeancehunt after.her 


Reppes, a9d4hs welle Of G09. giue Ware 
ning totas nar addaarinens 
ſed rnjlirellp, 2nd renounce thathinge, which 
they, have ſerves. leaſt rhe fell of her,drawe 


all berEunuchcy and-partahewteconfulions | 


+ Theihcathegs:themiclyes alwaicstaught 97 
bedienceof the willzo-tbe wityof the affeGli- 
ous torcalon which had 'beegerwelly ifithe 
light of reafen bad not beencextinguiſhedin 


:. heaucnly things: apd ſo towly blewiſhed In 


natyrall, Bur the vaturall mans reaſon perceiving 
vet the things of Ged( his wiſdome being foliſh- 
nefſe, his light derkeneſſe) made-the conſcience 
corrupt and yaine inthe trewe-and particular 
diſcourſe of -good and cuill, Many-ſay t who 
willſhewe v1any good? aide Danis af thecom- 
mon ſort : but he muſt bane anew fpirit and 2 
perſe&.ynderanding that with. David can 
lift biseyes:to. heguen ,gndcry'. Lord life thor 
vp the light of thyooitenance;acknowledging al 
our felicity tadeped yp0 the fauour ofthe.Lord. 
In martcets of ,.comon honeſtly , humanitic., 
ciuilicie of manners, the heathens were alawe 
to.themſelucs , andſhallbe a: ſhane and con- 


- . demnation tos: ih'that with ſo ſmall a glimſe 


of natucalilight , they praRtiſed many thinges 
come 
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 #n welthecrooked as the firaight: If wee loxe 
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of maintenance, 1 
commendable, made many wholſomelawes, 
exctjled ii many outward cenfures , and aQti- 
ons of indgemient; Bur wee hauing the word 
of the Lord, comerting the ſoul, gintrg wiſdome 
tothe ſimpley and light to the ezes: having the 
lawe of God(Ifay) toexamine wharis good, 
and-what euill , being the onely tonchſtone of 
trueth and faFfehoode, the rule that ſheweth 


Pſal.ty, 


derkeneſſe rathes thax light, if 'wee faile in ſee» 

king and ſetting vp the kingdome of God, or 
therighteouthelle thereof in our life and prac- 

tile : there remainerh vato ys no Colour of ex- 

cuſe, nor dokeof defence, For vnto everyone 

of ys in ourſeuerall charge, may that proteſta- 

tion of Aficahbe vrged : Hee hath ſhewed thee = 

(O man) what ts geod , and what the Lord requi- Micah,6,S, 
reth of thee: ſurely to doe inſtly , and to lone mer- 

cy, and to humble thy ſolfe , and to walke with 

thy God, And this is that kwowleage of good & off 
euill , derined' our of Gods holy and accep- "q 
table will and word , which like a cunning ri- F 
der turneth, and direterth our affeRtions bc- | i 
ing of themſelues like horſe and mule that kave Bb; 
»o wnderſtaniling , Bucas the Lord infiruterh 7ſal.2, -| if 
all Rulers to be'wiſe and learned ,ſoin another if 
place be will hauethem inthe feare of God, ro £204-18-21, | | 
be men of conrage allo . For conrage is the fer- Courage. 
uencie and concitation of the minde placed 

here intheſe two affections, hatred —_—_ 
Wacn 
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which areproficable to the farcherance of ver- 
tue,: and taking downe- of vicez'ſo 'as they 
Rand in awe of reaſon ,/ as a' ſouldier' of | his 
| captaine, by whoſe commaunde. hee takes 
({pof,cir. Fraſe, VP 20d: layes downe. both: his- courage and 
It weapons . Whereforc theſe affeRions arenot 
| onely co be allayed: and cooled in+man-( as 
[{Peripztet. ſore -Philoſophers aftirme blk ſometimes 


;\- 


[{Baſ, theiron is ſteeled and-hardned with the fire, 
8 ſo> mans heart - with concitation: of the ſpi» 
rites againſt 'the right obieQ+:may haue'a 
tinRure:of greater caurager:and fortitude a= 
gainſt--G: O D S *cnemies, © Neither is this 
agrecable to the opinion 'of :the: Stoickes , 
who vtterly extinguiſhed all fparkes of af- 
' fection.,  in-theit- yertuous and perfectmang 
pulling .'out- both'gall and bowels-as though 
there. coulde:;.bee no good vic: of 'themy 
for the. exerciſe- of yertue ,: | For indeede 
it- is-an..extremirie- of finne;> to-hauca ſea- 
red conſcience, | that feeles: ho: ptickes 'of 
humanitic: and atoken of areprobate ſcnſc 
to be ſenſcleſſe , and without naturall affecti- 
$11593.1.39- on, Neither-againe-hath our. firſt creation 
| planted any malignant nature in the minde 'of 
| doref.confal man( as:the Mamchris dreamed; Jnor yet by 
degsfconfeſe 1, fall of Adems is there adiueliſh ſubſtance 


$6.8; cap,1o, l 
Mathis 4 of milchicfe poſſefſing the fquic,of: man ; but 
| a A the 


E:mt.Infs, 


alſo to: bee kindled -and-ſtirred vp : that as 


*_ ut ac 7 Wo wn i a is. 


of mainrenance 13 
the ſame principles that were created pure 
and-good,andcorrupted inqualitie only , by 
that afterclappe of our forefather 2. being refi- 
ned and altered by. the ſpirit of G O D, are 


to: beemployed in Gods holy ſeruice : hatred 


in chepurſuite of cuill, loue in the defence 
of yertue and goodnefle. By theſe therefore, 
as. by the ewo ſupporters, Iuflice is aduan- 
ced, the ſcepter of Princes: governed, the 
{worde_ of magiſtrates kept ypright, king- 
domes eſtabliſhed, Gods Church and com- 
mon-wealth preſerued. | 
Seeing the Lord reacheth the affections, 
and ſetteth the inward parts firft on worke, 
in the deteſtation of cuill, and fauour ofthe 
| : it appeares, that hee condetnnes all 
ypocrifie, thar gliſtereth in ſome eye-ler. 


. .uicey but aRteth nothing heartily z and that 


hee excludeth all thoſe difſembling Politici- 
ans ,*which @Hachiave! painteth out in ſome 
outwarde 'coloures and ſhadowes of Iuſtice, 
but inwardly full of all diueliſh ſubtiltic. Nei- 
ther are thoſe qualified according to: this 
rule, that ſeparate the Serpents wiſdome 
from the doues innocencye . eAcvitopbels 


counſell , though it be like the Oracles of 1.5216. 23- 
-G OD. for worldly witte, and the greatre- 
- queſt it wasin : yetbeinglike myſteries of the 
divelfor, diſhoneſty, miſchicuous colequece 


15 
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israther curſed-then bleſſed by the Lord -for 
his condition is to haue- wiſdome matched 
with holineſſe, aiuſt conuerſation witha good 
conſcience : an vprightheart, fearing Godyef« 
chewing euill, approving the-rhing tharis 
good, with a-conftanc in himſelfe 8 
others to deſtroy the powet of Satan braunch 
and roote, and aduance the kingdome of God 

with theri fnefſe thereof; 
- Tris ſtraunge to beholde whara ſpirit of gid. 
dinefle, confuſion and ſlumber ſomerimespol. 
{efleth.the minde & conſciencesof many that 
haue had fomeknowledge diſcerning berwene 
goodandemll, but have wantedthis fahRified 
hatred of the one, atid feruent loue co the 0- 
ther. Whar madethatneucralitic of religion in 
Iſraellzand Savzaria,that men feared God,;atid 
yet worſhipped their idoles? halted between God . 
& Baall? vſedto ſweare by the Lord and Mat- 
cham? It was not-fimpleignorance- of the trite 
religion, bur want of zealousand heartie de 


: teſtationof Idolatry, ſelfe-wil. worſhippe;, & 


hypocrifie, And how isit come topafle, that 
among(t vs,after ſo much preaching,8 ſo great 
Ighr,fo many ſtand at a gazeinreligion; waue- 
ring betweenee/£gypt and Canaan gberweene 
Chrift and Antichriſt, light -and darketeſle? 
Or what isthe cauſe that in the 'wombe of 6tr 
mother the Church of England, there'ate 
bredde Juch corrupt children, as account all 


religion '} 


_ 
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of tmaimenarice ty 
religion excher #publike: poticiez or terme all 
hatredof ſinne _— of 2598 ; reformation 
of the life, /ſtudie' of pietie, and practiſe of 
modeſtic butan humour?and afancie follow= 
ing the complexion ? Doubtlefle theſe men \# 
hawe had knowledge of che good and bad : J 

butſome of them hatie mate no carefull fe- 


ion of .the poyſon from'the wholſome | .. 
Fulke , and rherefore death in the pot : fome dr 


perceiuing iniquitie to abownd', andthe loxe of yuub.24.12, 
waxing cold, became lukg-warme and loft Revdas. + | 

therr firſt loue for companie , Others having 

had neuer any loue indeede to the trurh, or 

hatred of vngodlinefſe , are given ouer to 3T/%-2.11, 

beleeye>lyes in the blindeneffe artd luſtesof 

their owne ſenſe, and peruerſe imagination, 

Who although they haue bene ſhuMed with 


Chriſtians, as Se#/ amongſt the Prophets, $ 
by reaſon of lawes and orders, for a ſca- t.$am,19.24. |) 
ſon , yet are theyſuch as never have made th 
any conenant in heart with the Lurd', to hate P[450-$\ 


the exill, and louns the good. 
As in matters of religion, ſo in civill be- 
hauiour and outwarde iuſtice, behold (Right 
worlhipfull ) the like effectes of the like 1,0. g.3. 
negligence ; when men haue »s comrege for 
the trueth , they proceede from. enill to worſe; 
as though they had no knowledge, neither 3 
of right or wrong, good or etl. | 
Such was the fottiſhneſſe of Nabal in the 1, $amzs.10. i 
middeſt Kk 
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middeſt of-hisplentie-; that. hee knewe -tiot 
his friende from hisfoe j. mage no difference 
betweene, Dawid,itbat had 'beene» as a wel 
to be ſeruautes.,. and ſome ;common fugi» 
tive, that had! owwme away from:bis maſters 
37. Hee' grawes-ſo-wicked ar laſh that: mar may 
not '(peake. te him y and as;bee lined like a 
blocke,; ſo-hee dyes like a Rone. in theende, 
Many, inthe. Preachers time; were:cometg 
«that paſle, that they .made -ro .diſtinctian 
berweene the conditions of 'the Iuſt andthe 
wicked, the pure and poliuted, \the ſwear 
rer and bim that feared anoath... And what 
I - ay the obſtinate and' wilfull people in Mga 
bf 21alech.z.15, Jachie? Wee comnt the pronde bleſſed, andthe 
| that works wickedneſſe, Nay, in our age what 
difference doe, many rake of the; truerh and 

a. lye , of deceiprte and ypright dealing ;'of 

- - whordome , and vndehiled-martiage,:of y+ 
luric and honeſt trade, of ſtolnebreade and 

-- the breade, of labour? the. taſte: is the ſame; 
all gainc is godlineſſe; all money .ſauoureth a+ 
like. O feareſull {hipwracke-of- faich -and a 
ood conſcience; G OD - and CMammon g 
bell and nequen , light and darkneflſe are 
quall marches in their Jumpiſhe vaderſtan» 

| Io all eſtates and, degrees'where there is-2 
defect of courage and zeale;: ſuch: fruirts 


| ſpring 
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fpring:vp by little and Jictle; as indeede Ve. | 
_ == fuit WS ware : a man at the 4 | | 

eppe came tothe: height of iniquitie. Mt 
The miler that ſhines ner ok heats 9 as rg þ 
he-giuegno greatlight;(o de isnot of anygreat Ecclus,27.tr;| | 

certaintice,but'ss changed hige the Moone: And " k 
hee-that hath-no falt ro:-powder his wordes, R1435 
waxeth aſtogither vnſauourie ar thieJaſt ,: .and. 

' ſtarſe goid for the dunp bid,” 5 

The Magiſtrate whoſe conſcience affeReth, 
notthe due admminifiration ef inſtice,groweth: 
by.degrees.tobe.a lecpie:watchman , whoſe: 
drowzio lethargic depriuech him of all ſenſe ,& 
diftio&tian of good andewill,. right or wrong:s 
the extremitic: .of which: incurable diſeaſes: 
neccdiotwo properties /by-our Saujour Chriſt, 
dfalvdge that feared wet :God , nor rewer enced Lukg.x8.23 
- menExpcoicnce tcachetivys; that a Bee-which 
hathjo{this Ring becommerh an yoprofitable jj 
dranegneither fir-to keepes or gather honie-33 '- 
_ a govemourthat hathneitherconrage nar M 

—_ finoes is yameete to preſcriue 

=— inhet righe;, at! majntaine judgements: 
ArTecdes:is more fit: forhim thea a rodde; and. 
ablunefoylero playwiehallnhen a {lworde: of. 
Iuftic 10: /pynith with.” 

Thk want. ofthis zcale:maderhit the fairbfull {ſait.21,53, 
GticafcheLordbecamtachariot , their filuer. 
becameidrofſe,8 theivinie was mi xedwithwas 

x Princes wererbbellions, companions of 
'. 10i:20 B theeder, 
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rheexes;Alamentable efiate isit when the af 
feRionsare miſplaced, and iudgement ſo tur- 
nedyp fide downe, that men will ſpeake good of 
exilland pat darkyeſſe for light, light for darknes, 
bitter for ſmeete, andſweete for ſomre, A woe is 
pronoficedto thoſe prepoſterous dealers, that 


ſhuffle vp matcers withſuch cofuſton of iudge- 


ment. AndI takeit apart of the woe, that they 


grow from exil to wor ſe,tilthey be ſoinfatuared 


that as they,like Idols regarded in conſeience 
neitherrightnor wrong:ſolike Epicures at laſt 
they meaſure the righteous Lord, and hisiuſt 
judgements;by the leaden rule of their corrup- 
ted fenſes, Such will the Lord ſearch for, with a 
eandle being frozen m their drags, and ſaying in 
their hearts; The Lordwill ds neither good nor 
exil.They ſleep, anddreame alſothatthe Lord 


 ſlumbreth : who notwithſtanding _ Wor 
»d fayleth 


Singhrinpeth bis indpement to light, 
de wicked wal not hes to be aſbamed, 
faith the Prophet Zephanie, 

+\Itisno maruell therefore, that the Lord will 
hauethe obſcruation of theſe conditions ro be 
grounded in the affections;and from thence to 
breake out into publike a&tion, and the execu- 
tion of indgement in the gate: ſecing that if the 
fountain head be intoxicate,the fireams wil be 
infe&ious;orifthe conſcience be feared yp, all 


other abſurdities & confulions of religion,c6« 


mon humanity, & iuſtice breakinamongftme, 


Behold therefore how theſe affeRions muſt 
warke to the eſtabliſhinent of iudgement in our 
g4tes,or elſe what inconueniences follow:Firſt 
by negligence, where no gaine appeares; ſe- 
condly,by partialicie, when lucre is expected, 
Sometbat heare this precept vrged , hare the 
exill, lone tbe goodzwill approue of the loiie,bur 
repeale his hatred, Ir ispittie (ſay ſome) that 
faire weather ſhould do any harme; and yet for 
all this pitty,there tnuſt be foule as wel asfaire. 
Louezand faire meanes, gentle dealing(which 
thiey call onelyloue) are good, but ro whom ? 
Aeligres ſunt,quos dirigit anvor(ſayth eAuften) 
they are the better ſort which will be direted 
by loue : ſedplures ſmnt guos corrigit rimor , but 
thegreaterpart are not ro be amended but by 
feare; 

. Anoldefeſtered ſore muſt not haue a leot- 
riueplaifter, And it is crue thatan vnrulyPati- 
"ent maketh a cruel Phyfition. As the wine that 
isro0 hardisvnpleaſant : fo that which is too 
fatisvnholſome, The Lordteacheth vs byhis 
example,how to vie theie affeRions, although 
he'be lubie@ rono paſſiov himſelfe, Anger 
'#s, wot i me ( fayth he) when hee ſpeaketh to 
His people. But if the briars ard thornes were ſet 
agayeſt me in battaile,I would burne thems, ſayth 
the ſame Lord, ſpeaking of his cnimies. #/:th 
thepure be is pure, with the froward be will ſhew 
frawardnerfaich Darid,atuibuting tothe Lord 
ad ” Wee mercic 
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20 "The fwarde 
mercie and iudgement ſeeming contrarie by 
reaſon of the obie he worketh ypon, yctifſu- 
ing from thefarher of lights, » Inmwhom # no [ha- 
dow of channgeor contrarietie, 

The ſame Daxidbeing a kinde lecgicn | 
to Ifracl himſclfe, yet taketh witneſſe of wo 
Lorde, thathis thoughts hate ewll: Do: noe / 
bare them that hate thee (O Lard) doe net 1 can- 
texd with them that riſe vp axainſt thee ? Moſes 
was a verie mecke man; and yet with the Ido- 
lacrie of is people he isſoincenſed , that hee 
breakes the tables of the Couenant, and then 
he crieth to execution, Ewery man ſlay bis bro- 
ther it Companion, bs neighbour : the fact 1 per= 
formed (ſayerh he) You heme Fonſecrated your 
handes this aay to the Lirds, So acceptable a {a- 
crifice is the puniſhment of Gods enemics,and 
£euill goers. 


lob was aneye tothe inde, and a feot, if 
laws: and yer the ſame 7pb maketh thi 


umph of:his earneſt purſut. of the wicked: * : 


braks the'ghawes of the wngodly, and placke. the 
prey ont of t their teeth, - 

TheLordes champion David intendeda 
rough 'cyre of intractable malefaRtors - - when 
hethrearnedthem,andarmed himſclfafterthis 
. maner: The wicked ſhall be enerie one as thornes 


CT5nbas 


" thruſp away, becauſe they caunat be taken wie 


handes: but the man thatſhalltowch them muſt 6 e 


defenſudarigh iron,Though the wicked bee! yn- 
rulie; 3 
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rulie,ſharpe, and daungerous to deale withal!; 
yet the Lord hath armed your hands {graue fa- 
thers)with iron ganitlets, with authoritie from 
heauen, Commiſſionfrom the Prince, to gripe 
theproudeſt offender, to Prike the Lion and 
the Beare, the oppreſſor, extortioner, the rob. 
ber andbloud-ſhedder , thatthe ſheepe and 
and harmleſſe. people may bee reſcued from 
the yngodly, that aremightier then thef. It was , Sarn.1s. 
ynſeaſonable pitic that Sau/ſhewedin ſparing 
Apag the enemie of Godyand Iſrael, And 4- 
hab did not wiſely, in yeelding ſuch fauour to 
Benhadad, appoynted by the Lord to die : al- 
thoughhis ſcruants preſented themſclues with 
great humilnie i: ſack: {oth and balters,glofing 
vpon the rehearſall of his wordes ; thy brother 
Benhadad. Sax! had a ſharpe rebuke for his vn- 
eimely{pittie , and Achab threatned that be. 
cauſe be had let him gothat was appoynted to 
die,therefore thy life for his hife, thy people for his 
people,faidthe Lord, Isirnor needfullto ſhewe 
a deepe diſpleaſure again(?l all notorious offen= 
ders, if the Mzgiſtrate becomes not orcly an- 
ſwerable in his owne perſon , for the wilfull 
eſcape of Gods knowne enenmie ; but a'ſo the 
innocent people Rand iced, and 2reto bee 
puniſhed before the Lord , and to pay their 
lines a raurſome tor the vicied etcaped with 
impunity?and that but by cne moans cetaule, $, 
Anguftin ſhewing why the good ond bad, were 
> 3 both 
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both enwrapped togither within the compaſſe 
of the ſelfe ſame ſcourge by the furious Gothes, 
yeclgeth this reaſon: 1ure amarans vitam ſen. 
tiunt; worthily theyfeele the bitternefle of this 
life with the wicked,quia peccantibus amari efſe 
noluerunt ;"becauſe they were not bitter to 
them intheir finnes,but ouer gentle, having ra- 
ther fellowſhip with the wor es of darkneſſe, 
then reprouing them, Andthis was the cauſe 
chat father Els was plagued as well as his 
ſonnes, forhis indulgence, and remiſle cor- 
xeRion of that whoredome and facriledpe, 
which to the diſhonour of God, and ſcandall 
of the people they commitred. For when finne 
groweth (toute and loftic, and puniſhmentes 
weake,when the rodde of Scorpions is turned 
into feathers, when private men reprooue not 
the vngodly, miniſters rebuke nor, Judges and 
rulers(hauing them offered) puniſh not, ar, rhe 
laſt all become guiltie,all aRorsand conſenters 
in ſinne,and allbe puniſhed with agrand exe» 
cution of ſome famine,peſtilence , ſworde, or 
ſuch like calamitie. 

I would to God in our peaceable eftate, 
there were no wanc of this holie indignation, 
andreligiousfortitude, in the purſuit of thoſe 
wanitolde finnes which are the ſpottes of our 

eace, and ſhadowes inthe ſunne-ſhine of the 
Goſpel. But fet before youreyes (religious ay. 
dicnce)our wholeeſtate:and coſider(as1 doubr 
not 
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Dot but you do oft& )che ſores of our body poli- 
tike,and the breaches of ourland,from the top 


of the head, to the ſoale of the footezand you 


ſhall behold many wounds, and many ſoue- 
raigne plaiſters, and yet very ſlow healing, be- 
cauſe there wanteth courage in the heart of 
the Phiſicions, to apply the one to the other, 
Looke downe tothe legges of our Common- 
wealth , and remember that lately they were 
ready toroetwith idlenes & miſery. Thoſe idle 
vagarants (T meane) who ſwarming like Ca- 
terpillersnotlong fince, and treading downe 
the ficlde of the poore (wherein is much 
fruit if it bee well ordered) walking withour 
checke or ſhame, in theft, drunkenneſle, and 
whoredome, in prophaneneſle of lite, and all 
yngodlineſſe , ſwearing and curſing , lyin 

and murthering , begetting a monſirous of. 
ſpring, (the parents without wedlocke, the 
children without baptiſme ) are they not 
mightilye repreſled þy an cafie medicine, 
wiſclie prouided by the ſupecriour powers? and 
yet but coldly applyed by the inferiour of- 
ficers? Who amongeſt ys, remembring the 
groſſe inconueniences of thoſe idle backes 
and {lowe bellyes ſo tolerated ro wander 
and increaſe , but will deteſt that courſe 
of lyfe? Andyctthere multi bee a reſpeCtiue 
Na a of loue to Gods ctcatures, and a com- 
miſeration of them: for though they belazix 
= Oo legges, 
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egges,and yet arethey ourlimmes,and mein» 
bers; and therefore to be ſupplied with worke, 
and reliefe, with direRion and correQionyby 
thoſe parts that carry the eyes,and wiſtometo. 
gouerne-and teach, AShatred of rheirſmne- is 
readie to whippethem. fo loue and eompaſe 
fionmuſtbereadiexo helps feedechein; They 
maſt eate-( ſo natare teacheth vs Y not-the 
; breadof idienefſe; but their owne bread, pur=- 
-7heſ3.12. chaſed by their ſabohr, fo the Scriprurs infor= 
| mold, -i.0!- cf 1927507 LY) 225544 54 
* ' AwWife andauncieneConnſeller ſometime of 
this Realme 5 witilyrebuked themaners and 
ir Th. MOte gy ergo a iraunge Comntiiey hot much diffe- 
44 rig from hisowne burhh the title; for rbJe they 
yY made theewer wid tanght them t6ftrdle; ani 
aftey hang ed them vþ Thiey made theeues(faith 
be) in that they fufferad ſuck a multitiide of 
ſeruingmen; to beetratned vp inidlenefſs and 
pride:which afcer benig thruſvoult-of ſernice, 
muſt needes be drvietitotheenerie , for beg- 
ing tlicy ſcorned, androtabour they had not 
ſeared in any honeſt yocation; I'ailnorfa 
but men madeferuiceable are verie fieceflarie, 
gnd ſtand before great men in good place # But 
idleneſſe,permitted to amulticude, muſt needs 
| be the rurſerie' of beggers, and where maniie 
[platode.rep. Iuſticopen-beggers remaine;there,ſayth Plato, 
djal,8. Zepper be many promee theemes, ani pickers. As all o= 
| ther -countryes are noted for ſome peculiar 
; VICE 


- g#nioſr,yet are they deſidiofizthough ingenious, Aſcham. 
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vice, whichthe people thereof are moſt addic- 
ted yrito: ſo Engliſh men though they be in- 


yet jidlezitisour fault, and therefore asketh 
ou induftric of the gouernours before it can 
ethroughly expulſed, Neitheris it to be for- 
poten, thata renowmed: King of this nation 
Edward, thethird of that name,procured firan- 
gers from beyond the ſeas; with great rewards 
and priuiledges , to come 4hto this countrie; 
and reach 6ur people that trade of clothing, 
which to the great benefite of this lande, and 
employment of the poorer ſort, is yet in prat- 
tile: whence al our wome are preſuppoſed ſpin» 
ſters:as the menof meane degree are intended 
laborers, And ſure a kingly praRtiſe is it topro- 
uide worke for theluſtic and firovg , asreliefe 
andho6fpitalitie for the ieke', and the lame, 
From the head there deſcende finewes to the 
hands, andinferiour members: and from the 
higheſtin place-, muſt iflue ſuch good direRi- 
ons,as may'gouernethe whole bodie, & keepe Jl 
itin frame; Thelegges muſt net be cut off, or Heb,n24% |þ 
turned cleant ot of the way , but rather ſtreight 
ſeppes are to be made ro our feete,ana the halting 
leggesto be healed, andthe feeble hnees tabe lif- 
red vp. TER 
If we aſcendfrom the legges tothe handes: 
ſhall we not ſee a multitude of them defiled 
with-bloodſhed,befide the manifold iniquities 


WHhcere® 


Camden in 


Gent,9,6. 
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wherewith they are exerciſed ? Compe the 
woundes , the murthers, and the bloud that 


| Isſhedde in euerye part of our lande -: note 


how itiscoueredynder the wings of men that 
haye 'countenaunce : how it is -pleaded for, 
with this allegarion,that life is to be fauoure 

(cuen infauour ofhimthat had no mercy in his 
rage) and we may with good caulc be afrayde 


 Teaft the Lord arraigne the whole land for 


bloud vnreuenged, crying in hiseares, The 
life and bloud of the muttherer is owing to 
the Lord, who-putteth the ſworde into the 
Magiſtrates hand to make payment and fa- 
tisfaRion for bloud wrongfully ſhedde : there 
1s no way to purge the land from bloud,butto 
Ntrike the oF-nder , that the rig ven may re- 
ioyce : and waſb bis foote in the blond of the wity 
hed : and make it a Caneat to keepe bim from 
the like. | 
Looke vp towarde the heades,andgreater 
men of our Common-wealth-: If the want 
of diſcipline, ſuffred the Graſhoppers to catch 
a head whichſkip ypon the ground + what will 
not the Caterpillers dare rhart fic aloft in the 
higheſt crees, amongſt much fruit, clothed in 
ay colours, deſpiſing the Magiſtrate, and 
king the Miniſter? There is indeed a com- 
mon diſeaſe very dangerous in many ofthem, 
that carrie ſomething high ſayles, and thipke 
themſclues ro be mightie:which is called, Not 
me 


, 


1 
, 


| 
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awe tangere, Touch me ifthou dare, Asin phy- 
ſicke,{0 in divinitic, it is thought to be incu- 
rable 3 becauſe the more it is handled & dealt 
withall, the mote it ſwelleth and rageth with 


anger and frerfulneſſe, 


This diſcaſeraigneth amongſt thevſurers 


% 


and extortioners of our time; that kate the good, Micha 33 


| . #ndloxethe enill, and plucke off the chinnes from 


the people , and the fleſs from their banes : that 
fomne act; tohowſe, and field to field, tillthere 
be noplace, but for themſelues : that depopu- 


late whole townes, and ſwallow vp the poore that amos.8.4; 


the needicof the land may faile : and yetbreake 
through the ſtatures and lawes as through 
cobwebbes, which hamperthe Flies, but yecld 
place of euation to the Bees | 

Andare not many of the greater fort farre 


A gone with this diſeaſe , that will be blaſphe- 


mer$in their ſpeach as with authoritie ? Their 


tongues be their gone, and who ſpall control? Are v1, 


not Lawes, and Church, and ſeruice of God, 
holineſſe and obſeruation of the Sabbaoth, ac- 
comprtedexerciſes for meane men?Grear men 
may doe whatthey luſt. Hard isthe fire to be 
quenched that hath rakenthe top ofthe houſe: 
and how hard a thing isit, for wealthie men to 
reforme a vice ? Whodare rebuke or reproue 


Herode , though heliue in inceſt and horrible 144e s. 


adulcery?If /obn Baptiſt ſhal diſcharge his duty, 
by one meanes or other,at one time or another 
—_— 27 4x _ i 


Awes,7.13, 
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it ill hazard hislife, Tudgementsof the M4- 


giſtrate,and reproofesof the Pto Litre hg 
to comeneere Bethe/,and the Ocitss 0f ths: 


mightic, as many ſuppoſe: yer muſt not wee 
ceaſeto warne and exhort,and threaten ſorne- 
times: but you(tight worſhipfull)who repre- 
ſent the Maieftte of almightie God, and carty 


the authoritie of a godlie Prince: miſt efpe- . 
 clally declare by Be couragious execiifigh 


bf. 
| execution) vf 
good lawes, fiowlittle you regarde the high 
lookes of the proud, and how-much you hate 


 iniquitiezand loue iudgement, mercie atid'fle 


delitic, | 
You haue a Sworde of maintenance oy into 
our handes, long enough to reach che moſt 


offences, both of high & loweaſthovgh in thoſe 


finnes ofblaſphemie and adulterie,it ſeemesto 
be tooſhorr- But thoughthe ſycarer andad- 
ulcerer Rand not in your Kalender condemned 


, todie: yet the Lord ſaythof the one , He 'will 


»ot halde him guiltleſſe that taketh his name in 
vaine ; the other hee ſeemes toreſerueto his 
ſharper iudgement , becauſe he is here ouer- 
lipt : for whoremongers and adulterers God will 
indge , ſayth the Apoſtle, And yet asa prince 
fitting in iudgement chaſeth away all euil with 
hiseyes ſo with yourlookes, and wordes of 
deteſtation comptroll, checke theſe faulres at 
leaft,that your zeale and hatred againftal ſuch 


cuils may appeatre, 
| Thus 


- - 
- ode. 
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Thus haue we ſharpned this holy hatred,and 
broughr it to the eſtabliſhment of iuſtice inthe 
gate : which notwithſtanding is not contrarie 
to loue,but rather a braunch of that roote. For 


2.9 


asthe Lordeschaſticements are the rokens of 
hislowe- ſo aremens puniſhments the fruits of 


mercieand compaſſion.The good ſheepheard 


 Iscruellro the woolfe for thelambes fafetie; 


' wayes be it prou 


b 


and a good magiſtrate rigorousto the wicked 
for ſafegard of the mecke. There is Meſericor- 
dia prnienigand Crudelitas parcens; Pittie puni- 
ſhing,and cruelkcie ſparing : ſay.h that pirifull 
father Aufep, thatyer ouermuch contendeth 
with the Magiſtrates of his time forthe pardon 
of malefactors penitence, Late | 
, But as the coxruptrime and maners, require 
aconciaion oper again iniquitie ; fo al« 
| ed , that hatred and loue, 
wdgement and mercie, be kvit togitherin one 
linke : and fit both rogither as Iudges ioyned 
inone commiſſion , All. lawesare-not, to bee 
written in bloud : nor euerie offender puniſhed 
alike, when neceflarie circumſtances alcer.the 


Altuſt.ad 
Macedon. 


Fale, They .arecruell. Surgeagsthat-have no” 


other meancy of cure, but incifion;þuraing,and 
Jauncing, foreugric ſore, There ſpall be indge- 
ment mercileſſe to, him that ſhewesh, no, mergie, 
fayth lames, andihewiſe man giueth this ca- 
UE: Be n9t tuſt, ouermuch . Equitie:and not 
£xieemitie istobeprattiled, Be angry({airh the 
& " Apoſtle) 


ITames, L, 3s 


Eccles.7.18, + | 
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Plutatth, 


Jonas.t1 - 


- when they are about to'caſt him into ey 
% . 2 » 
Pay | 
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Apoflle Javd finne not: giuing the ſpurreto the 
affeCtions : nlrwck adding a bnidle withall geo 
kceepe moderation. . | , | 
And euen whea finne , detected and diſco- 
uered, doth enforce the Iudge to execution 3 
then muſt he remember, that as he is aTudge 
for God: ſoishe a managaynſt man.77 habes 
ante te({ayerh fuſten) Thoy haſt a patterne of 
thy ſelfe before'thy ſelfe , I can bring no 
betrer example of Iudges charitablie -affee- 
red in this poynt , then your ſelues (Right 
worſhipfult )' gmongeſt whomie wee maye 
heare the*Indge himſelfe giving ſentence 
of death'to' the bodye z * with'ſuch exliorta< 
tions and comforts that 'tmay giue' hope of 
life to the ſoule : not yalike the skilfallPhy- 
fitions ' herein' 5* 'whichi applie' gentle 'an4 
pleaſauinit fonieritations to "the member”; 
that by theyr cutting and lauacing is if 
— CONE on 
Thiere are two names '( fayerh eAvwfter) 
Homo ;pectator + The man'{ andthe offender: 
guid peccator eſt, corripe : corre& the offender: 
god bomoeff, miſer##e:but/Pittic the man Ih 
this reſpe&the'mariners ttiar were appoynred 


.. to proceede tothe execution of /omas, foutid 


guilne by Iotre, were much ro becommets 


ded, for their bbedience'to GOD , atid 


compaſſion to' the partie condemned , Fbr 


fon, 


I + 
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ſea , they breake out into this affeRionate 
prayer : O Lorde 5 lay not Vpon Us inxocent 
blond : for thou haſt done as pleaſed thee: which 
prayer, ſo well tempered withiuſtice , and 
mercie , may well beſceme all men in au- 
thoritie , when they fit ypon life and death, 
and the ſearch or puniſhment of rranſgreſ- 


If we ſhall entet into a more fri exami- 
nation of theſe three wordes ,, Efabliſs indge- 


ment in the gate , wee ſhall finde three things 


in them. Firſt, that there bee a ſettled habite 
in the diſtributers of iudgement : it muſt bee 
eſtabliſhed : Secondly , that ir bee gene= 
rallye adminiftced , without reſpect of per- 
ſotis : Indgement is a commbetfied. Thirdly, 
that 'the contle of the ſame be prattiſed in a 
ublike place of free reſort , inthe gate » It 
1s Hot onelye ſome fingle ation which the 
Lotde vrgeth , but a continuall exerciſe and 
practiſe of judgement. It is notenough to 
doe {ome things iuſtlie, at ſome times , and 
ypon ſome occaſions: but the flreames of ju- 
tice muſt continuallie lowe,as from the foun- 
caine heade of 'a ſounde conſcience. Itis re- 
ored of Cambyſes; a moſt wicked King , thar 
hes performed one /poynt of iuſtice ypon a 
corrupt Tudge - : but one ſwallow makes no 
ſommer, | 
That ybgodlyTudge 1n the Goſpel did roi 
: mH1gnt 


18, 
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rightfor a widow, thac ouercame his accuſtos 
med delayes, with her importunate outcries: 


' thediuellhimfelfe (hey fay )is good to fome 
| bodie ?althoughijebe againſt his will and. diſ- 


paſition. And did not Pilate. cxtende ſome 
poynts of juſtice towards our Sayiour.Chriſt, 
arraigned before him? Didhe notpronounce 
him to be ain/# man? did henot protelt for his 
innocencie, that he fownd no faulrin biz? And 
yet beholdagainſt his ſpeach, 2nd conſcience, 
he deliuereth him to be pwr ro deatb;and ſhews 
eth himſelfe rohaue had ſome ſhadowes, bur 
no-ſtabilitie of truch or iuſtice in, hin; : | 


, A Magiirage thathath neither knayledge,, 


nor. cenicience (and accordingly,dooth got 
practiſe himſglts.ig. the courle.gf.iudgemens)}: 
{eemech to benghed inthe gates" alhoygh hes 
be clothed in fcarlet- therefore be mult ſuite 
himſelfe, and agornehis place andgerſon witls 
equitie,and diligence: as /ob ſpeaketh of hime 


ſelfr.l put onig/tice and it concred meziudgement. 


WAL. 45 arobegaud a. crowne. So was he atticed in 
jultice,asin.a comely.garmentzcourring all his 
parts:T he cloke ghat hangerh yponone ſhaul- 


der is quickly. blowne away, ; aol ſomeſhreds: 


and peeces gf judgement.onely., ary not fulſi-, 
cient ro ſhew the, zrug, propertics of a.juſt apd' 
vpright gouernous: Righteonſoeſſe irtobe pwt:on 


\45 agirdle about the loynes, to gird all other vere: 


zxergto keeperhemroundand claſe,;and eyen 
do ":". "_—— 


= YO OO IO——_ —_ ——_— 
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os. |. -onallparts:yetmuſt ienot belike the girdle, 
T: tharſaggeth& bedeth it ſelfe torharfide, where 
ne | thepurſeandthe money bangeth, not incli- 
{- ning tothe right hand orto the left,tothe rich 
ne { ortothepoore, butequally and indifferently A 
rtance.y whereby the nature of - that 


| sf inpor alike , And thisis the ſecond note ' 
of- ir 


is J] * Whichhere is called judgement, is declared, 
d * For judgement mult generally be diſtributed; 
it isnot to giuethe offender puniſhment only: 


b 

= { burtoyeldedefencetothe innocent andhelp- 

t& |{ -lefle. Andtherforein the holy {criptureswhen ,.. © 
we reade that the fatherles are to be iudged, Yet, 

A andthe poore, then we ynderſtand they are to 

fr - be defended & relicued agaiaſt their aduerſa- 

} faries , When the wicked are to be iudged:thar eT 

: iudgement is vengeance and puniſhmentto be NAT -tohe 

: . Inflited yponthem according ro their deſerts. 

x Andlaflly this refuge for the poore, and re- 

" fifticeoſthe vngodly muſt be inthe gate pub- 3 

p. likely : that all goodnes and vpright dealing 

| may finde fauour countenance & maintenice 

+ | openly - that! judgement be not interrupred 

; bur eftabliſhed, and that ie flowe plentifully 


with a ſetled courſe,notbeing birter like worm- 4995.7: 
wood to the mecke and innocent. And further 
that wholſorne lawes being carefully enaGted, 
may be as faithfully execuredtothe confirma» 
- tion of Godstrue ſeruice, che maintenance of 


| 

e 

1 tbePrinces dignitie vnder God, and the pre» 
F | i, = (cr- 


= s 
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ſeruation of Gods people inpeace,godlyneſſe 


-and all. honeflie- \ 
- '"Thismeotion of the gate. js notin vaine : for 


it teacheth vs that the Iudges-& Rulers fate 0- 
nly ina common place to heare and deter- 
-mineall matters that were. brought. The cau« 
ſes are manifeſt:-namely,rhat iuftice might glo. 
riouſly ſhine, and ſheweir ſelfe in publike to 
'the cheating vp of allfaithfull hearts, and open: 
- ſhame and1gnominie of cuil workes, And that 
-not only citizens, but coſitrymen,forreiners, 8 


* ſtrangers , might haucfree acceſſe without di- 


er or difturbance by any locall. priuiledges. 
Befides;the exerciſe of judgement in the gate 
- &openplace,mightterrifie thoſe that had miſ< 
chiefe incheir harts,preſeting comonlyvigearce 
to theireyes, &terrorto their guiltie coſciences, 
The conſideration of this place muſt needes 
-purys in minde of the Lords great benefitto vs 
continued:inthat he hath ſo graciouſly proui- 
ded,that our gates,and publike Courts of Tuſ- 
tice haue neither bin ſhut vp for feare of cne- 
mies,nor peſtered with warres & violence;that 


| our Country is inhabited as Jeruſalem without | 
walles; that our Caſtels bearing only the aunci- | 
ent titlesof warre,are becomefor the molt part } 
ruinous by long peace, & courts where peace- | 
able iudgemecrs are executed:that our halberds 
arerather enſignes of honourand ornament, | 


then weapons of neceſlnie, 


bs 


4 


Debo=''* 


of maintenance 3s 
Debirab that motherin 1ſrae/4rriumphed that 1zdg.c.te; 
in wb thetownes wo. mhabited, 7% people 
-wight goe to the gates for indgemient :and ſuch 
- peace ynder the gouernement af a woman had 
' the Land for fortie yeares.Ofthe like or greater Yof.31, 
«benefirs of peace, people, & iudgements may 
' ourvictorious Motherreloyce,cs ſer ber hearte 
, (as Deborah did )rpon the gentrnonr: of Ifracl:&' Yeaſ” y, 
on then that are nilling amongſt the people; to ſtir 
-rhem vp topraiſe the Lord orviftories, deli- 
-uerance,& continuance of peace, aboue the 
- ſpace of forty yeares already : By thy goed pleaſure 
(© Lord) + to thy glory be theſe yeares doubled;of 
-lifero'our neborsb,& of peace to our Iſrael. Bur 
thet vs returneto the gates of /ſraely & the exe- 
-Tution of iudgemct there praiſed in the time 
.of Amor. All was not in frame belike, becauſe 
'=the Eordfo carneſtly dealeth to hauc juſtice eſ- 
-tabliſhed,as though it were decayed, & ruina- 1/4.5 7, 
itedile waseuenſo; when the Lordlooked for 
- gone t,behold oppreſſion;for righteouſnes be= 
Crying I[ndgemet was turned backward, inſ. 
lire ſtood 2 farre offetruth was fallt in the ſtreets, 1ſai$9.th 
#quitycould not enter, he that refrained from ewil, 
niadebimſelfe aprey .T he Lord knew their mani- 
fold, mighty ſins:they afflifie the inft, they take 
-tewatds, & they oppreſſe the poore in thegate, Ami;.ts 
tTherefore amend your waies (faiththe Lord) 
eſ}ablifhiudgemet: ler nor vngodlines (it i the 


+, place of juſtice, any longer 
ack of + OS Shall 


| 


| 
| 


Am01.2.6, cap. (1, 
| 4 Je 


Miouh.y 3. 


3s 


of rhe: 
moſt deſperate, when the lawes are ſtretched | 
-toſerue mens luſts, when priuate iniuries ob» | 


Prince Sfenth aud the Indg 


The fyorde: * 
Shall we take a vieweoftharwhich moſt cor- 
rupted their ſtate, andouerthroweth judge- 
ment in allþlaces whetreit taketh foote? There 
wasreſpe&of perſons, a gainefull cauſe, was 
ſooner heard, 8&had more fauour,then tructh 
in forma panperis, The righteous were ſalde for 
er,the pocre for ſpooes.” The great men were as 


pu. m—_—rY 


home of Baſhen, fall fedde 5 vppreſng the poorty | 


ſtroymg the needy ,and ſaymp to their maiſters, 
Irieg ode Us @ 5 e., (4%, "067 couctaus 
Lav ers, ſhould ſerue: the turnesof yamerci- 
andlords, in opprefling their poore: re- 
Krebs andrhen call fot the price of > 
todrinke and make themſelues merry with 
teares of the widowe, the ſweate & Us bloud 
pooreand oppreſſed, Thenis the eſtate 


taine the countenance ofthe Court, and /priui- 
ledges of the gate. When (as in Aficabseime) 
To mahg good for the the enill of their hands : the 
e tndgeth for a'rt- 
ward : therefore the great man Prakerk out the 


corruption” of his ſouls: and ſo they wrapye 


vp faith Micah 2 as 2 filthy ching in a faire | 
clout, * | 
The Lord knowing that nowine was ſo di- | 
gerous to Princes, asthe ſwallowing of/ giftes 
to takethe magiſtrate dronke, and for rger ks 
cquitie of cauſes:& thatno trayne was 


gerous 


gf | 


odan»;Þ 


A aw. ECL v 


RY $hattbe receiver is not his owne man, but ftan- 


- heemuſd,not ſellxigh 
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' gerotisto mndermine, andblowe yp the ſeat of 


iud 


S% #32 


| biseyes feencueribeworle, tadoe luftjce: for 
| theLordſaithyitis impoſlible but giltswil blind 


thefoo- 


the eyes of thewiſe i how much more of the 
e righte- 


lLiſb? they will peruert the wordes of 


- # 


ences bow much mare of che couetous?: and of 


-hira that will 4ve-wrenge fer « morſell. of breage? 
hisconſcience: being gulled with cuſtoine of 
fopeand iniuſtice?. .. . ..... 

:- Iris not enough then. towaſhe our handes 
from taking rewardes againſithe innocent; bur 

t, nor make marchandize 

Of; equitie , Hee thar playeth a marchaunt of 


Rbilorhe fſelleth that for a reward, thathe 
afford ee) ; rem netaraprlchram, deformem- 
effic; ; he; blemmſheth aching charis narurally 
beautifull ; behunteth the partie , whom hee 
ſhouldbelpezraketh from him that hath the 
wrong alreadie, and gerteth a bad cuſtome, 


that' his handFand heargwill linger after giftes 


Exod.23$, 


iuſtice, executeth iuftice , but yniuſily Earp Plalo de Magi { 
ould frat delig, 1 


LY 


morethen. attend to doe right , For giftes be 4ygyſ;ze, 


As birdlime,they intangle the winges, & make 


C3 deth 


| 


3$ The ſwords ! 
deth in awe'of the giuer. ©" © T 
The Lord kneweth what metall a man'is _ 
of,andtherfore to keepe his conſcience” ſound; 
and vncrackt,& tokeepe thebatlanceof juſtices 
vpright, without leaning add tilding ro cheh642, 
vielt end,bowilhauenoſuch tenratib5of inkuf> 
rice admitted, Salmon knew dheforce of. 4 fect 
ward? when he Hikeneth irn0apleaſar fone 
profiers per! b which way ſoeney # isiurnidea's fr 
e men IEEE PLNG Philoſophmy fond, founrch 
inrequeſt; 8 foNripe in Nw Andipdeeds it 
Proverb.13.16, tak SUAAEan in thisworld,o 
Proucrbaig.qs himbe oorext 


Projia7.6, 


| The Thebavs werg heathens,gtid;yetperceil 
uiygrhe iriconyenicactvof reettuingrewatds: 
painted theirTudges'withour haridzzeo fignifid 
that they ſhould be tioretdliters! an ealiemart 
rerif lugs were but imagesibut the _ | 
ferres tohisſcares of hidpethiens; at 


ſhould Jonhorkak 

preedy ds, not rauctiouyharts afterthe prey 
good fortlic purſuite feuil&eheiſhingahe 
athey ſhould bewelprotidedoft Reb, bork!, 

ifis do tiot- otily*coaſiſtin taking'with 

the Ro ds,of the richzfdr he thatreſpeRteriuper= | 
ſons,will da wrong for 4morſell of Sreadfor land. | 
frdls of barie,ch fellthe rig hteens for shooes * nay 
for leſſe than this, for ſome popular praifey for 
rhe breath of mens mouthsgo get ſome —_ 'F 
w 


Plutar. tn Ifid, 


Exod at3,21 a 


conrrodiſneſſe;becaule they 


Prov.283.21, 


PATDAICEL ESSE 


of niaintenance. 39 
Felix a corrupt Iudge fiſheth afiermoney tobe 
juenbim by Paslfor his deliverance, & ther- 
ore ſendeth for him & c6muneth with him of 
ten-whenhe ſeesno money come, though hee 
ceiueth his innocency ,. yet he /eaxeth him 
1dzto make ſome aduantage by him, if nor ' 
by maney,yet to get a poore favour atthe lewes, 
| *hadatchelcaſt, Thedefire cf praiſe doth much: 
but the hope ofgaine, and a giftin the bolome. 
blindeth the eyes, charmcth the gongue, raui- 
ſhech thie affeRiong, ſeareth,vp the conſcience, 
tyrneth all things VP ſide .downe, altereth the 
caſe,& maketh that which isrightto day,wrog 
to morrow.Many inthisafſebly hauered of that 
famous Orator Demoft kenes, & of thatirip hee 
was takEin,to his perpetual ſhame:for the firſt 
. dayhedealemoſt ychemeclyagainſrtheAfileſian 
Ambaſſadors, the ſecond day he appears again 
but in another likenes;his neck is wrapped and Plutarch, 
his cheeks muffled,as one that would ſhewe an 
excule before hand of his filence , by reaſon of 
his diſeaſe, which he would haue lappotedro-be 
Angins:the quinzic,or the mumps:the people. | 
erceiuing his ſwelling &filencegto be tut the. 
 blowes of a ſecret bribe termed his gricte to be 
Argitangina,as 2 mi ſhould ſay nor the quinzy 
burche coyn-l{ec,& Glucr mf ps.Itruftchjs&:fca fe 
be notamong{t ourOrators(an:G6glt tne better 
fort, l kaowiris deteſted)ycr ſome we hear (ul. 
Gp C4 pected 


-4- ofthe pooregas well as of the rich» 


AT.24,37, 


— * 


40" Theſworde © 

petted of ſome ſuch ſodaine crampe in cheir 
rongues, by reaſon thatthey haue failed eheir 
clyent athis greateſt needin preſcce or lpeach, 
vnder ſome pretence or other: take heedet for 
there is no greater woſid to publike iuftice, pris 
nate conference or credit y'thento play ypon | 
both hands, and betray the truſt of /him+h 
Is your patroriage. 


"% a 


 Butis it not lawfull for Lawiers, or leatned | 


Counſailorsto receive fees? I come not to 
marre. the 'market , not torakeawaythe hire 
of thelabourer: they may receiue their fees, 
if they give their counſell, akboughinot on 
both fides, Saint Anfter doth rule thiscaſe,sc 
reacherh who ſhould be receivers in che courts 
of iuſtice;arid who not» ATudgemuftnot ſell, 
nonort Iafium indict int indgemetit; hor 2 
witneſle verum tefimonium,no not true wit» - 
nefſe : much lefſefalfhood, Forthe Iudge i310 


| heldtheballance equally berweene borh/pat- 


 Nehemiah.s. 
' 18, 


ties, «tdthereforemuſt not be ſwayed with 
ifts: the witneſſe muſt ſpeake therrueth indif- 
erciitly, Butfor the honorable Tudges 5 there 
muſt be* penſions of honor, eftate and: autho- 
riticgaffigned by the Princeyorels in'common 
not'depending on the: ſuiters, Nebemidh had 
prepared for him, daily an oxe , and ſixe choſen 
ſheepe; birds and wine im abundance :althoufhtin 
the diſtrefle of the people, he required notthe 
breade of the gouernour: nor kuch large allow- 
and ance 


. . - 


of mainrenatice. 
ance: Burfor an aduocate it is: lawfull ( faith 
Auſten) to prile his paines, and for a counſel- 
lortowke reward for his learned counſell of 
the ſuirer which retaineth him :the weight of 
whole cauſe he muſt yrgeto the vtrermoſt of 
his knowledgeas being an eye to his clyent 
that can nor wel diſcernehis owneightzand a 
mouth for rhe dumbe , that cannot open his 


j © mouthinthe gate, And yer fuch counſell muſt 


he giue; as tendethnotto rhe topping of the 
courſe of Iuftice, with crooked ſhifts and de- 
ges 2 but his counſell and pleading(as youcan 
rell beſt-yourſelues )mult be, rathecto giue 
lighcout of darkneſſe, then to caſt ſmoake, & 
cloudsoner the light, rather to vafolde then 
obſcure the matter, entering rather'a confe- 
rence the a conflic;that as two ones Rrooke 
togertherthe fireflyes outrſo the wiſe and lear- 


| ned Counſellors arguing'the caſe, the trueth 


may appeate , the Iurie may vnderſtand, the 
Judge proceed toſenrtence; &Tudgement may 
be exaltedinthe gate, | 


Asallpovd ordinances and benefits of the 


| Lord may be abuſed by: the corruption-of 


men: ſomay our peace, and place of iudge- 
ment be defaced , cither by officers or ſui- 


tors, 


' By officers from the higheſt co the loweſt, 
if there benor a hatredof-firme, and loue' of 
yertue fixed. inthe conſcience : when —__ 
wi 
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will ſuffer corruption, and ſuiters offercorrup< 
tion,what wickedncfe is not then bredde be- 
tweene them? When Daxia began ro ſing mer, 
cyand judgementyhe firſtcleanſed his houſe, 
yowed to walke vprightly bimſeife , and to ca- 
ſhire out ofhis family,the ſlandercrthe proud, 
the deceipthull perſon, the lyer , aud all thar- 
ranke : and then be proceedeth and threatneth 
todeftroy all the wicked of the Land. If greate 
mens houſes were ſo purged, the citie of God 
would the ſooner be cleanſed, andihe exccu-. 
tion the better be furthered. It is dquogerous; 
for the head, when the eyes be:decciptfull - 
when the inferiqug,officers. and agents be as 
falſe ſpeRacles grtomifleinforme the, conceipt, 
and-make, thas: which is firaight , ſreme croo- 
ked , What 4'dilgrace of Iuftice, and iudge- 
ment isit, when axtendants and officers bee 
bke.the horſe>lecches daughters, crying cucr. 
we, Siue.ne ver ſarisfied ? or whenthey ſhewe 
mtelues lightor yncomely,in geſture or ac- 
tion? The throne of Salowon had lyons carued 
abour.it,to declare akinde of maicſty and gra - 
yitie in the very Reppes: not apes, nor foxes; 
nor wolues;beaſtes that were eyther toyiſh,de- 
cejptful, or raucnous after their prey; ſo ſhould 
ate mens ſeruants,and officers of Iuſtice be 
lyons, in ſhewe for grauitic , yer barmeleſle as 
zhoſeImages aboutithe ſcate of Sa/omenzrather 
t5rrible tothem that Rand aloufe, then bo, 


of maintehance, = 43 


full to thoſe that hauc occaſion to come neere. 
-Fhat zealous andypright Ruler Nebemiah,a. 
mopngſt other the abuſes of his predeceſſors 


tie: goucrnours of /eruſalers, taxcth this to, 


kaue: beene none of the ſmalleſt 5 that they 
rhicmlelues were not onely oucrchargeable, 


bir their ſeruantsbare rule ouer the people als Nebemi,s If. 


ſo:As who doubterthbur inferiour creatures wil 
be moſt imperiouss when they: haue buethe: 
cloath or cotitenance of menin authoritie: if 


they may beſufferedto make theirowne game t.$00,3.13. 


&gwnes:Eljerboyes were more ſewey withtheir 


' fleſb-bookerthan became the ſons or ſeruantes 


of wholy;man: they ſmartedforitchemſelues; 


burtheirfather alſo, and his houſe for cuer wes. 5973413 . 


*aidped becauſe bis ſous ran into a lawnder, and he 
layed thenot;Foomanynot only of the pricts 
-boyes;bur tetnporall-mens officers,:being but 
-hungryflics at the firſt, bire ſore, & pinch neere; 
meg that coplaintofthe Lardin: /ſay to be 
truez Children aicextortionersof my people, 
:Iknowthat many padly fathers may haue wic, 
ked ſons,8&:good maſters badicruants. Our ſa- 


he followed him at arr inch, tillhee found out 
his privie brokeage and caſt him off. for an 
hypocrite. Ir is: a worthy anſwer made by 
the! hearheniſh. prince Tiberins, roa polling 
cuſtomer of his; that thought to haue highly 
3 Mop P1Ca» 


"iow Chriſt had athecke tohis: purſbearer: the 19bn 12.6, 
awanof Cod Eliſeus,; bed Gehez5, a her: but »'Kng.y, 
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will ſuffer corruption, and ſuiters offercorrup« 
tion,what wickedncfſe is not then bredde be- 
tweenethem? When Daxia began ro fig mer, 
cyand judgementhe firſtcleanſed his houſe, 
yowed towelke wprightly bimſelfe , and to ca- 
ſhire out ofhis family,the ſlandercr,the proud, 
the deceiptiull perſon, the lyec , aud all that- 
ranke : and then be proceedeth and threatneth 
todeftroy all the wicked of the Land. If greate 
mens houſes were ſo purged, the citie of God 
would the ſooner be cleanſed, andahe exccu-. 
tion the better be furthered. It is dquogerous| 
for the head, when the eyes be-deceiptfull - 
when the inferiqug officers. and agents be as 
falſe ſpeRacles gto.mifleinforme the. conceipt, 
and-make, thaz: which is firaight, ſreme croo- 
ked , What a' diſgrace of Iuftice, andiudge- 
ment isit, when attendants and officers bee: 
bke:the horſe>leeches daughters, crying eucr. 
we, giue,ncues ſatisfied ? or whenthey ſhewe 
mlelues lightor yncomely,in geſture or ac- 
tion? The throne of S«lomon had lyons carued 
abourit,to declare a kinde of maicty and gra - 
yitiein the very Reppes : not apes! nor foxes; 
nor wolues;beaſtes that were eyther toyiſh,de- 
ceiptful, or rauenous after their prey; ſo ſhould 
ate mens {eruants,and officers of Iuſtice be 
lyans, inſhewe for grauitic , yer harmeleſle as 
tholeImages Ss ſcate of S«/omonzrather 
$ermible cochem that land alouſe , then hurt» 
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 fleſ-bookerthanibecame the ſons or ſeruantes 


:Iknowthat many padly fathers may haue wic, 


-#ioxr Chriſt had a theefe tohis: purſbearer: the 1957 12.6, 


cuſtomer of his; thatthought ro haue highly \ 
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full to thoſethat hauc occaſionto come neere, 
-Fhatzealous andypright Ruler Nebemiah,a. 
mongſt other the abuſes of his predeceſſors 
the goucrnours of /eruſalem, taxeth this to, 
have. beene none of the ſmalleſt 5 that they 
thmdelues were not onely oucrchargeable, _— 
buttheir ſeruantsbare rule ouer the people al) Never gay. q 
ſo:As who doubtethbur inferiour creatures wil j 
be moſt imperiouss when they: haue burthe: þ 
cloath or cofitenance of menin authoritie : if = 
they may beſufferedto make theirowne game £39313» | 
&gwnes-El/jerbayes were more ſawvey withtheir i 


of wholy;mani: they ſmarted forit themſclues 3 ij 
buctheirfather alſo, and his houſe forcuer was. 7:59734"3+ , 
*adxed becauſe bis ſon2ran into a ſlaunder, and he 
Jeaged thinot;Foomanynot only of the pricts 

es;bur temmporall:mens ofticers,:being but 
-hungryflies at the firſt, bite ſore, & pinch neere; 
-making that coplaintof the Lord in: /ſay to be 
true: Children ajcextortionersof my people, 


kKed ſons,& good maſters badicruants. Our ſa- 


awanof Cod Eliſeus,, bad Gehez5, @ tyer : but "25 
he followed him at arr inch, tillhee foundout 
his privic brokeage and caſt him off. for an 
hypocrite. Ir is: a worthy anſwer made by 
the! heatheniſh: prince Tiberixs, roa polling 
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The ſwords: |. 
pleaſured his Prince with racking his ſubiefts,; 
& exacting greetſummes: 'CAlramionderipe- 
exe volo, non degiabi 3 1 will haue my ſheeps 
ſhorne & not flexed, Itisrbeproperticofcheſe 
yaderhand dealers, : to pretend great huſbane 
dry for their maiſters, and double diligence 


>» theirferuice: vnder which colour they'pradtiſe 


theiriniquirie wichour. checke orcontrolment. 
But becauſe itis not for mceto peake againſt 
theſe; except hauca found-warranty 1 referrce 


— thEtothat-rthreatning of:the Lord inthePro+ 


pher-Zepbanie(where the Lordſaith )7 will vi- 


fie all ſuch as are cloathed wich firange apparel, 


& thoſe rbat daunce vpn therhreſhold ſoproudily 
ns anger: braſs by and de 


ceipt, Wherein we beholdetheir appartllto be 


ſtrange forfaſhion, their gate niore like daun- 
cing then going/, their place-rpbe ar theen- 
trance, and threſhold of their maſters dore!; 
no man-may.approch butby: their admiflions 
their geſture tobe full of prides: their gettings 
to be grear,forthey ſtore themſelues,8 their 
maſtess bouſes: the meanestobe wicked, by 
deceiprand crueltic :' andthe redrefleof the 


'  ncongenicnces tobe referred to the viſitation 
- ofthe Lordhimſelle. Iwiltwift,'! - 11.5 2c 


As officers, ſo ſuters dor-many times vit 
derminethe frameoffacred iudgementin'the 
gate, Suitors are eytheriuch asleeke for Law 
erluſtice; or ſuch as owe fuite. or feruice = 
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countermance of aludge like a North 
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tryallofright, as Turors and witneſſes. As for 
menof onr profeſſion, I take themratherto be 
'beholders, theh aQors, excepr it be in this 
place: And (vnder reformation be it ſpoken) 


. extraordinarie menratherthe fit Ordinaries to 


holde the booke and the candleto an oldcre- 
want, that all his life time bath lined without 


: booke. 


\ »* . Touchingthe ſuircors therefore that ſeeke for 


Teliefe, and righting of wrongs; euen they by 
their crooked & ſiniſter dealings, by their ma- 


\licious aRtions,and bad handling their matters 


with additions of ſubtiltie, and private corrup- 
tiops may poyſon and trouble the wholſome 
-ftreames of Juſtice, which ſhould refreſh theE- 
:elues and others. Of theſe I haue ſpoken large- 
—_ long lance out of thisplace, in the au- 
ienceof themoſt, here now afſembled: for 
"thistimeletrhem remember Salowors caueat; 
Goe not forth baſtilyto ſtrife, leaſ{ thou knowe not 
what to doe m the end thereof, when thy neighbor 
bath put thee to ſhame, debate thy matters with 


thy neighbour. As though he counſelled to fore- 


ſee the endbefore-a man beginne: andtocom- 
_— all controuerſiesat home; if it be poſſi- 
le, andyſcthelawe as men vſec Phiſicke for 
necefiaje, not wantonnefſſe. Againſt theſe bu- 
fie and rafh ſuirers, that ſeeke rather for lawe 
Men right :no ſuch approued remedie , as the 


blowing 


ern wind Pro,a5,23 | 


wy 


Therfworde:':: 
blowing them away from the ſeat of hidge« 


ment, | 
Next ynto theſeſuiters,are ſuch as owe ſuite 
and appearancegby reaſon of ſome good ſuf- 
ficiencie of wealch , abouerthe common ſort. 
Ourlawintendeth theſero be as pettie Iudges, 
andtherfore it behooueth them to learne wiſ- 
dome, and the knowledge of equitic aboue 
the vulgar people, Itis true that( as the wiſe 


' man ſpeaketh)) ſuch as only hold the plough , or 


eeddle with their cattell , or follow their handi- 
crafts,are not aſked their indgement in the coliſel 


- of thepeoplet bur you are they that can labour, 
- and yet neede not, at all turnes: and therefore 
- your ſufficiencie of livelihoode and employ- 
- ment by the lawes ofthe Realme-doe call far 
ſome goodeducation of your children, ability 
' in yourſeluesroynderſtand, and conceiuethe 


order and courſe of Iuftice, Ifthe lawe make 
you Iudges, the Lord telletn you that a+ 
mongſt the reſt, you mult be wiſe : that you 
may ſee, not with other mens eyes, but your 
owne, Now it is pitifull to bcholde how vnte. 
uerently many cake their oathes, how flight- 
ly they regard-them : for the moſt part itis 
made buta matterof forme and cuſtome. As 
they take the ſame oath with their foremanyſo 
commonly they belecue as he belecues, thinks 
as wakes further examining tit 
circumſtaces:orels they regardthe priuic ſug- 
geſtions 


. pile andlearned men aſſembled, 
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Ty forſworne bailife;& follow him as a 


_ falſe guidetor in the preiudice,& fubborn par» 


tiality of their own affeRi6s, without reaſon or 
comon ſenſe,dwell in an opinion: that though 


they bebraicd as oarmeale ina morter witha y, 7 1, 


peſtell, yer will not therr foliſhnes leaue them . 
And euen by theſe meanes, is the courſe of 
iudgementhinderedin the gate. 


_ Aﬀter theſe, follow the witneſſes, which ſpeake 


indeed before them:for witneſſe muſt go before 
yerdiQ. Theſe of all other muſt be ypright and 
indifferent,& ſpeakethe trueth fincerely, Ther« 
fore the Lord,by | aps" g men from be4- 
ring falſe witneſſe,(ct down that very phraſe in 
his ſpeach,as being the higheſt offence that by 
the rongue might be committed againſt our 
neighbour. Theſe muſt know that they ſpeake 
before God:forthey informe,8& affiſt withtheir 


euidence,ne quid [ndex(quia infpeftor cordis non Augufline. 


aft) Indicads errer:leaſt the Iudge(being no ſer- 
cher of the hart)ſhould erre in ludgemer. Theſe 
being guides to others,in the finding out of the 
trueth,ifthey ſhalfaile,may miſlelead Iudges, 
Jurie,counſel,right & al,Of al that reſortrothe 
place of Iuftice,none doth ſo prophane, & c06- 
temptuouſly abuſe the ordinance of God, as a 


. falſe witnes: Sa/omon faith, he mocketh at indge= Prona138, 
. ment, ſwalloxeth iniquitie. He | augheth inhis 


ſlecue,toſce that he can delude ſo many graue 


I 


. a 


{us 7 -i edn 4 nk A465 
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© Toreatly fearethat judgement afterthis ſort 
by ſuch kinde of peopleis made buta moc. 
keryin ourdaies,For what ſay ſome being de- 

fendits amongſt vs?If it ſtand ypon the proofe 
of mine aduerſarie, lam gone : entending that 
a man of alarge conſcience may hauc proefe 
and witnefle for any thing. There were a kind 
of heretikes, called Priſcilhaniſtes: which gaue 
theſe precepts, /nra, periura,cc.lweare, and + 
forſweare : but it was toauoide perſecution, & 
rocouer their owne filthie abſurdities. Cere 

' taine heathens vied to ſweare (as they ſaide ) 
with their tongue, bur not with their heart; 
bur others that knewe not God, yet-condem- 
ned this propliane excuſe and coke of per- 
ric, 

What ſhall Icall our falſe fwearers, that for 
afriend,ora maſter,or a peece of money(pre- . 
uailing more thenfriendand maſter, or GOD 
himſelfe with them ) will not refuſe to juſtifie 
any thing vpon their oath? Theſe Liberraes 
of our age,worſethan heretikes, more wicked 
than the reffuſe of the heathens , dare inthe 
preſence of God, before the ſeate of iudgement 
(having theirdivel:ſh falſchood corradited by 
a c6traric oath many times ,their c6ſcieces gal 
led wich euidence of the trueth ir ſelſe,terrified 
by the warningsof the zealous Tudge)yet ſera» 
broach a falſe andforgedrefmomre to the 0+ 
uerthrowing of al juſtprocceding inthe _—_ 

+) 


- 
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great antiquitic , though neuer growne ſo 
ſhamelefle asnow. Moſes pronided legem: talio- 
tis, for them that ſhould beare falſe witneſſe, The 
Tudpes; layth he, ſpall make dilygent ingquiſition, 


andif a falſe witneſſe be found, ut ſhallbe done to P*%t.19; 


hins,as be thought 10 doe to his brother © an eye for 


1 , an 2yec,a tooth for a tooth. As that decree by 2-0 


ſes, againſt falſe witneſſes , arguerh char in his 
time,ſuch.yngodlinefle was feared: ſo the plor 
of [eſabe{(that,wricing tothe Iudges,comaded 
them tofet VpTwo wiched men, fo nes of Behat, 
or ynthrifts,asſome tranſlation hath, ſuborned 
witneſſes agaynlt the life of innocent Nabork ) 
manifeſtly ſheweth , rhat this abuſe was both 
knowne and praiſed by the higher powers, 
who ſhould rather hauc ſought our and punt- 
* ſhed ſuch deſperate vnthrifts, and children of 
: Belial,then made vie oftheirfalſhood, Burthe 
like cutomers wete imployed 2gaynſt Chriſt, 
-agaynft Sewer e arid the hke trecherie poſlef- 
ferhour common knights of the Poſte,luch as 
-being banqueruprof their goods, having loft 
- both credite and honeſlie where they are 
knowne,now ſer to ſale their confcience tothe 
world,and their ſoules to the diuell, /xxenal; a 


heathepiſh Satyrilt, in his rime derided ſuch S::-. 


looſe companiaens,for beraking themlclues ro 
fuch profeſled villanie ; and wiſherh them ra- 


D 
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f dicas ſub nidice vids, quod non vidiſti Ay baſe 


trade were betrer then to lay before a Judge, [ 


ſaw,that which thou nexer ſaweſt , Faciant Equi- 
* OuZquam & 165 Afiani* + Let the Afian knights, renowned 


for periurie, and falſe evidence, exerciſe that 
profefled trecheric. He thoughcit adiſgracefor 
Romanes, And wee may thinke ſuch damned 
practiſes ynworthic to bee named amongeſt * 
Chriſtians, except it be withreproofe and de- 
teſtation. ; 

Ifanyſuch yngodly wretches flatter them= 
ſclues in their ſinne, ſuppoſing by their ſecrete 
carriage to eſcape , letchem remember that 
the Lordthreatncth 70 be « ſwift witneſſe againſt 


| falſe ſwearers: and to ſend a flying booke ,whoſe 


content: ſhall be a curſe, to enter into the houſe of 
him that p—_ falſly, andthere remaine till i 
conſume honſe,timber,ſtones and all. 
And thus haue we vnfolded thoſe conditions 
at large, which the prophetfrs the Lord doth | 
vrge tothe people,in this briefe abridgement; 
Hate the ewill,lowe the good , eftabliſh tdgement 
w the gate. ou hauc heardthat the Lord requi- 
reth holy affeRions,iuſt ations 3 a good con- 
ſcience led by knowledge, to the hatred of e- 
uill,& loue of the goodzan ypright conuerſa- 
tion exerciſed in the workes of juſtice, & mer= 
cicy holineſſe and iudgement , by euery man 
from the higheſt ro the loweſt, in their de. 


gree. 
We 
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Wee haue ſecne the deletes and decayes of 
iudgement,and how they are to bee repaired 
and amended . that Gods people may haue a 
ſure refuge from all iniurics and oppreſſions, 
Andto this end iscucrie man to meditate ypon 


| hisvocation and place,ficſtinthe Church and 


ſtate of Chriſtianitie,ſecondlyinthe Common 
wealth;and to Rudic how his conſcience , and 


» 4 « ationsthereupon grounded, may turnetothe 


maintenance of religion, vertue,and peace,and 
tothe wracke and confulionof os and tranſ= SETS 
reffions. Singulas quiſg, hemo, eſt ut yna litera P* amt.Des 

- tony aſs element ww in crajtate, ſayth apy. 
ſaint Auſten: Eueryman is as one letter inthe 
ſpeach,and Alphabet ; one element and mengy 
ber ofihe Citiear Countrie. The higheſt in 
Jignitie, & deepeltin $kill,asreuerendlugges, 

_ worthy Gentlemen, learned Counlſeilers,are as 
yowels:; Iurorsand witnefles, as halfe vowels, 
to ſpeake when they are ſpoken to,& tolound 
ſomthing with qchers, nothing with theſelues, 
AMwtesthere bee that cannot ſpeake. in, their 
owne cauſe;whboſcilence is ro be affilled by 
the ſound of others, thatare charged io open P7931. 
their mouth forthe dumbe , Dipthongs there 
be too many ; double rongues, which breath 
out hote and cold;theſe marie the conſort of 
iudgement, andharmonic ol tzuth, and there - 
fore areto be razed our of the row of aChritt « 


 anAlphaber. To conclude,if all hearts be zea” 
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lous forthe aduauncement of Gods kingdom, 
and all hands firong & couragious to eſtabliſh 
the righteouſneſle thereof (both in the true'ſer- 
uice of the Lord, as alſo in thepreſeruation of 
his people)then doth the Lordofhoftsprotmiſe 
for his part atruce,andpeace tobeextended to 
vszas to hisintirely beloved ſubieRs, -- 1+ 

© Having thus declared whar conditions the 
Lord expeCterh - now remainethtoſhewthe - 
Content of bis promiſe, aiid-mercie propoune 
ded forhis part. /t may be the Lord well be merci- 
full to the remnant of Toſeph, Seeing that ifthere 
be any defaulr irwilſbe"on our part: therefare 
have we beate moſt vpon this poynt', 'that'we 
gl arr theſe articlesrequired * forifas 
the Lord faichin Malachie)) Bring all your tithes 
inte.my flore-houſe , that there may be meate in 
my honſe , and prone me now herewith; if 1 will . 
wot powre upon you a bleſſirg without meaſure;So, 
ifwe would bring the firſt Fuits of our wiſdom, | 
zeale and courage, thatchere might he iudge- | 
ment provided as meate in-due Fexſon forthe | 
reliefe f Gods people-proue him,ifhe will not | 
/ bemercifull ynto ys,aboue all that we ore able | 
to aske or thinke. 235 = | 
This phraſe of fpeachy /r may be; implietino | 
yhcerraintie,on Gods behalfe : neither dothit | 
teach ro doybr in the Lords goodnefle:butra- | 
theritreferreth all to his owne good pleaſure, 
which never faileth them that turne to himvne | 
, fainedly. | 


 ear,reſcued by the ſhepheard,out of che mouth 
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fainedly.But as the Ifraelires,in regard of their q 
manifold tranſgreſſions, and many cuidentto- we 
kens ofGodsangerbutning towards them : in 
regardof the ſmall remnant of people left, be- 
ing but as ſome two legges, and a peece of an 1053.14 


of the Liom:might conceiue ſome vnlikelihood 
of theirreſtauration $ ſo we (beloued in the 
Lord)cafting our eyes vpon the infinice num- 
ber ofourfinnes, beholding them as redde as _ | 
sarler, and hearing them clamorous in the 1% 
cares of God and men: beholding his ſworde 
ready furbiſhed to ſmite:remembring the loſſe 
ofrmany ſound Church-men,religiousFatbers, 
_» Counſellers, deepe flates-men, vpright 
udges,yaliant warriours, worthie luſticiaries, 
which'in ſhore time we baue ſubained ; may 
pethapsina ſodaine paſſion breake out , and 
crie with the Prophet Amorgina vition : Spare | 
(O LordGod)1 beſerch thee:wbo ſhall raiſe vp Ia- 51-45 
rob ? for it x ſmall, Andyert againe, as the Iſrac- 
lites beholding an ourftretchedarme of a.mer- 
cifull father, an almightie power ofhim that is 
the Lordof Hoſts:remembring his deljuerance 
to Zoſeph theirfather,contrarie toexpeRacion; 
and ſeeing yet a Remnant (ill reſerued, of ſuch 
as may be inſtruments of theirrecoverie,rhight 
lifr vp their heades in hope of their proſperit ic 
ro be reſtored , So we conſidering the nk 
metcie,ſealed to ysby many fauvrs;the Goſpel 
- 4 yet 


Exeth.21.19, 


| fal.147.13- 
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yet continued: * barres f our HEE made 
ftrong : the light of our Iſrael unquenched 
oenaron ot the Lordes vert a 
ding aſupply of faithſull CounſeNers; atythe of 
raue andlearnedfathers, godly and painfull 
Miniſters) the ſcares of iyudgement furniſhed 
with men as renowmed for wildome and cous 
rage,asinany age ; the Countrie repleniſhed 
with many zealous gentlemen, prepared both 
to keepethe peace, and build the wallof Teryſa> 
lem,with Nehemiah , and armed allo againſt 


the ſodaineenemiesof Gad,andthe realme,, at 


all aſfayes: perceyuing an halyſcede , being. as 
the referee x 4 bath caſt Cie 
nkling of true Olines remaining among(t vs 
vngathered 2.4 freſh care /pronging vp in the 
nurſeries of our land,forreligiop andallgood 
artes; ſome houſes of learnnig ereRed; libra» 
riesof mute maſters reſtored from their ruines; 
many Samuels gouerving Nath, and 
the ſchooles of the oxi an many pretious Na+ 
z<rites;asthe poliſhed Saphores ſoining. If they 


- maybe kepttromthe wine of a gevnery in 
FRI 


the Rewelation: and notforbad by their parents 
to hecie, and ſeruc God inhisminiſteric, 
SecingyIfay,ſuch meanesrcſcrued, and ſparks 
of comforrſhewing themſeluesin this dark ge- 
neration,and knowing the Loxds mercy in ap+ 
pointing meanesof ſatetie, cothole whom-he 
incenderh rodeliverknowing his power in ef- 
feing 


= 
— 
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feRing his will by feeble meanes : we may yet 
haue {ome confidence that the Lord will take 


* ſome longer 5ruce, & grant alarger time of re» 


pentance towards vs,luffering vs fill tocat the 
good things of our land, and enjoypeace with 
godlinefſe and honeſtie, But who are we that 
we ſhould preſcribe vnto the Lord any condi- 
tions ? or ſtandvpon tearmes with him ? Iris 
beſt forysto imitate thoſe yaliant captaines of 
Daxid, who hauing ſet their menin aray and 


readineſle for batreil,breake out into this cou- 2,Sawtd.rs. 


ragious exhortation. Be ff; ong,and let v5 be 14s 
liant for our people, and for the cities of our God: 
and let the Lord do that, which is goed inbu eyes. 
Sonow hauing placed euery man in his ranke 
and order,in the Church and Commonwealth, 


. there remaineth onely this,that we (faſtening 


our cies ypon the Lord our firength) be ſtrong 
and valiant in the hatred of euill , loue of the 
good,and intheaduauncement of judgement, 
and righteouſneſle in our gates: that the Lord 
may ſubſcribe ro the continuance of our peace 
and felicitie,in ſuch particulars asit ſhall ſeeme 
good to his wiſdome,and Maieſtie ; to whome 
being the King euerlaſting , immortall, 
uifible,and God onely wiſe, be 
honour and glorie foreuer 
and cuer, Ames, 


FINIS. 


